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*' With the greatest unanimity the sect of the Freemasons 
also endeavours to take to itself the education of youth.. .. 
Therefore in the education and instruction of chilton they 
allow no share either of the teaching or of discipline to the 
ministers of the Church; and in many places they have 
procured that the education of youth shall be exclusively 
in the hands of lajmien, and that nothing which treats of 
the most important and most holy duti^ of man to God 
sliall be introduced into the moral training." 


PAPAL CONDEMNATIONS 


129 

The following passage of the Encyclical illustrates 
further the character and trend of the Masonic moral 
code: 

" But the Naturalists and Freemasons deny that our 
First parents sinned, and consequently that man’s free 
will is in any way weakened or inclined to evil. . . . Where¬ 
fore we see that men are publicly tempted by the man y 
allurements of pleasure; that there are journals and 
pamphlets with neither moderation nor shame ; that stage-* 
plays are remarkable for licence; that designs for works 
of art are shamelessly sought in the laws of a so-called 
realism ; that the contrivances for a soft and delicate life 
are most carefully devised ; and that all the blandish¬ 
ments of pleasure are diligently sought out by which 
virtue may be lulled to sleep. Wickedly also, but at the 
same time quite consistently, do those act who do away 
with the expectation of the joys of heaven, and bring down 
aU happiness to the level of mortality, and, as it were, 
sink it in the earth. . . . 

" Of what we have said the following fact . . . may 
serve as a confirmation. For since generally no one is 
accustomed to obey crafty and clever men, so submissively 
as those whose soul is weakened and broken down by the 
dominance of the passions, there have been in the sect of 
the Freemasons some who have plainly determined and 
proposed artfully and of set ^trpose that the mt 4 liitt(de should 
be satiated with a boundless licence of vice, as when this had 
been done, it would easily come under their power and 
authority*’ ^ 

In another passage the Pope gives additional reasons 
for the Church’s uncompromising attitude towards 
Freemasonry. 

To simulate and wish to be hid; to bind men like 
slaves in the very tightest bonds ; and, without giving any 

*Cf. supra, chap, v, p. 114 and ri8. 
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sufficient reason, to make use of men enslaved to the will 
of another, for an arbitrary act; to arm men’s right hand 
for bloodshed, after securing impunity for the crime—all 
this is an enormity from which nature recoils. Wherefore, 
reason and truth itself make it plain that the society of 
which We are speaking b in antagonism with justice and 
natural uprightness.^ 

Perhaps, the most remarkable of all the Papal 
pronouncements on Freemasonry is that of this same 
Pontiff in the Apostolic Letter which he addressed to 
the Bishops of the whole Church in 1902 on the 
occasion of the silver jubilee of his pontificate. In 
this letter, from which we shall quote later, he refers 
to the destructive work, the aims and the methods of 
the Masonic sect, which had gradually become more 
and more apparent during the previous twenty-five 
years.® 


Benedict X 7 .—Finally, in the Codex Juris Canonici 
issued in 1917 by Pope Benedict XV, the previous 
ordinances are confirmed and enforced . 

All those who enroll their names in the sect of Free¬ 
masons, or similar associations plotting against the Church 
or the legitimate civil authorities, incur by the very fact 
the pen^ty of excommunication, absolution from which 
is rewrved to the Holy See. If the delinquents be clencs 
or religious, every Catholic is under the obhgaticm of 
denouncing them to the Congregation of the Holy Office. 

Members of the Freemason sects, even though nominally 

XHumanum Gtnus. 1884. (Cf. iW£.. pp. Wi-^33 = 

Great Encyclicals 0/ Uo XIIE Bcn^iger: New YorV, 1913. 

Pan^a 'a la Vingl-cinquiime annie, March Ct 

(Euvres de Uo .Sf 711 . tome vi. PP- 287.2S8 (La Bonne ^^-5 
Bayard, Paris). Sta Preface and also chapter vin (pp* * I54 
i^y-8) for some extracts from this letter, 

• Canons 2335 233 ^* 
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Catholic, are treated as heretics. Hence, the faithful 
are to be speaaUy warned and prevented from con- 
tractmg marmg« with them.^ They are to be deprived 
of Christian burial.® etc. 

Reasons for the Papal Condemnations. 

The Editor of the Acta Sanctcs Sedis enumerates 
several reasons for the Papal condemnations ; any oiS 
of which reasons would be sufficient: (i) The ainf 
and p^pose of the Masonic Societies which is the 
disturbance or overthrow of the ecclesiastical or civil 
power, or of both. (2) The unlawful means adopted— 
vu., corruption, lying, assassination, etc. (3) The 
character of the Masonic ritual, which is often blas- 
phemous or impious. (4) The oaths and promises 
which are contrary to the Divine law. (5) The Masonic 
doctrines of indifferentism in religion, deism, pantheism 
hberalism, etc. (6) Even though in case of any par- ' 
ticular sect or section of Freemasonry, none of the 
above reasons applied, the Society would still be 
unlawful ; as it implies a usurpation of authority which 
can belong only to the State or the Church. These 
latter are the only type of Perfect Societies known to 
the natural or Divine law. Associations having their 
charter from neither, and still claiming extensive 
powers, even the power of life and death, over their 
own members, are anomalous, unnatural and radicallv 
unlawful.® ^ 

Dniversality of the Papa] Condemnations. 

It will be observ'ed in studyfng these Papal docu¬ 
ments that although all individual Masons are not 
accused of participating actively in the crimes and 

* Canoa 1065. • Canon 1240. 

vol. i, pp. 292-3. Cf. Catholic 

t^neyclopedta, art. Secret Societies. ’ See also Appendix VII. 
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shameful deeds of the Masonic body, all are held to 
share in the responsibility and guilt, smce all members 
lend their names and at least their moral support to 
the reprobate society. 

Furthermore, the whole sect of Freec^sons is con- 
demned indiscriniinalely- Indeed, the id^ that the 
Popes should repeat such grave and md^CTiminate 
accusations against the Masonic society, ^t the 

same time meaning to exclude that portion of it 
was the parent body, and was alwa>'S by f^ 
numerous^ and important portion, is not crethble, 
and besides, such a hypoth^is 
by some of the Popes, such as J 

niost of the Papal condemnations predate the so-called 
schism between Anglo-American F^^^^^sonry and the 
French Grand Orient. In any case ^s so-called scl^m 
in no way destroyed the umversally recognized soh- 

darity of the whole Masonic sect. The real 
of Freemasonry lies in the sections beloi^mg to the 
non-Catholic countries like U.S.A.. Great ^ 

Protestant Germany. Without the support of these, 
Whteh are mostly wLthy and 

could not have attained the place of strength it occupies 

writmg on Juoa^, ^,t8 to 

K V°e?SCp“tSrrhls“ o'ST rrf^ 

4-* \ MonsiEnor Touin's successful efforts m 

SecriUs. 
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the identity of Freemasonry with itself everywhere and 
always, and the consistent continuity of the Freemasons’ 
policy, whose desi^, as one sees to-day, is the rejection 
of God and the ruin of the Catholic Church."^ 

Authority ol the Papal Decisions. 

For Catholics the Papal condemnations of secret 
societies are hnal and conclusive. But even to a non- 
Catholic who know's the traditional policy of the Holy 
See, the caution and moderation which it is accustomed 
to exercise in its legislation, especially that of a penal 
character, and the circumspection which even the very 
circumstances of modern times, and the jealous w'atch- 
fulness of the enemies of the Chxirch force upon the 
Sovereign Pontiffs in their public pronouncements, these 
peremptory and imquaUfied condemnations of Free¬ 
masonry must needs be a very striking, if not con¬ 
clusive, argument of its essential and almost un¬ 
exampled wickedness. The suggestion that the Popes, 
one after another, in the course of nearly two centuries 
acted without sufficient knowledge of the spirit and 
aims of the Masonic order cannot be entertain^. This 
was a matter in which no risks could be taken. Even 
the most ordinary prudence w’ould prevent the Popes 
from making accusations that could not be proved 
against so powerful a body as the Freemasons. 

Besides, the Popes were always able to secure the 
most accurate information. They had at hand for 
consultation the vast body of Masonic literature, and 
had access to the other sources of information already 
referred to in the foregoing chapter. They always 
had at their command the advice and co-operation 
of numbers of able and learned men whose function 


* Ct. any Issue of the Revtte Iniemationcdt des Soctith SeoriUs, 
for " Approbation do Saintc Si6gc," printed on interior of back cover. 
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it was to make an exhaustive study of such questions, 
and who were not less devoted than the Popes 
themselves to the interests of the Church, and the 
prestige of the Holy See. They had, furthermore, the 
testimony of many adepts of the craft, who had 
left the ranks of the reprobate society, and come 
back to the Church’s fold. In more recent times. 
Popes, such as Leo XIII and Benedict XV, had, besides, 
under their eyes the history of the Masonic activities 
in every country of Europe and America during the 
preceding two hundred years, and the numberless news¬ 
papers, reviews, and magazines edited under the 
auspices of the Masonic order, from which Masonic 
principles and activities can in large part be learned. 

Hence, Leo XIII could state with truth, more than 
forty years ago, referring to the previous condem¬ 
nations : 

What is of the highest importance, the course of events 
has demonstrated the prudence of Our predecessors. , . . 
The sect of Freemasons in the course of a century and a 
half ... has brought upon the Church, upon the power 
of princes, upon the public well-being, precisely the grievous 
harm which Our predecessors had foretold. Such a con¬ 
dition has been reached that henceforth there will be grave 
reason to fear, not indeed for the Church—for her founda¬ 
tions are too firm to be overturned by the efforts of man—- 
but for those States in which prevails the power, either of 
the sect of which we are speaking, or of other sects not 
dissimilar which lend themselves to it as disciples and 
subordinates.* 

These last words might well have been spoken by the 
Pope had it been given to him to look into the future 
and see in vision the deplorable course of events during 
the past forty years; the systeniatic war 
religion and Ch ristian morality in France which 

^Humanutn Genm, 1884. [Great Encyclicals of Leo XIII, p. 86.) 
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threatens the final ruin of that great nation; the per¬ 
sistent campaign of assassination waged by the secret 
societies against the Catholic dynasty of the Hapsburgs, 
as well as the attempts on the life of the Catholic Kin g 
of Spain; the revolution in Portugal, wth all the 
horrors and excesses that accompanied it; the revolu¬ 
tions in Spanish America, in Cuba, and the Philippines ; 
the various anarchical attempts in Spain itself, and 
especially the anarchical rising in Barcelona (July^ 
1909), and the subsequent agitation aroused by the 
Masonic and Jewish-controlled press all over the w'orld 
for the organization of an international KuUurkampf ; 
the awful tragedy of Russia; the whole course of the 
revolutions and persecutions in Mexico, with all their 
accompanying horrors; the perils that now surround 
ordered society in so many countries; the irreligion, 
immorality, race suicide, divorce, juvenile crime, de¬ 
struction of home life ; the spirit of unrest and dissipa¬ 
tion, which are now affecting the very springs of life 
over the whole civilized world, all traceable in large 
part directly or indirectly, to the influence and activities 
of the same sinister but half-hidden power which, in 
the opinion of many, is to be identified with the Anti- 
Christ foretold in Holy Writ, or is at least the herald 
of his coming. 

Hence, even to-day, we may repeat quite relevantly 
the w'or^ of Leo XIII, \vritten forty-two years ago 
in reference to Freemasonry : *' Would that all would 
judge of the tree by its fruits, and acknowledge the 
seed and origin of the evils that press upon us, and 
the dangers that are impending,*’ ^ so that Govern¬ 
ments may be led to enforce the repressive measures 
against these enemies of God and man v'hich the Holy 
See has so often and so urgently advised^ 
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MASONIC ORGANIZATION* 

W E have already shown that Freemasonry is 
essentially one universal association, notwith¬ 
standing the variety of its usages and cer- 
monial and its many different divisions and jurisdic¬ 
tions. Every individual who is an initiated member, 
even as an apprentice, has the right of entry in the 
same degree into a lodge of any jurisdiction, and a 
right to the assistance of the Order in any part of the 
world. 

The Fundamental Grades. 

The unity of Freemasonry reposes on the three first 
or so-called symbolic degrees already referred to,® the 
grades, namely, of Apprentice, Companion {or Fellow 
Craftsman) and Master. All the higher rites are 
built upon these three initial de^ees ; and everything 
contained in the higher degrees is only a development 
or clearer explanation of what was implied or sym¬ 
bolised in the first three. This is gradually realised 
by the candidate as he ascends, if he ever does so, to 
these higher stages. The Freemasonry of these three 
fxmdamental grades is sometimes designated Blue 
Masonry or the Masonry of the Blue Lodges. These 
members form as it were the rank and file—the 
ordinary faithful—of the Masonic Counter Church. 

1 Most of the following details on Masonic organisation are taken 

from Gruber, o^. cit. ; Descbamps, op. dt., voL i (Introduction and 
chap, ii) ; Benoit, op. cit., vol. i. These authors' accounts are 
borrowed from Ragon, Clavel, Pike, etc. 

* Chap, ill, pp. 59-61. 
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In this country they are included in the jurisdiction 
of the Grand lodges of the Free and Accepted Masons 
of Ireland. Tliere are about 680 Lodges subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. Of 
these Belfast has 178, Dublin 78, Cork 7, Limerick 4, 

Waterford 3. Sligo 2, Mountmellick 2, Cobh i, etc.^ 

Besides the three lower or fundamental degrees, the 
Free and Accepted Masonry has, according to Ragon,* 
four other higher depees. The lodges of these degree, 
if they actually exist in Ireland, are probably not 
included in the above lists. 

The Higher Grades. 

' In theory, and according to the original conception 

i of Freemasonrj', a Master Mason is supposed to be ad¬ 

mitted to the full knowledge of the secrets, and of the 
aims and purpose of the Order. As the organization 
spread, however, and Master Masons were numbered 
by the thousand, this was found impossible consistently 
1 with the essential secrecy of the Masonic idea. Hence , 

after a while the hoped for illumination which the J 

candidate is promised from the begiraing was confined I, 

I to the higher grades and, in fact, is given fully only 

in the highest of all. These higher grades are realised 
in the various rites in which the Masonic doctrines , 

are more fully developed under the form of allegoric. I 

* The rite is a special system of formulas, ^remonies 

and symbolism and of hierarchical organization by 
j which different groups within the Masonic Order are 

1 constituted, 

j Masonic Rites, 

The ultimate object of all the rites is the same^ 
i the replacing of Christianity and of the Christian social 

^ Irish Freemasons’ Calendar for 1929. pp. 43 - 7 * ii 4 -ii 9 - 

• Cf. Benoit, loc. eit„ p. *54. ' 
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organization by a purely naturalistic social regime 
founded upon the cult of hirmanity. The members 
of each rite work for these ends {consciously or other¬ 
wise), according to rules and methods more or less 
varied. The ceremonial, the symbolism, the number 
of grades, the special obligations of each grade, the 
special patrons, etc., vary indefinitely in the different 
rites, ^me aim more at developing the intellectual 
side, others promote rather the active operations of 
the movement. Some are more elaborately organized 
than others. Some again are more deeply impregnated 
than others with the fullness of the Masonic spirit. 
Each rite usually forms a separate jurisdiction with 
an independent government of its own, but closely 
allied with all the others; or, if not formally allied, 
bound to the others by the ties of a common origin, 
a general identity of spirit and aim, and a very close 
likeness in character and organization. Such an unity 
may be compared in a certain way with that of the 
different governments and nations of the Mohammedan 
world. 

Sometimes, one Grand Lodge or Grand Orient may 
have several different rites under its jurisdiction, while 
on the other hand instances occur of several indepen¬ 
dent jurisdictions within the same rite. Lodges of 
several different rites may function side-by-side in the 
same country or the same city. Thus in Dublin 
besides the lodges of the Free and Accepted Masons, 
there exist at least three other rites, viz., the Royal 
Arch Masons, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, 
and The Order of the TetnpieA 


^ Only these four rites are referred to in the Irish Freemnson^ 
Calendar. It need not be necessarily inferred, however, that no 
other rites are actually practised in Ireland. For the Calendar 
refers only to the outer personality of Freenaasonry, 
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Unity of Supreme Control. 

Usually, the Masonic Order has not, like the Catholic 
Church, one supreme Chief or power to which all the 
other jurisdictions arc subject, although leading Free¬ 
masons have been striving for more than a century 
to bring about such an unification, ^metimes, how¬ 
ever, it does occur that a single chief or a certain 
supreme Council has acquired authority over so very 
many subordinate jurisdictions that the wished for 
centralisation of power is practically realised, at le^f 
for a w'hile. Thus it is asserted by some leading 
authorities on the subject that Weishaupt in the 
eighteenth century and Lord Palmerston in the nine¬ 
teenth bad secured jurisdiction over the whole or 
nearly the whole Order. Fr. Gruber quotes the well- 
known English Masonic ^vriter, Bro. Yarker, and others 
as asserting a similar position for the celebmted 
American Masonic leader and author, Albert Pike, 
already referred to. Thus Yarker writes . The l^e 
A. Pike . . . was undoubtedly a Masonic Pope, who 
kept in leading strings all the Supreme Councto of the 
world, including the Supreme Councils of Ejigland, 
Ireland, and Scotland.”^ Again, it is generally believed 
that for a considerable period, and possibly more than 
once in the nineteenth century, the Supreme Council 
of the Italian Carbonari exercised almost universal 
jurisdiction. Whether such a centralisation of power 
e.vists at present is not certain: but there are m^y 
indications pointing to the existence of a 
alliance or entente cordiaU at least among the higher 
grades which practically correspond to the 
power of the Order aU over the world. We shall again 
touch briefly on thi s question. __ 

' Cf. Cathotie Encyclopedia, ix. P. 788. quoted from A. E, Waite— 
'■ Devil WorsUip in France, 1896, * p. *i 5 . 


i 
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Principal Rites ot Freemasonry. 

Of the rites of Freemasonry, which vary in number 
at different times (new rites being founded and others 
falling into desuetude), the following are perhaps at 
present the best known :— 

1. The Masons of the Royal Arch. —^This rite, which 
is practised mostly in the British Isles and the British 
Dominions is identified by Dom. Benoit with the Rite 
of York.^ The latter has lodges in Mexico and other 
States of Spanish-America and in several other 
countries. About 340 Irish Royal Arch Chapters,* 
of which 38 are in Dublin, and 6 in Cork, are enumerated 
in the Irish Masonic Calendar. 

2. The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. —^This 
Rite, which is one of the most highly elaborated of 
all sections of Freemasonry, is practised in Great 
Britain and Ireland as well as in U.S.A. and most of 
the Continental countries. It has thirty-three degrees 
or grades—a much greater number than exists in any 
other rite except that of Mizraim, which has no less 
than ninety degrees. The Government of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite is more centralised than 
that of the French Rite. The members of its Supreme 
Council hold office for life and are, according to Benoit, 
usually appointed by co-option. Of this rite Fr. 
Gruber writes : ” This system, which was propagated 
throughout the world [viz,, from the United States 
of America], may be considered as the revolutionary 
type of the French Templar Masonry fighting for the 
natural rights of man against religious and political 
despotism symbolised by a Papal tiara and a royal 
crown. It strives to exercise a preponderant influence 

‘ Op. cii., tome i, p. 301. „ , , j 

*The ordinary lodges of the higher rites are usually styled 
Chapttrs in Masonic tcnninology. 
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on the other Masonic bodies wherever it is established. 
This influence is insured to it in the Grand Orient 
svsterris of the Latin countries. It is felt even in ‘v 
Britain and Canada, where the Supreme Chiefs of 
Craft Masonry are also as a rule prominent members 
of the Supreme Councils of the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite." ^ 

Besides the Dublin " Grand Chapter of Instruction, 
with its 30 members, all belonging to the higher grad« 
of this rite, as many as 37 subordinate chapters with 
lists of their ofl&cers are enumerated in the Irish 
Masonic Calendar for 1929. Of these subordinate 
chapters, 14 are in Dublin, 10 in Belfast, 2 in each of 
the following cities: Cork, Derry. Limerick, Ennis¬ 
killen and Boyle, and finally one in Lurgan.® 

3. The Order of the Temple or High KnigUs 
Templars.—Thk is one of the many rites and degree 
(among others are the " United Orders of the Temple 
and Hospital,” " The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, 
etc*) which commemorate the tradition or legend oi 
the Knights Templars having been the real founders 
of Freemasonry.* The Templars before their sup¬ 
pression in 1308 were accused of heresy, sj’stematic 
blasphemy and certain other abominable and namd^ 
practices such as St. Leo had formerly attnbuted to 
the Manichaeans when he wrote; L^nng is ^eir 
law, Satan is their God, and shameful deeds their 
sacrifice.” How far these accusatioiK were ]ust it is 
impossible to determine with certainty. The free¬ 
masons hold th at the Order contmued to subsist 

» Catkolie Encyclopedia, ix. p. n\ 

*Z{. Maionic Calendar, . . ..var, H i for an 

oj Ffi^mmonry and Mackenxi^s Royal Masonic Cyclopid , 
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especially in Scotland as a secret society after its 
suppression, 1 and was the medium through which the 
spirit and practices of the Templars have been in¬ 
herited by modem Freemasons. What amount of 
truth this tradition contains is not clear. 

The Order of the Temple as a Masonic rite is practised 
extensively in Ireland. The Masonic Calendar men¬ 
tions over 6o " preceptories " (as the lodges or chapters 
of this rite are Masonically designated) in different 
towns of Ireland (including thirteen in Dublin) on the 
roll of the '* Grand Priory of Ireland." * 

4. The French or Modern Rite. —This rite, which 
during the past half century or more has been perhaps 
the most active and progressive section of Free- 
masoruy, is the one practised by the lodges of the 
French Grtmd Orient. Its constitution is simpler and 
its mode of action more candid and direct than those 
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. It has 
only seven grades or degrees. Whether it has branches 
in Ireland is not known. It is certain, at least, that 
some of the above-mentioned Anglo-Irish Rites have 
Chapters or Lodges in France.® 

5. The Rite of Mizraim or the Egyptian Rite has 
been already referred to; * Its members are. or 
originally were, mostly Jews. It owes its original 
formation to Cagliostro, from whom Weishaupt or 
his disciples drew much of their inspirations. The rite 
was widely propagated in France in the early part of 
the nineteenth century, and had some lodges in Ireland. 

^ Mackey gives a list of supposed Grand Masters of the Order 
from the time of its legal suppression in the fourteenth century 
down to the middle of the nineteenth century. Cf. Lexicon of 
Freemasonry. 

•Pp. 164-166, 

® Cf. Suf^a. chap, ii, Addenda, I. p. 43* 

# Cf. chap, iv, pp, 84-5, 


1 
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Its teaching and ceremonials seem to be closely | 
associated with Occultism. At present it is apparently 
not practised outside France. It seems to have been ' 
overshadowed by the rising influence of the Je\vish j 
B'nai Berith lodges already referred to.^ . 

6. The Rite of Heredom, practised rather extensively 
in Scotland, Germany and Hungary. 

7. The Scottish Philosophic Rite practised by the 
Masons subject to the Lodge Alpina in Switzerlandt 
This latter Grand Lodge, which is among those formally 
recognized by the Grand Lodges of the British Isles, 
is of special importance, as it is not unfrequently 
utilised as a kind of liaison body by the different rites 
and lodges of the several jurisdictions all over the 
world in their negotiations with each other. 

Just as the three lower degrees are usually referred 
to as the Symbolic grades or Blue Masonry, the higher 
grades are ordinarily known as the Philosophic Grades 
or the Chapter Grades or Red Masonry. Since the'' 
institution of the higher grades it is only in them that 
the initiated are admitted to any of the real secrets of 
Freemasonry. / 


Impious Character of the Higher Degrees. 

The ceremonies and liturgy of the initiations, 
especially of those into the higher degrees, indicate 
sufficiently the impious character and unholy aims of 
Freemasonry. Thus in the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite, which is practised so extensively in 
Ireland, the 18th degree is that of the Rose Croix of 
Heredom with its blasphemous ceremonies of initiation 
to which we have already referred.* The 28th degree 

*C£. Jind. 

■ Cbap. iii, pp, 71-8, 
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in the same rite is that of Knight of the Sun ; the 30th 
degree that of Knight Kadosh ; and the 32nd that of 
Sovereign Prince of the Royal Secret.^ 

The Knights Kadosh. 

We take the Knight Kadosh as an illustration of 
the general character of these higher degrees. Of 
this degree Fr. Gruber writes ; " The Kadosh degree, 
trampling on the Papal tiara and the royal crown, is 
destined to wreak a just vengeance on the ' high 
criminals ' for the murder of Molay, and as the' Apostle 
of truth and the rights of man' to deliver mankind 
' from the bondage of Despotism and the thraldom 
of spiritual Tyranny.' In most rituals of this degree, 
everything breathes vengeance against religious and 
political ’ Despotism.’ . . . These interpretations, it is 
true, are not officially adopted in Anglo-American 
Craft rituals; but they appear fully authorised, 
although not the only ones authorised, by its system 
and by the first two articles of the ' Old Charges,' 
which contain the fundamental law of Freemasonry." • 
The Knight Kadosh is supposed to be a perfect and 
fully formed Mason. Tlie reader will rememl^ tliat 
it was members of this degree that were appointed to 
carry out the task of torturing and murdering William 
Morgan at Fort Niagara, U.S.A., in 1826.® ^ 

A graphic description copied from official sources 
(with a coloured plate illustration) of the ceremonies 

lists given in the Masonic CaJcndaf ior 1927 include soino 
g9 names ol prominent citizens of either Iriah State belonging to 
th<»e higher dcgrcN* *s. Among them are several Protestant clergymen 
and bishops, British army officers of high rank, somo baronets 
viscounts, several fellows of Trinity College, Dublin ; some members 
of the Free State Doil, some judges, etc. 

• Cf. Cathciic Encychpedia, ix, p* 779. 

• Cf. chap* i. p. 19. 
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of initiation into this degree will be found in Gargano’s 
book already referred to.^ In the course of the initia¬ 
tion the ominous words “ Nckam ” (vengeance) and 
" Makah" (death) are constantly repeated, accom¬ 
panied by the brandishing of daggers, and threats of 
destruction against the monsters of despotism (Kings), 
and of superstition (the Pope). At the foot of a 
coffin three skulls are ranged, the central one crownet^ 
with laurels, and the other two bearing, respectively, 
a Papal tiara and a royal diadem. Before the centr^ 
one, which represents the head of the reputed Masonic 
martyr, Jacques de Molay, the Templars' Grand Master, 
who was executed by warrant of the King of France 
(1312), the candidate bends the knee. He then suc¬ 
cessively pierces with his dagger the other two skulls 
as he cries : “ Hatred and Death to Civil Despotism ’* 
" Hatred and Death to Religious D«potism." He 
then swears not only to combat, in the manner 
symbolized in the ceremonial, religious and civU 
despotism, but also to punish in the same way traitors 
to the Cr^t itself, including those who dare to disobey 
tlie orders of the higher chiefs.* These and such cere¬ 
monies (we have already referred to other criminal 
oaths taken by the Knights Kadosh as also to the 
ceremony of initiation to the i8th degree), associated 
as they are with the installation into the highest and 
most esteemed ranks in the Masonic Order, must be 
assumed to convey a fair idea of the real aims and 
ideals of Freemasonry. Yet not a few Sovereign Princes 


^Of>, dt,, p. 56. For a. Blmiliir description see the ** Lyceum” 
(DubUti. ior. hIm PP* 257-8. 

« In coonectiou with the BymboUsm of this degree* Fr. Gruber 
writes: MiLionio fy-mbolB are raid to be radiant of ideas which 

should iienctmte the soul of every Mason* and be clearly refbeted 
In his conduct end character until ha becomes a pillar of strength 
to the fraternity " (d, Caihdic Encyct^i>p€dia, ib,), 

10 
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of ihe Rose Croix and Knights of tite Sun and Knights 
Kadosh who have dabbled in these blasphemous cere¬ 
monies and bound themselves by these crimmal oaths 
move about amongst us as peaceful and honoured 
citizens, living under the protection of the laws, nay, 
even fulfilling the offices of training the youth, of 
legislating and of administering justice for a devotedly 
Catholic people against whose religion and most 
cherished interests and ideals they have vowed un¬ 
scrupulous and implacable warfare I 


System of Government. 

A few words as to the government and adminis¬ 
tration of Freemasonry. The s^-stem varies a good 
deal in different rites, but gener^y speaking it is 
somewhat as follow's. The council or officers of the 
ordinary lodges are chosen by the rank and file from 
among the Master Masons. The whole body of officers 
or dignitaries of a lodge are sometimes called an Orient. 
The lodges of the higher grades, which are called 
Chapters are governed by bodies called Courts. Over 
these Orients and Courts, whose existence and per¬ 
sonnel are known to all the members of the lodge or 
chapter, there are several higher committees, called 
Tribunals. Consistories, etc.; and over all is the 
Areopagus. Tlie personnel, and sometimes even the 
very existence, of these higher committees are usually 
quite unknown to the ordinary members of the lodge 
or chapter; nor are they necessarily chosM from 
among the Orients or Courts, whose authority over 
the lodge is often merely nominal. The real authority 
is in the hands of the members of these higher com¬ 
mittees, w'ho to all outward appearance may belong 
to the ordinary rank and file. " For the most part," 
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writes Benoit, " the real chiefs are unknown. In the 
case of a great number of lodges the official heads have 
no real authority, the effective direction being in the 
hands of one member or of a certain number of members 
unknown to the general body. These keep the lodge 
in touch with the higher bodies; to which they send 
their reports as to die state of the lodge, and the 
spirit of the brethren, and from which they receive 
their instructions and the items of information, true 
or false, which has to be disseminated among the 
members." ^ Eckert's account, to which we shall 
refer later on,* * is quite in harmony with this description. 

Imperfect Freemasonry. 

Besides Freemasonry properly so-called or Perfect 
Freemasonry there is another type, which is some¬ 
times referred to as Imperfect Masonry.® This latter 
term includes the numerous secret and other societi« 
mostly founded and controlled by Freemasons and 
modelled more or less upon the Masonic constitutions 
and sj'stera, or at least partially identical with 
Freemasonry in their aims, Tliese societies are not, 
strictly speaking. Masonic, as they have not the sym¬ 
bolism nor ritual nor the system of different grades 
or degrees nor the same degree of secrec^^ Most of the 
members know the objects at which their society aims, 
whereas most members belonging to Freemasonry' 
proper do not. The object of these imperfect or quasi- 
Masonic societies is to work for the realization of some 
special item or aspect of the Masonic plan upon which 
they concentrate. " The lodges," writes Janet, " do 


• 0^* rt#., tome i, liv, ii, p* 189. 

• Chap, viii,, pp. 16^170. 

• Cf, Benoit, tome ii, pp. 1-86, for an excellent shmmary of this 
portion of the subject. 
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not form the complete framework of the army of the 
Revolution. . . . Under them are numberless popular 
organizations, circles and associations of all kinds, 
which are nothing else than simplified forms of Free- 
masonr>f. . . . These reach the classes which Free¬ 
masonry cannot admit into the lodges." ^ 

It is in allusion to these quasi-Masonic organizations 
that Fr. Gruber asserts that the real strength of Free¬ 
masonry lies in the fact that its more numerous and 
most efficient workers are outside its own body, namely, 
in the societies and institutions for all classes which 
it founds and inspires with its own spirit.® Gould, 
whose assertion is confirmed by L. Blanc and other 
Masonic ^vrite^s, says that " since 1750 Freemasonry 
has exerted a remarkable influence on all other oath- 
bound societies." ® Stevens goes still further and 
states as practically certain that Freemasonry is 
" directly or indirectly the parent of all modern secret 
societies, good, bad and indifferent.” There are, he 
says, in the U.S.A. more than 600 secret societies, 
utilising Masonic symbolism, and operating largely 
under Masonic influence, so that about every third 
male adult in the U.S.A. is a member of one or more 
such secret societies.* Familiar examples of tb^e 
associations are the Aincrican Protective Association 
(A.P.A.), the Knights of Ku Klux Klan, the Odd 
Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, the Loyal Order of 
Buffaloes, etc., etc.® 

Another well-kno\vn example of these quasi-Masomc 

1 Desebamps. op. cH.> p* Ixxviii. Cf. Appeadix III. 

■ Catholic Encyclopedia, ix, p. 796. 

A cf Stevens— of Ftatemities (Treat & Co., New York, 

1007)* Introduction. „ . ^ ^ 

^ Cf. Preuss, Dictionafy of Stcret and Oiket Socteites. Deschamps, 

op. cit., voL iii, ebap, xxxiii. 
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associations with which we are familiar in Ireland is 
the Orange Socidy, already referred to, whose professed 
objects are the protection of Protestant interests, and 
the diffusion of Protestant principles and ideals among 
the Irish people. The Purple Men, who control the 
Orange lodges are mostly Freemasons usually of the 
higher degrees.* * 

Again, Imperfect Freemasonrj’ may be said tq 
include the numerous non-secret societies whcKC 
immediate object is the promotion of some special 
portion or item of the Masonic anti-Christian pro¬ 
gramme. Among the best known of these societies 
are the different socialist International Associations 
of Workers (Vlniernationale), the International 
Association of Free Thinkers, the Hermetic Society, 
the Malthusian League, the League of Instruction, the 
Universal Israelite Alliance, the Theosophical Associa¬ 
tion, the Christian Scientists, some of the Feminist 
Associations, the Universal Republic Alliance, etc., etc.* 

It is outside our scope to treat of the specific object 
and work of these associations, each forming a section 
of the immense army which has been mobilised for 
the destruction of Christianity. 

White Masonry. 

Another t}rpe of Imperfect Freemasonry is what is 
sometimes termed White Masonry. This term is 

•Cl. Preuss, op. cil.: Deschamps, toe. dt., chap, xxrii; Clcry, 
op. fit. The Orange Sodety has two other degrees higher than that 
of the Purple Men, and may be practically regarded as a branch of 
Perfect Freemasonry. 

*Cf. Benoit, op. cit., vol, li. pp. i ff. Deschamjw, op. eii., vol. ii, 
chap, xi, and vol. ill (^aMttn), also Reviu InUmationale des SocitUs 
SutiUs {pastim). For an account of several Masonic assodatioca 
of women in U.S. A., cf. Preuss—Oief. of Secret and Other SodetUs; 
Rev. Intern, des Soc, Sec,, 1928, No. 42, p. 969 S ; and for an account 
of some feminist associations more or less subject to Masonic in¬ 
fluence, cf, t'b., 1926, No. 30, : 1927, Nos. 15 and 25. See also 
Appendix lU. 




150 


FREEMASONRY 


applied to the numerous associations which have 
sprung up in modern times (and still continue to 
multiply) ostensibly for the promotion of objects good 
in themselves or at least not unlawful, but which 
owing to their constitution or practical tendencies are 
utilised to promote Masonic ideals (or at least are 
calculated to promote them) such as secularism, inter- 
confessionalism or indifferentisra in religion, false 
internationalism, etc. These associatioia help to per¬ 
meate Christian society with unchristian principles, 
and so undermine imperceptibly the whole Christian 
social fabric. 

Among the associations of this type one of the b^t 
known is the Young Men's Christian Associaiion 
(Y.M.C.A.), which was condemned by the Holy Office 
in 1920 on the grounds that * *' Such organizations, 
while displacing singular love for youth comipt their 
faith, while pretending to purify it, teaching a con¬ 
ception of life above all churches, and outside every 
religious profession." ^ 

The Rotary International organization may be given 
as another example of White Masonry. Although its 
professed object is " to encourage and foster high 
ethical standards in business and the professions,” 
and to make the ideal of service the basis of all enter¬ 
prise, the Code of Morals which it puts for^vard is 
purely naturalistic; * and in some coimtries at l^t 
Rotary has exhibited a strong anti-Christian bias. 
Hence the Cardinal-Archbishop of Toledo and the 
Spanish hierarchy have forbidden to their people all 
participation in it. Again, the Holy See in a decision 

^In 1915 (vir.,fiveyear8 before the condemnation of thcY.M.C.A. 
by the Holy OBice) the total membership was 625,000, of whom 
150.000 were CathoUcs. Cf. Preuss, op, cil., p. 494 ff. 

*Cf. Preuss, op. dt., pp, 409-410. 
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issued February 4th, 1929, by the Sacred Congre^tion 
of the Consistory, has declared that it is undesirable 
{non expedireY for Bishops or other ecclesiastical 
superiors to allow the priests subject to them to 
become members of Rotary or to take part in its 
meetings. The Osservaiore Romano in an authorised 
article enumerates three main reasons for the decision 
of the Congregation, viz.: The Masonic origin o£^ 
Rotary, its proved hostility to the Church and its 
moral code, " which in almost every particular re¬ 
sembles that of Freemasonry." * To the same category 
belong the association of the Friends of Israel, to 
which we have alluded in an earlier chapter,® and many 
other so-called " non-sectarian " associations which it 
is impossible to discuss within our present limits. 

As an illustration of the practical working of this 
portion of the Masonic organization C. Janet quotes 
from the French monthly— Le Correspondani, March 28, 
1845 —^ description by a Catholic Belgian Minister of 
State (Mr. d'Horrer) of the organization of the Radical 
Party in Switzerland, which led later to the War of 
the Sonderhund (1847) and the enforcing of a Liberal, 
unchristian constitution upon the Catholic States: 
" Diuing the long period of conspiracy on the one 
band and blindness on the other, aU Switzerland 
became organized in associations w'hose objects and 
outward activities varied indefinitely. Not all of these 

Acta ApostoHccB Sedis, Feb. 6, 1929, Cooceming the prop^ 
interpretation of the words nan expedite, of.* Acta Sancia Stdis, 
vol. xix. p. 94, for a reply of the Congregation of the Holy Of&ce, 
that these words aa used by the Sacred Pcenitentiary in imply 
a prohibition {^ohibilionem imporiai), 

•Cf. Revue inemaHimals de$ Saciiiis Secrites, No. 43* 1928, also 
no. lit 1929. p. 298, where the full text of the decision is given as 
well as a summary of the article in the Osservatore Eomanc. See 
also Ctv) 7 /a CathvUm, June 16^ 1928. 

* Chap, iv, pp. 74-6, Cf. algo Appendix IV. 
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seemed at first to be in any way tinged with the 
revolutionary spirit ; but as the Masonic lodges and 
committees had secured that their own principal men 
and most effective speakers should be members of 
these associations ... all the latter fell sooner or 
later . . . under the yoke of Masonic vassalage. 

These societies included The Helvetic Association, 
the Geological and Archjeological societies, those of 
Natural History', of Music, of Agriculture, etc. ... All 
these societies eventually fell under the influence of 
the Free-Markstnen, which soon covered all Switzer¬ 
land." » 

Bird’s-eye View of the Whole Masonie Organization. 

From all that has been said so far, we may with a 
contemporary French Catholic writer classify the 
members of the different Masonic and quasi-Masonic 
organizations into three general categories. In the 
first place there is the rank and file. The members 
of this class, which constitute the vast majority, in¬ 
clude very many good and well-meaning people, who 
are dupes and victims, understanduig little or nothing 
of the real character and aims of the unholy league or 
leagues to which they have given their adhesion, and 
which utilise them for their own wicked purposes. 
Next come the large liody of ofl&cials of different ranks 
and degrees, organized into a kind of hierarchy and 
forming the connecting link between the rank and 
file and the higher hidden powers which direct and 
more or less co-ordinate the activities of the whole 
body. The members of this second class know far 
more than the preceding, of the aims and character 
of Freemasonry and its relations with the subsidiary 


* Descliamps, op, ciU voL I, pp. Ixxvtii-btxix. See Appendix VI. 
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associations. Hence it is more difficult to believe in 
their good faith. Nevertheless, the unexpected con¬ 
versions from among them, which now and then occur, 
suggest that some, even of this category, are sincere 
and mejin well. Lastly, come the elite, who are some- 
I times called '* The Hidden Power,” belonging to the 

high degrees of the different Masonic rites. These arc 
1' comparatively few in number—^men usually >vithout, 

I) country or creed, without scruple and often without 

fear, full of ambition for w’orld-pow'er, and animated 
by a fierce aggressive hatred against Christianity, for 
the destruction of which, as well as to satisfy their 
j personal ambition, they utilize the immense resources 

of their organization. They are supposed to be mostly 
* identified with the great Jewish leaders; but include 

individuals of all nations and of all sects. These men 
and their trusted agents are now to be found occupying 
the points of vantage in almost every country of 

I Europe and America. They control the resources and 
influence which form the sinews of war; and thus 
dominate public life and shape economic and social 
conditions. 

* '* Besides the initiated members of the Masonic 

organizations, there are to be found everjT^'here and 
in every rank of life representatives of that wretched 
P type who are not inaptly styled ‘ Alasons without the 
Apron.' These, while not belonging to any of the 
:j Masonic organizations, have more or less imbibed the 
Masonic mentality; and promote, oftentimes all un¬ 
consciously, the interests of Freemasonry among their 
fellow-countrymen, and even among their feUow- 
I Catholics. It is men of this type that propagate the 

; legend of the Freemasons* belief in the true God and 

I extol Masonic beneficence, and even go so far as to 
suggest that the Church may or ought to revise its 
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attitude towards Freemasonry. Of these men some 
are merely foolish or over-credulous; some have an 
eye upon self-aggrandisement and position; while 
some are to be classed as renegades. All are utilized 
by the sect to ward off or lesson the impact of the 
blows which are dealt by the champions of faith and 
fatherland or to neutralize the effect of the Church's 
uncompromising condemnation." ^ 


Chapter VIII 


MASONIC POLICY. METHODS AND MEANS* 

W E have already referred to the essential op¬ 
position of Freemasonry to Christianity. The 
contrast and antagonism between the two 
will serve to illustrate the character of Masonic policy. 


Basis of the Church’s Policy. 

The definite objective of the Church in its action 
upon society is " to restore aU thin^ in Christ." This 
ideal and aim underlies every movement whidi 
Christianity inspires. The Personality of Our Divine 
Lord and of His Blessed Mother (whose character 
rejects that of her Divine Son as the moon reflects 
the sun's rays), the example of His life, the precepts 
and counsels of the Gospel, should in the Christian 
social ideal permeate and give colour to every detail 


1 Santo do Colmar* JLa JDfftnosguie (Pans# 

19 27)* pp, 9, 10. . , 

> On this whole subject* cf. the excellent series of articles in the 
Catholic by the Rev. Dr. Fahey* C.S.Sp.* voL xviii (192S), 

p. 927 ff. 1030 Q, 1143 and 1272 ff. ; also De Poncins* &p, ett * 
pp. gi d. 
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of public and private life ; and thus only will be fully 
realised the social peace and prosperity which 
Christianity has to offer. Hence, Pope Pius XI wTites 
in his Encyclical instituting the Feast of Christ's 
Kingship : " When once men recognize in both private 
and public life that Jesus Christ is King, society will 
at last receive the great biasings of real liberty, well- 
ordered discipline, peace and harmony." * • 

Opposing Policy of Freemasonry, 

The political and social ideals of Liberalism, of which 
Freemasonry is the soul and driving force, are the very 
opposite of all this. Freemasonry sets up a code of 
morals and a principle of human virtue and beneficence 
independent of God ; and while it affects to ignore 
Our Divine Lord or, if circumstances require, pays a 
homage of lip-service to His sacred name, its very 
essence is opposition to Him and to His mission on 
earth. Underlying the whole Masonic sj^tem, colouring 
all its public teaching and activities, as well as its 
private ceremonial, there is a steady current of an¬ 
tagonism to Christianity. The Church’s ideals are 
held up to derision; its teaching misrepresented; its 
ministers and religious, when occasion serves, are 
calumniated and persecuted. Even its sacred rites 
are fantastically and blasphemously caricatured in 
much of the Masonic ceremonial. These traits some¬ 
times appear open and undisguised. Often the anti- 
Christian bias is partially bidden under a veneer of 
humanitarianism or false culture or pseudo-scientific 
scepticism—but it is always there. 

Leo XIII, in the Apostolic letter which he addressed 
to the Bishops of the whole Church on the occasion 


* Quas Primai, Dec. nth, 1925. 






156 


FREEMASONRY 


of the silver jubilee of his pontificate, emphasizes the 
fact that the naturalistic or anti-Christian aim is 
always the dominant motive even in the so-called 
philanthropic or humanitarian action of Freemasonry : 

" Filled with tlie spirit of Satan, who knows how to 
transform himself into an angel of light. Freemasonry puts 
forward as its pretended aim the good of humanity ; but 
in reality it sacrifices every other consideration to the 
success of its own sectarian policy. While pretending to 
have no political designs, it exercises, nevertheless, the 
deepest influence upon the laws and administration of 
States. Paying a lip service to the authority of law, and 
even to the obligations of religion, it aims (as its own 
statutes declare) at the destruction of civil authority and 
of the Christian priesthood, both of which it regards as the 
foes of human liberty." ^ 

Rationalism and Hermetioism Associated with the Masonic 
Policy. 

We have already referred* * to Rationalism and Her- 
meticism (including Theosophy, Christian Scientism, 
Spiritism, etc.) as characteristic of the Masonic religion 
and philosophy. These, which are put forward as a 
substitute for real religion, are fast becoming more and 
more widespread in England and throughout the 
English-spejiing world. They are the most powerful 
dissolvents of whatever elements of true Chmtianity 
still survive among the Protestant populations. In¬ 
filtrations even into Catholicism are being attempted. 
This element is perhaps the most deadly and dai^erous 
aspect of the whole Masonic movement; for it cuts 

* Parv$titt a la Vingl-cinquUme annS«, March 19th, 1902. Cf. 
(Ettvres de Leo XIII, tome vi, pp. 287, 288 (la Bonne Presse, 5 Rne 
Bayard» Paris)* 

• Sec Chapter iv. 
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deeper than anj^thing else into Christian life, whose 
very foundation it attacks.* * 

Immediate Objective of Masonic Policy. 

The immediate aim of the practical policy of Free¬ 
masonry is to make its naturalistic principles effective 
in the lives of the people; and first of all to enforce 
them in every detail of public life. Hence its political 
and social programme includes: 

(1) The banishment of religion from aU departments 
of government, and from all public institutions; and 
as a mark of the triumph of this policy, the removal of 
the Crucifix and all religious emblems from the legis¬ 
lative assemblies, the courts of justice, the public 
hospitals, the schools and university colleges, etc. 

(2) The secularization of marriage. 

(3) The establishment of a State system of so-called 
education which, at least in its primary stages, will 
be obligatory, gratuitous and conducted by the laity.* 

(4) Complete freedom of worship (at least for all 
religions except the true one). 

(5) Unrestrained liberty of the Press even in the 
propagation of irreligious doctrines and of principles 
subversive of morality; similar freedom for the st^e, 
the cinema, and for all maimer of public activities, 
even when most injurious to the public interest, such 
as the operation of the betting and gamb l i ng agencies, 
the drink traffic, etc. 

* Cf. DicL Apologct, de la Foi, CaihoHqu^t Art, ** Franc-Ma^on- 
Dcrio,'* cols, i2i|-t26, where documentatioo is given to prove the 
close connection of Freemasonry with the Theosophical and Occultist 
movement, 

• This is the professed object of the Masonic League of Insiruction, 

which was established in France in 1866, Cf, Deschamps. op. ctf., 
vol, iii* jpp. 427 ff; also Mgr. Jouin, Le Peril Judaeo^Maconnique, 
vol, adi (Le Loi pp, 99 fi. 
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(6) The elimination of all distinction between the 
sexes in education and in all departments of public 
life, and the promotion or encouragement of radical 
feminism. ‘ 

The same programme usually includes or favours 
a {$o-calU^ Democratic or Republican form of govern¬ 
ment, indiscriminate universal suffrage, and the 
centralization of political and administrative authority 
in the hands of a bureaucracy. It is opposed on the 
other hand to the national distinctions which are 
associated with the Christian virtue of patriotbm, to 
the ideal of strongly organized rural communities 
settled permanently on the land; and finally to the 
organization of society in classes bound together by 
ties of common interest and mutual service. Hence 
its policy tends towards commercialism, a false inter¬ 
nationalism, and extreme individualism.® 

Effects of Masonic Policy on Social Life. 

It is dear that in a social system organized according 
to these Masonic ideals, the masses of the people, 
while nominally free, and in theory the source of all 
authority in the State, would inevitably ^come de¬ 
graded and enslaved. Demoralized by indulgence, 
deprived of the guidance and help which Christian 

* It should be observed that all the above items are not pnt 
forward at once, nor until the public mind is sufficiently confused 
and attuned to the new ideas. Again, Freemasonry usually adopts 
the pose of outward decency but always on naturmistic principles. 

• Cf. Leo XlII, Humanum CeniM, 1884. Benoit, op. «!., tome i, 
Liv. i. sect. 2, chap. U : also tome ii, liv. iii, chaps, i-iii; D<^hamps, 
op, cit„ vol. i, liv. i, vol. ii and iii passint; BelUot, op. eii., 3 * *^™® 
partle. chap. i. p. 388. Among the outstanding indications of the 
dechristianisation of modem social life largely due to Masonic 
iufiwencc* is the cult of I^udum in its extreme form, Ct. Rav, 
InUm, dfs Soc. Sic,, 1928, No. 46, pp, xo6o 0 , 
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principles give, isolated, unorganized, mostly bereft of 
permanent property, having a smattering of literacy, 
but without retd education, they would have little or 
no jmwer of resistance against the tyranny of bureau¬ 
cracies or financial combines controlling the Press and 
the economic life of the countiy. The substantial 
freedom, prosperity, and true civilization which accom¬ 
pany or result from the Christian regime would give» 
way to social conditions akin to those of pre-Christian 
Rome. 

Methods of Masonic Action, 

Leo XIll, writing of Masonic methods and means 
in the Apostolic letter already quoted, has the following 
striking passage;— 

Including almost every nation in its immense grasp it 
[Freemasonry] unites itself with other sects of which it 
is the real inspiration and the bidden motive power. It 
first attracts and then retains its associates by the bait 
of worldly advantage which it secures for them. It bends 
governments to its will sometimes by promises, sometimes 
by ^ threats. It has found its way into every class of 
society, and forms an invisible and irresponsible power, an 
independent government, as it were, within the body 
corporate of the lawful state, .... 

Day by day it is becoming clearer that the continued 
troubles and opposition which have for so long harawd 
the Church—and the renewed attacks of which it has quite 
lately been the object—are mainly due to Masonic initiative 
and activities. This appears evident from several in¬ 
dications ; as a storm from an unclouded sky (that is to 
say, without any apparent cause proportionate to the 
effect), assaults and persecutions have quite suddenly 
burst upton us; the same means have been everywhere 
employed to bring about the persecution, to wit, a I*ress 
campaign, public meetings and theatrical displays ; similar 
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i Parvenu a h Vingt-dnquiime. March, 1920. 
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The outer Freemason^ stands ostensibly for toler¬ 
ance, liber^isra in religion, humanitarianism, etc., 
without actively participating in the dark deeds and 
purposes of the inner circles, which, however, its 
members actually uphold and assist by giving their 
adhesion and support to the Masonic body. The outer 
circles of Masonry contain multitudes of members who 
do not know the purpose or activities of the inner body.* 
Their motives in joining the sect are merely or prin¬ 
cipally the commercial or social advantages which 
they hope to obtain. It also usually includes wealthy 
or influential rnen who serve as useful figure-heads. 
These seem to give the Masonic body a certain character 
of moderation ; but in reality, they exert little influence 
over its activities, and are merely utilized as tools by 
the inner circles. 1 

Formation of the Members. 

In the Masonic system, the lodge is the training 
ground for the members as well as the unit in the 
organization. It is in the lodges that the minds of the 
mernbers are gradually and almost imperceptibly 
fashioned to Masonic principles and ideals. This result 
is principally brought about not by formal instruction 
(although that is uti^d especially in conneetbn with 
the different initiations) but rather by means of a 
whole variety of more or less subtle influences. Among 
the^ may be mentioned the effect of Masonic sym¬ 
bolism ^ ^d ceremonial on the mind and character of 
the initiated; the unvarying etiquette of the lodge 
m which all reference to the supernatural or to patriotic 
idealism (" Religion and Politics ") is taboo ; the care- 
fuUy fostered tone of superio rity and enlightenment 

PP 37* Fidiles de la conln-Egliss, iirs partie, 






i 62 


FREEM.\SONRY 


as compared with the superstition and ignorance of 
the non-Masonic (Christian) world; the soi-dhatti 
broadminded spirit of cosmopolitanism and humani- 
tarianism (which exclude, however, the true foundations 
of the real corresponding virtues, viz., true chanty 
founded on love of God, and patriotism); the anificial 
atmosphere of secrecy, etc., etc,^ 

“ Neither politics nor religion," writes Ragon, '* * are 
referred to in the ordinary Mjasonic reunions : but such 
is the admirable organization of the Masonic insti¬ 
tution, protector as it is of the higher sciences, that 
its religious grades and degrees speak to the intelligence 
of the initiated, while its form and s^-stem of adrnini- 
stration address themselves to the political spirit of 
all the brethren. The reflections thereby suggested 
to the minds of the members are by them brought 
back to the outside world as sure and approved ideals 
by the aid of which they seek to improve or destroy 
in the religious or political order whatever they find 
to be out of accord with them.* 

Hasonlo Aotion upon Christian Society. 

In the Masonic idea, its own sectarian sv-stem of 
morals and government and social life is the exempl^ 
upon which it strives to refashion all sociaty. It is 
essentially propagandist and zealous for the triumph 
of its principles. The spirit and tone, and intellectual 
outlook which prevail in the Masonic lodges are con¬ 
sciously or unconsciously disseminated by the members 
among the public outside. 

Its methods of propaganda vary accordmg to cir¬ 
cumstances, betw'een those of peaceful penetration 

* Cf. Benoit, op. eit.. tome U, Uv. ui, chap ii. 

* Cours d'Iniltalion. etc., p. 377. quoted m Deschamps, op. «i.. 
vol. i, p. Ivi. 
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and of open violence.* * Lying, hy^pocrisy, and dis¬ 
simulation are perhaps the most constant and out¬ 
standing characteristics of Masonic action in all its 
phas^. It appeals to and utilizes men's passions of 
avarice, pride and voluptuousness to undermine the 
Christian social customs and organization. For the 
same purpose it influences legislation and the ad¬ 
ministration of the State.® • 

The following extract from a Masonic document 
published in Le Monde Ma^onnique {1879, p. 224), 
illustrates some of the methods tisually employed by 
Freemasonry in the earlier stages of its efforts to 
interpenetrate a profoundly Catholic society with 
naturalistic principles and ideals. The document 
contains the official scheme of proposed activities of 
the Grand Lodge of Chili, 1876 {Plan de Travaux de la 
Grande Loge du Chili). The country then enjoyed 
profound peace, its social system resting on the basis 
of the old Catholic tradition : 

" Art. I. Besides the existing committees, the Grand 
Lodge will establish committees of External Activities. 

"Art. 2. These committees shall be called; {a) the 
Section of Instruction ; (6) the Section of Beneficence ; 
(c) the Section of Propaganda; and {d) the Section of 
Klasonic Fraternity. 

" Art. 3. The Action of Instruction will apply itself— 
(a) to found lay schools ; (6) to assist all associations which 
have for their object the giving of gratuitous instnution to 
tlK poor ; (c) to assist and promote all the existing scientific, 
literary and artistic, institutions; (d) to organize popular 
lectures for the propagation of all knowledge tending 
to facilitate the progress of humanity. 


^ Deschamps, op, cii,, li v. iii, chap, prelim, 

* Cf. Benoit* op, ciL, tome ii, liv, lii, sect, a. See supra, pp, i*8 E, 
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'' Ari. 4. The Section of Beneficence will—(a) aid in the 
founding of hospitals, etc.; (6) give direct or indirect sup¬ 
port to all institutions of this nature which do not aim at 
private gain or sectarian (vi2.. Catholic) objects, 

" .4rt. 5. The Section of Propaganda Avill—(a) defend 
and (iisseminate by means of the Press the trite ideals of 
Freemasonry: (6) labour for the introduction into the 
public institutions of the principles of liberty, equalUy and 
fraternity, and above all, for the separation between Church 
and State; the establishment of civil marriage; the 
secularisation of works of beneficence ; the support of the 
victims of religious intolerance; and in general, for whatever 
may help to unite all mankind into a single family, etcA 

Its Fatal Results. 

By means of continued action of the type here 
indicated which, besides helping to secure pr^tige 
for the sect, propagates Masonic principles and ideas, 
the Christian body politic is inoculated silently with 
the virus of the modern spirit. Soon, principles of 
Liberalism begin to be introduced into the laws and 
customs of the nation, which gradually loses its 
Christian character. We are only too familiar with 
the ultimate results such as are to be seen to-day in 
France. Portugal. Mexico, and several other States of 
Spanish America- 

As it is outside our present scope to attempt a 
comprehensive or detailed treatment of Masonic 
methods and means, we shall confine ourselv« to a 
brief survey of what may be at present described as 
the Master Weapons of Masonry. Tliese are financial 
control, the Press and Cinema, and the Revolutionary 
Movements. 


I Quoted in Dcschamps, op. eit., vol, i, pp. btx-lxxi. 
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Masonic Action tbrough Financial ControL 

One of the worst features of the present day Liberal 
system of^ social organization is the tjTanny of the 
moneyed interest. The ring of great capitalists and 
international bankers dominating high finance, exercise 
through their control of credit such influence in every 
phase of the nation’s life that they may be not inaptly 
described as a kind of irresponsible super-government* * 
Manufacture, transport, international comms'ce are 
very largely under the control of this small clique. 
The same half-hidden anonymous power exercises the 
deepest influence on State policy. It controls the 
Press, the international new's-agencies, the theatre, 
the cinema, the book market.^ It dominates fashions 
in dress, and almost decides what the ordinary multi¬ 
tude eat and wear and read. It practically determines 
what particular industry is to succeed, and what is 
to be crushed out. For by means of the control of 
credit, it controls the amount of money available and 
its purchasing power. This control reacts on com¬ 
merce, manufacture, trade, and even agriculture. 

Now it is certain that the members of this financial 
ring are identified in large part with the Jewish Masonic 
leaders. Financial control is to-day the great master 
w^eapon of Freemasonry, and the one by w'hich all the 
other engines of destruction are kept in motion.* The 
spread of Rationalism and Hermeticism, the anti- 
Christian Press propaganda, the numberless other 


* Cf. Adams. Real Wealth. Financial Poverty (London, 1923), 

* To get an idea of the extent to which the great Jewish finaadera 
now dominate and control the financial world and the whole 
economic life of the European race, cf. The Jews' Who's Who (The 
Judwc Publishing Co.. 62 Oxford Street, London, W'., 1921); 
Lamtelin, Les Vicloires dTsrael, chap, vii; The International Jew, 
4 vols. (published by " Tlie Britons," 40 Great Ormond Street, 
London), 
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agencies of Masonic activity, even the Socialist and 
revolutionary movements are all fostered and pro¬ 
moted in a most efficacious way, by the power and 
influence which financial control confers. 

Masonic Action throngb the Press and the Cinema. 

Of the several subsidiary means which Freemasonry 
employs, Pr^ and C inema propaganda and the re¬ 
volutionary movements are, perhaps, to-day the most 
tangible and evident. From several Masonic docu¬ 
ments, some of which we have quoted, it appears that 
the leaders of the anti-Christian movement rely very 
much on the public Press as one of their most effective 
instruments.^ The great capitalistic Press of the 
United States, England, Germany, and France is now 
almost entirely controlled by the great Jewish Inter¬ 
national Financiers.® The most influential organs are 
owned by them or by syndicates over which they 
exercise practiced control. Even among the journalist ic 
writers themselves the Jewdsh element is predominant. 
Of the papers not directly owned by Jews, Jewish 
influence usually predominates in the management. 
In such cases the editor or art critics or principal 
foreign correspondents or all of these usually are Jews.® 
Apart from the direct control or ownership of the Press, 
exercised by Jewish s>ndicates or individuals; and 
apart also from the Jew’s that take a leading part in 

^ Cf. Supra, p. 129. for words of Leo XITL 

*Cf* Ebcrie* Grassmachi Pra$se (Vienna. 1920), Dr. Ebcrle is 
(or was) the editor of the well-known Catholic weekly Das Neue 
Reich. His book is the best on the subject of the capitalistic Press. 
The facts which he gives in detail prove the predominant control 
of the Jews over the Press in almost all countries of the world. 
Cf, also H. Belloc, The Free Press (London. Alien and Unwin. 1918.) 

• Ail this is true of the English papers which at j>resent circulate 
unchecked in Ireland, dominating the tone and spirit of the Dublin 
Press* and bidding fair to supplant it. 
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the actual work of journalism, it is a recognized fact 
that practically the whole secular Press of Britain 
arid America is effectually dominated through the 
medium of the advertising pages by the great financial 
and trading interests which Jews largely control, and 
the displeasure of which no editor will run the risk 
of inciuring.^ 

Not only what is called the Capitalistic Pre^, but 
even the Socialistic Press of the world is ow-ned an(f 
controlled by Jewish financiers. Thus, " the editor 
of the great Socialistic paper of New York, Vorwarts, 
is the Jew, A. Cohan.” * * " The foundation of the 
principtd French Socialistic paper, Humanitd, was the 
work of the Jewish members of the high financial 
ring—Rothschild, Dreyfus, etc.” The same is true 
of the other two chief French Socialist reviews, 
L'Aurore and Le Bonnet Rowge.* 

Again, the great news-agencies of the world, such 
as those of Reuter jind of Wolff, which are the leading 
British and German news agencies, as well as that of 
Havas, the principal French agency (which latter 
supplies many newspapers with loans as well as with 
news), are owned or controlled by Jews. Besides 
these news agencies, the recently founded J.T.A. 
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency) supplies nevra items gratis 
to most of the big dallies. Even Catholic journalists 
or editors or those not in sympathy with Masonic 
or Jewish ideals tend to accept uncritically the news 
circulated by these agencies ; although such news is 
often misleading and too frequently insidiously hostile 
to Christ iiinity. 

‘ Cf. Bcitoc, op cit. This applies less to the Continental Press, 
which depends more on circulation and less on advertising than 
Uie British. A.roerican, and (soHsallcd) Irish Press. 

* Grositnacki Presit, p. 229. 
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We do not say that all the Jewish newspaper owners 
or journalists are Masonic, or are active agents in the 
Masonic movement against Christianity; but, judging 
from the generally recognized connection l^tween 
Freemasonrj' and modem Judaism, which w'e have 
already treated of, and the repeated testimonies in 
authentic Masonic documents of the reliance of the 
Masonic powers upon Press control for the furthering 
of their designs and, above all, in view of the con¬ 
sistent and insidious propaganda against Christian 
ideals and Catholic interests which characterizes the 
Jew-controlled Press of the world, one is forced to the 
conclusion that this Jewish control is, broadly speaking, 
exercised in the interests of naturalism, and, on the 
whole, is definitely anti-Catholic. 

The Jew [writes Lazare] is not content to dechristianize— 
he Judaizcs ; he destroys the Catholic and Protestant 
belief; he provokes to religious indifference; but he also 
imposes on those whose faith he destroys his own con¬ 
ceptions of the world, of morality and of human life ; he 
labours at his age-long task—the destruction of the religion 
of Christ.* 

What is said here of the Press applies wth equal 
or still greater force to the Cinema; practically all of 
which over the two Continents of Europe and America 
is in the hands of the Jews.* Hence the substantial 
accuracy of Dr. Eberle’s own summary of the case 
can scarcely be called in question;— 

Jews are in control of the leading organs of public 
opinion of the world. The intellectual outlook and the 

‘ V AnthimUisme. 

•Cf. Rtv. InUfnai. dss Soc. Sicrites, December i6, 1928, p. ii^i 
for a complete list ol the great firms (all controUcd by Jews) which 
supply the film and cinema markets of the English-s^aJdiig world. 
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special interests of the Jewish nation are always the de¬ 
ciding factors in selecting topics and news items, and in 
determining the manner of treatment. . . . The main 
editorial staffs are employed to serve the interests and 
promote the ideals and hopes of Jewry. 

That the ideals and hopes of Jewry or at least of the 
Jewish leaders are antagonistic to Christianity, and 
more or less in harmony with the objects of Free^ 
masonry does not admit of denial or doubt. 

We are familiar with the methods employed by the 
Press and the Cinema of permeating the body politic 
with unchristian or anti-Christian principles and 
ideals. The dose administered on each occasion is 
usually tempered to suit the actual dispositions of the 
readers or the audience, while insensibly preparing 
the mind and character for something stronger. Little 
by little the public mind gets accustomed to scenes 
and view's of life, which a few years previously would 
shock and produce reaction. Thus the public opinion 
is ^adually demoralized and weaned from the old 
Christian tradition and outlook; and after a certain 
time public life becomes practicaJly dechristianized.^ 

Freemasonry and the Revolutionary Movements. 

Another formidable force has appeared in the 
modem world, apparently antagonistic to capitalism 
and international finance, but no less opposed than 
they to Christian civilization and Christian ideals. This 
force is Socialism, especially in the shape of revolu¬ 
tionary Communism or Bol^evism, as it is now' com¬ 
monly termed. The intimate connection of Socialism 
with Freemasonry is strongly emphasized by Leo XIII 
in several of his great Encyclicals. Tlie fundamental 
aims and ideals of the two are closely akin. Both are 


Appcadiccs 111 and lY. 







IJO 


FREEMASONRY 


international, anti-patriotic, disruptive, and material¬ 
istic. The predominating influence of the Masonic 
Jews in Russian Communism and, indeed, in the whole 
modem socialistic movement is now commonly ad¬ 
mitted. ‘ The whole Socialist movement is largely a 
Jewish creation. The founders of SocibUism—Marx, 
Engels and Lasalle—w'ere Jews and Freemasons. 
Ricardo, from whom some of the principles of Socialism 
such as Marx's Theory of Value and Lasalle’s Iron Law 
of Wages are borrowed, was also a Jew.® Even before 
the Great War, the Socialist movement over the whole 
world was almost entirely controlled by Jews.® This 
was especially tnie of Russia, which contains a very 
large proportion of the whole Jewish population of 
the world, and where for the past century the Jews 
have been almost invariably the centre of the sub¬ 
versive movements. The rise of Bolshevism in modem 
times, in which Masonic Je\vs have had a predominant 
part, represents the ripened fruit of the revolutionary 
and anarchical movements which have kept portions 
of Europe and America in spasmodic turmoil during 
the past century and a half. 

Masonic Revolutionary Methods. 

The following extracts from one of the works of 
M. Eckert, a very able and well-informed student of 
Freemasonry, will" help to throw much light upon this 
aspect of our subject. Eckert wrote about the middle 
of the last century. He w'as a native of Sa.xony and 
a Protestant, and was a scholar of very remarkable 

‘ Cf. the Iriih Monthly. .■SpriJ to July, 19* *8: also Lambelin, 
of. at., chap. V. Deachamps, op. at,, vol. ii, chap, xiv, vol. iii, 
chap. xxvi. 

* It should be added that both Marx and Ricardo, though Jews 
by birth, became Protestants. 

' Cf. Belloc, The Jews, pp. 5a-34. 
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erudition. He devoted his life to the work of un¬ 
ravelling the mysteries of the Masonic societies, and 
published severd valuable treatises on the subject.^ 
Our extracts, which are taken from Gjt's translation 
of Eckert’s works, contain a brief summary of some 
of the results of his investigations:— 

Masonry, being a universal association, is governed by j 
a single cWef called the Patriarch. The title of Grand I 
Master of the Order is not the exclusive privilege of any^ 
one family or nation, Scotland, England, France, and ! 
Germany have had in turn the lionour of giving to the 
Order its supreme ruler. It would seem that at present 
[1857] Lord Palmerston* enjoys that dignity. Associated 
with the Patriarch are two committees composed of dele¬ 
gates of the Grand Orient, one legislative and the other 
executive. It is only the members of these committees , 
that know the Patriarch, and they alone are in communi- j 
cation with him, / 

All modem Masonic revolutions prove that the Order 
is divided into two distinct parts: one pacific or consti¬ 
tutional and the other warlike or revolutionary, Tlie 
former employs only p^ceful means, viz,, the platform 
and the Press. Its role is to lead the authorities or persons 
whose min it wishes to bring about towards self-destruction 
or mutual war. It subdues into the service of the Order 
^ the important positions in the State, in the Church,® 
in the Universities, and in all spheres of influence and 


La Franc-mac<mnerie dans sa verifabU significaiion and La 
Franc-ma 4 :onnerif ftt ei dans sa tappoft avec Us auires 

SociiUs SecriUs <U L* Europe, both translated from the original 
German by Gyr. (TJfege, 1854 and 1855). 

•Cf. Dillon, op. cit„ chaps, xvi-xix. for a very interesting dis»\ 
cossion on Lord Palmerston, and his complicity in the worst \ 
designs of atheism against Christianity." of which Mgr. Dillon says : I 
'* The proofs are so weighty, clear, and conclusive that it is im* ■ 
possible to refuse them credence," p. 91. See also Deschamps, / 
op. cil., liv* ii, chap, ix, sect, 6-S. ' 

• Eckert, a Protestant, refers here to the Protestant sects. 
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power. It seduces the masses of the people, dominates 
public opinion, by means of the Press and the inter-pene¬ 
tration of different Masonic or quasi-Masonic associations, 
etc. . . . Its directory calls itself the Grand Orient. It 
clo^ its lodges (I will shortly say why) as soon as the other 
division, viz., the warlike or revolutionary section, marshy 
mto the street the populace w'hom it has won over to the 

designs of the Order. ... 

When the pacific section has pushed its activities to 
the point that a violent attack may s^m to have soon a 
chance of success; when passions are inflamed, the 
authority sufficiently undenmned and enfeebled, and the 
pivotal positions in Church and State occupied by traitors, 
the division of war is ordered to commence its active 
operations. 

From the time that the revolutionary attack commences 
and the division of war has taken up the reins, the lodges 
of the other division close down. . . . One effect and 
purpose of these tactics is to prevent the possibility of the 
Order being convicted of co-operating in the revolution. 

, . . Besides, in actual fact, while the high dignitaries of 
the Order form portion of the war party as well as of the 
pacific section, the great majority of the members of these 
two parties do not know of the connection between them. 

Hence, in case of the failure of the revolution the 
pacific party (whose policy is directed by the high chiefs) 
are enabled to come to the protection of the others . . . 
representing them as patriots of excessive ardour, misled 
beyond the limits of good order and prudence. 

If, on the other hand the revolutionary movement 
succeeds, the members of the pacific party are ready 
to seize on the important administrative positions in 
the State.^ Tlie method of action here outlined has 
been exemplified again and again in the European 
and American revolut ionary outbreaks during the 

• La Frant-Maeotnuru en e/fe-w/MW, etc., tgm. i, pp. 28, 29. quoted 
in Dcaciiamps, op, cit., vol. i, pp. xciii, xciv. 
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past century and a half. The Irish reader will also 
probably recognize a certain family likeness between 
it and the methods followed in recent years by the 
Masonic and Orange Societies in Ireland. 

Central Control of the Antl-Chrlstlan Movement. 

Claudio Janet, writing some thirty years later {1880) 
in his able and comprehensive Introduction to Pc re 
Deschamps’ SocUth Secrltes, while admitting the 
reality of a unified centre of control in Freemasonry* 
(whose existence is asserted or implied by Eckert, 
Gougenot-Demousseaux, and Deschamps as well as by 
some of the best-informed present-day writers on 
Freemasonry such as Mgr. Jouin and his coUaborateurs), 
adds bis conviction that_th e authority of the con- , 
trollin g hodj isjnot^^Tbi eye^h^e recogi^d ; 
tiiat opp)osing currents of different kinds (sudi as 
personal rivalries, racial or national jealousies, opposing 
financial interests, etc.) frequently arise to mar the j 
efficiency of this instrument of evil:— 

These intestine discords are oftentimes the means which 
Divine Providence employs to check the successful advance 
of the forces of destruction. . . . But it cannot be denied | 
that these forces are tending more and more towards 
unification. ... On the day that such an unification is 
realized, the time will be ripe for anti-Christ.*^ 

How far these great forces of evil have at present 
secured unity of control and action, it is difficult to 
judge with certainty. Leo XIII in the extracts quoted 
above implies, as practically certain, that there existed 
even a quarter of a century ago a single centre of 
control, directing Masonic activities aU over the world. 


> Cf, Peschamps, ofi. eil., vol. i, p. acviii. 
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The indications of such a unified control seem to be 
much clearer to-day than they were then. Probably 
the war against Christianity wzs never prosecuted 
(at least since the early centuries) with such vigour 
and universality or with so much apparent unity of 
plan in almost every country as it has been during 
the last ten years.^ One explanation of this may be 
that since the emancipation of the Jews the direction 
of Freemasonr)^ has fallen more and more under the 
control of the Jewish Masonic leaders. The break up 
of Protestantism in England and Germany has facili¬ 
tated this process, so that it seems probable that at 


I It is true, however, that the recent developments in Italy and 
Spain have been each a serious check to the Masonic advance. On 
the other hand the political liberation of Poland has not so far 
weakened the hold which the Jiid®o-Masonic forces have secured 
in that countr>'. The remarkable words of Pius KI, addressed to 
the Polish in Rome (October 6 . 1929) illustrate this :— 

“ The enemies of our welbbcing. whom the Lord calls the forces of 
inferno, arc ever watchful in your midst. The Masonic sect has 
not left Poland, and is even now extending among you its ill- 
omened induenco, so destructive to the faith and religion, which 
form your most precious inheritance, and the real glory of your 
nation.*' 

As to the effect of the Leagpie of Nations, whose formation is another 
direct consequence of the Peace of Versailles, it is difEcult to judge 
with certainty at tlic present stage. This much, howe\^r, may be 
said with certainty: the League of Nations is of Jud^-Masonic 
parentage; and tlie J ud«o-Masomc forces place great hopes 
on it for the realisation of their anti-Christian programme, Ses 


adix V. 



The International Masonic Union, founded 1921 , which has 
already secured the adhesion of some thirty Masonic jurisdictions 
has its head-quarters at Geneva: its statutes correspond closely to 
those of the League of Nations ’ its meetings are held contem¬ 
poraneously with the meetings of the Council of the League ; there 
is a good deal of correspondence between them, and many indications 
of an intimate mutual connection, Cf. Michel, La Diciaiure de la 
Fwanc-Maconnerie sur la France ; Jouin, Qualroccnienaire de Luthcf 
H k BicenUnairs de la Franc-Maconmric (Paris, 1917 ), pp, ao-24; 
also Le Peril Judmo-Maconnique v (" Sources do LTmperialisme 
Juif"), pp. 13-17; Lambelin, Lc& Victoires D*lsraslt pp. 182-187. 





MASONIC POLICY. METHODS AND MEANS 175 

present a small oligarchy predominantly Jewish exer¬ 
cises practical control of the whole Masonic move¬ 
ment. 

One result of this development seems to have been 
that the policy and aims of Freemasonry have become 
more clearly defined. Thus, it is only during the last 
half-century that the definite objective of a world- 
state controlled by a Masonic ring, and the utilization 
of gold and international finance as the principal in¬ 
struments for its realization (both Jewish conceptions)* 
appear prominently and with clear definition. The 
present Masonic control of world-finance ; the Russian 
revolution (aided, apparently, by the international 
fin a n ciers) with its aspirations towards a universal 
Masonic State ; and the present multiplication of Inter¬ 
national associations of various kinds linked up directly 
or indirectly with the Masonic or Bolshevist organiza¬ 
tion ; each marks a certain stage of advance towards 
the desired objective.* How the further developments 
are to work out, God alone can foresee. The Church, 
doubtless, will repel the assaults of Freemasonry as 
she has repelled ever>' assault of the agents of Satan 
for the pMt two thousand years. But in the mean¬ 
time religion and morals may suffer heavily in the 
contest; and no country, much less om own. is 
immune; and the danger must be measured by the 
fact that Freemasonry is probably the most deadly 
enemy that God’s kingdom on earth has ever had 
to face. 


For the Catholic position on many questions associated with the 
Lea^e of Nations, the little treatise of Abbi Giloteaux, 
Pairiotisme et InlemationalUme (Tequi, Paris, 1928), which contains 
M excellent suinmary of the Catholic position on the questions of 
Pacifism, Disarmament, Patriotism, Internationalism etc. 

' Cf. Appendices III and IV. 
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Means of Combating Freemasonry. 

It is outside our present scope to discuss the means 
and methods of countering the Masonic movement. 
This much, however, we may say before concluding; 
Freemasonry’ is very powerful and very highly 
organized. It has existed the human passions on 
its side; and has subdued to its service an immense 
proportion of the matericd and intellectual resources 
of the whole European race. 1 he one power that can 
successfully cope with it is that of re^ Christianity. 
The one foe that Freemasonry fears is the Catholic 
Church. 

Again, the Masonic movement is essentially material¬ 
istic, naturalistic and selfish. A counter movement 
to be successful must be inspired by supernatural and 
religious motives, and must aim at noble and unselfish 
ideals. If its motives and driving force are selfish 
and material like those of Freemasonry it is doomed 
to failure, for Freemasonry will easily overreach it. 

Finally, presupposing the presence of a vigorous 
Catholic faith and practice such as still exist in Ireland, 
the weapons most urgently needed to combat the 
Masonic peril are a widespread knowledge of Catholic 
social principles. Catholic organization, and a vigorous 
and firmly established Cathohc Press.* 


^ Ireland is particularly backward in these respects as compared 
with the Catholic countries of Continental Europe, Thus in France 
the " Ligue Anti-Judaeoma^onnique was founded some years ago^ 
and is apparently gathering strength year by year. Again in the 
Summer of 1929* an international committee^ consisting of delegates 
(priests and laymen) from Austria, South Germany, Italy, Poland, 
Hungary and other countries, assembled in Vienna for the foundation 
of a still more comprehensive Anti-Masonic League, The first 
International Congress of this League will be held in Vienna^ 
March 14th, 1930. 
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Appendix I 

PROTESTS AND REPLIES 

On November 2, 1929, about six weeks after the 
appearance of the first edition of the present work, 
a letter of protest from the ofl&cial spokesman of 
the Freemasons of Ireland appeared in the Irish 
Independent and the Belfast Telegraph (an Orange 
paper). The letter drew forth rejoinders, which were 
published in the Irish Independent; and the contro¬ 
versy aroused keen public interest. Practically all 
the Irish Catholic weeklies and monthlies as well as 
the English Catltolic Times (in one issue only) and 
Universe devoted considerable space to it, week after 
week. It was noticed and commented on even by 
some of the Continental papers. Neither the Irish 
Times, however, nor the Cork Examiner, nor the 
EnglKh dailies circulating in Ireland, nor any of the 
Dublin evening papers or the non-Catholic weeklies 
alluded to it. As the letters serve to illustrate the 
methods and general attitude of the Masonic body 
and incidentally throw much light on the whole subject 
of Freemasonry, we think it w'orth while to reprint 
the w’hole correspondence. 

The narrative portions throughout as well as the 
headings over the letters and the footnotes are from 
the present WTiter. 

FREEMASONRY—IS IT AN ANTI-CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT? 
iVov. 2, 1929. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—I have read carefully within the last few days an 
amazing book recently publ^ed under above title—I say 
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gazing, because I can find scarcely one word of truth in 
it from cover to cover* I hesitate to accuse anyone of the 
standing and position of the author of wilful perversion 
of the truth* and would rather conclude that he is one of 
those enthusiasts, or fanatics, who can only see what they 
wish to see* and believe what they wish to believe* 

It has never been the custom of the Masonic Order to 
enter into newspaper controversies with its detractors, and 
I do not propose to do so now, but this book, written by 
a distinguished member of the Jesuit Order, bearing the 
approval of the Censor, and tlie Imprimatur of the Roman 
Archbishop of Dublin, and publi^ed in a country the 
majority of whose inhabitants belong to the Roman Church, 
is in a different category to the letters and articles which 
have been appearing in such profusion lately in some of the 
minor clerical organs ; and demands a reply from someone 
whose position in the Masonic Order qualiffes him to speak 
with authority. 

Standing in the Order, 

Your readers will be able to judge whether I am so 
quabhed. I was initiated into Craft Masonry exactly 
forty-nine years ago, and received into the Antient and 
Accepted fote six weeks later, I have passed the Chair 
in every degree of Masonry worked in these islands. 

I have been for nine years Deputy Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland, and am also Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third Degree 
of the Antient and Accepted Rite, so I may claim some 
knowledge of my subject. 

In ad^tion, this letter is written with the full sanction 
and approval of the Earl of Donoughmore, Grand Master 
of Irish Masonry, and of CoL Sharman-Crawford, Sovereign 
Grand Commander of the Thirty-third Degree, 

To deal in detail with every erroneous statement con¬ 
tained in this book would entail a volume as large as 
itself, so I will content myself with refuting some of the 
more important accusations brought against the Order, 
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Not Secret, 

Freemasonry is not a " Secret Society/' ^ The essence 
of a secret society is secrecy of membership and secrecy 
of object. The names of all the leading Freemasons are 
published and can be learnt by any member of the public, 
and the names of all Freemasons are kept in registers 
which, under the common law of the country, can be 
inspected by the civil government should they desire to 
do so, 

Tlie aims and objects of the Order are published in the 
" Laws and Constitutions/' wliich anyone can buy and 
read. True, Masonry has its secrets, every society has, 
even the Society of jesus to which the author belongs.* * 

It is quite true that Freemasons all the world over regard 
each other as brothel's with the same aims and aspirations, 
this only applies where there is mutual recognition 
between Grand Lodges. 

Recognition Refused. 

Certain soi-disani Grand Lodges on the Continent of 
Eun^, and in Latin countries, having denied and rejected 
the nrst and greatest of all Masonic landmarks * belief in 

* Yet Fr€cm&iii>iiry is conlmually referred to ;iS a iiccret jwKictv 
by the British adfriinistration In Irehind during the ninctcentii 
century and later, 

* It is not because its mcmtjcra are unknoiiVTi. that Freemasonry 
is condemned, but for other reasons which arc explained In detail 
in chap, vi, p. 139 It is untrue that the real aims of the Masonic 
Order are contahied in the published Constitutions. They ore b 
fact unknown even to the majority of its own mcmbcni. 

The implication that the Society of Jesus is a Secret Society is 
mantfesUy false. Neither the ScKriety nor any other relijdous order 
(for all ore the Barne in thi5 matUyr) ha^ any oaths of secrecy; nor 
any secrets (sworn or otherwise) from its ecelcslaailcal sujw rioni 
(viz. the Holy See ); nor indeed anylcc^retR of any kfml cxcepFTh 
the sense that the domestic concerns of every f.imdy or society 

always more or loss private and canfidcntiaL 

•The number of FrcemasoiiB (as given iu the ollicial Masonic 
publications) of the Anglo-Saxon ty^pc includes 4,100.000 out of a 
total of 4.400.000, Of the remaining 300.000, Uiose namely of the 
non-Anglo-Saxon section, probably moftf fAo« a half or two-thirds. 
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God. have been refused recognition by the Grand Lodges 
Of England and Ireland, and consequently are not held by 
us to bc^ Frecinasons at all. We have absolutely no cont- 
munication with them, our members are forbidden to enter 
their lodges under f^nalty of expulsion, and our Loies 
axe forbidden to receive their members as visitors. 

Neither England nor Ireland has ever attended, or wiU 
ever attend, any convention or assembly in which one of 
these bodies t^es part.^ The best known of these un¬ 
recognised bodies is the Grand Orient of France. 

« accused of being irreligious, and even worse. 

^ Devil Worshippers '' and " Synagogues of Satan/' Now 
[ m Ire^d most of the bishops and higher dignitaries of 
I the Church of Ireland, as well as a large percentage of the 
mmor clergy, and the heads of the Presbyterian Church 
1 belong to the Order. 

From the author's point of view, no doubt, they are all 
heretics ; but I do not think anyone, except the most rabid 
fanatics, could describe them as Anti-Christian" or 
" Devil-Worshippers/' The citizens of Dublin who wit- 
nes^d the two great Christian and Masonic services at 
St. Patrick's in 1925, and Christ Church in 1927, will know 
if these epithets are deserved. 

The Order is also accused of responsibility for all the 
political troubles of the world during the last two hundred 
years—murders, revolutions, rebellions, and outrages of 
all kinds. 

Our membership is sufficient answer to this charge. Not 
only has the Royal Family of England been closely 
associated with Free masonry ever since its re-birth in 

^^ formaHy recognised by the Grand Lodges of England and IrcLand. 
Even the small residue, probably less than 150,000 (the " soi-disant 
lodges referred to above) arc linked up, through the medium of 
liaison bodies such as the Lodge Aipina of Switzerland into what 
/ LS called in the official Masonic organs the ** World-Chain of Frce- 
I uiasonry " (Cf. pp, 43-4 supra and Appendix II). and are in fact 
I recognised as brothers, and as membenj of one great body, even 
\ while formal and public recognition is withheld. 

^ Cf, Appendices II and V infra as commentaries upon these 
9tatcmcQt5, 
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1717, but in two of the Scandinavian countries—Denmark 
and Sweden—the King himself is by law the Grand Master. 
The rolls of membeiship contain the names of those most 
prominent in every walk of life—landowners, captains of 
industry, the most distinguished members of every pro¬ 
fession, scientists—in a word, the very class which sufiers 
most from political unrest and upheavi.^ 

The Origin. 

The Antient and Accepted Rite was instituted by 
Frederick II of Prussia, called Frederick the Great, wilh 
the avowed object of combating the wave of irreligion and 
anarchy which threatened to overwhelm Europe in the 
eighteenth century. Does the author hold Irish Free¬ 
masons responsible for the political outrages and assas¬ 
sinations which have disgraced our own island within recent 
years? 

The chapter dealing with Masonic organisation is simply 
ludicrous. Freemasonry has no connection with any other 
society whatsoever, and the terms '* * Imperfect Free¬ 
masonry '' and “ White Masonry " ^ convey no meaning 
to us. Some sodeties have modelled thek ritual and 
procedure on Masonic forms and some have even adopted 
quasi-Masonic dress, but there the connection ends. 
Masonry does not seek to influence them, nor do they 
influence Masonry. 

The writer infers that every association which is not 
under the direct control and guidance of the derics of his 
Church is Masonic, and therefore evil,® even including such 
bodies as the Young Men's Christian Association, ardiaeo- 


* For commentary on this paragraph, s£s Index under words 
Dupes and Figure heads, 

* Tlicse terms are not Masonic: but for examples of the realities 
which they signify see Appendices III and IV itifra. 

* This is a mistataraent. The author does hold that a religiaus 
association in order to be lawful must be under the control of the 
Church. But he nowhere suggests that a purely secular association, 
such as a muBical or agricultural society ueed be under the direct 
control of the Church, 
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logical, geological, musical, or agricultural societies- This 
IS manifestly absurd. 

Order of Illuminati. 

The old accusation of the Illuminati and Carbonari being 
really Masonic associations is trotted out again. The Order 
of the Illuminati was founded in 1776 by one Adam 
Weishaupt, in the very same year in which he was initiated 
m a Lodge belonging to the " Strict Observance.” He 
had tried unsuccessfully to start it ten years earlier, in 1766, 
He tried at once to graft it on to Freemasonry, but again 
failed entirely to do so. 

Tlie Order of Illuminati was suppressed in 1784 by the 
Elertor of Bavaria, the country of its origin, and disappeared 
until it was revived some years later in Italy, where it 
dragged out a very precarious existence till its total dis¬ 
appearance after a few years. It never had any vogue 
in England or Ireland. Its objects were in direct conflict 
with those of true Masonry. 

It is doubtful whether Weishaupt himself can be legiti¬ 
mately called a Freemason at all since he was initiated 
in the Strict Observance,” an unorthodox body which 
had no existence except on the Continent and was not 
recognised by the Motlier Grand Lodges of England or 
Ireland.^ 


» W'^ther or not Weishaupt was formallv initiated into the Order 
in a duly constituted Masonic lodge or'the lUuminati fomalJv 
lecognis^ arc detaiLs of Masonic edition which have little or no 
interest for the non^Mji^oniic enquirer. The essential point is that 
the principles and aims of Weishaupt and the IHuminati were incor- 
porat^ into Freemasonr\r in the eighteenth century; that the 
published documents of the lUuminati, which all may read contain 
the fullest exposition of the Masonic aims and prinaples, formaUy 
ac^pted and championed by the Masonic leaders, and qonsistentiv 
followed out in Masonic policy and action down ev^en to our own 
day. Besides the references g^iven in the text on this matter* viz., 
Webster. Robison, etc., c/. the recently published volume! 
iM Secrei Pow^r Behind the BevoiuHon, by Vicomte Leon de Poncing 
(Boswell Publishing Co., 10 Essex Street, London, W.C.2. price 6s.). 
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As for any connection between the Carbonari and Free¬ 
masonry it IS sufficient to note one clause of the Carbonaii 
oath :—I swear undying hatred to all Masonry and its 
atrocious protectors.'* * 1 

The allegation of Jewish influence is an entire myth, and 
an example of how prejudice can distort the minds and 
obscure the reason of some men who in other matters are 
capable of judging dispassionately. No doubt there h a 
certain amount of anti-Semitic prejudice in every Christian, 
and the totory of our religion makes this inevitable. Also 
the relations, financial and other, of the Chosen Race with 
the rest of the world, have not improved matters in this 
respect. But this prejudice can be carried to extremes. 

It is quite true that the qiipia and the legends of Craft 
Royal Arch Masonry are based on the Old Testament; 
so are those of Christianity TtseIC But to"say that Free¬ 
masonry, and especially the so-called '* Higher Degrees,*' 
are controlled by Jews is more than absurd, it is puerile. 

Before any Freemason of the Craft Lodges or the Roy^l \ 
Arch can ^pire to join either the Order of the Temple, 
or the Antient and Accepted Rite, he must avow his un¬ 
qualified belief in the Christian religion, and his acceptance 
of the doctrine of the Holy and Undivided Trinity.® Should 
he not do so, he cannot be accepted. Consequently no 


io which whole 9«;rics of Masonic pronouncements are quoted, 
in proof of the above. See also Rev. InUm. des Soc, See. (passim) 
and La Fariie OccuHiste (a monthly simplement to the latter), in 
which a new French translation of the Documents of the Illuminati 
was^^blished in the latter months of iqzg. 

*That the Carbonari were Masonic is averted by Pius VII and 
Leo XIIl: and is quite evident from their history and general 
character. (Cf. Caih, Enc)*clop., vol. lii, p, 330), As to the clause 
quot^ from their supposed oath (they had in fact several oaths like 
the Freemasons) the statement is too vague to deal with (in their 
beginnings the Carbonari were probably not Masonic), and in anv 
case would prove nothing. The Carbonari were ready to publish, 
if useful for their purpose, forged constitutions, as they actually 
forged and published a Papal bull conhrming their Association 
(cf ib.). 

* Dr. Rcichcl. one of the most authoritative spokesmen of Free¬ 
masonry in Germany (German Freemasonry is supposed to be of 
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Jew, except a converted Jew, can be a member of any of 
these degrees, much less exercise any control.^ 

There is no such thing as an inner circle in Freemasonry, 
Each Grand Lodge or Supreme Council is ** sovereign in 
its own country; and its rulers are well known to the public 
at large. In Ireland the Earl of Donoughmore is Grand 
Master, and I am his deputy and chief executive officer. 
Neither ol us is a Jew, nor are we subject to any Jewish 
mfluence, and 1 do not fancy that either of us would stand 
interference even from a syndicate composed of all the 
Jewish bankers and financiers of the world, 

Tire Sovereign Grand Commander of the Thirty-third 
Degree of the Antient and Accepted Rite is CoL the Right 
Hon, R. G. Sharman-Crawford, and again I am his lieu¬ 
tenant and chief executive officer. The same thing applies 
to the Supreme Council as to the Grand Lodge, 

Tfie idea of a mythical Jew with Supreme Powers over 
the whole of the Masonic world is simply grotesque,® 

Annual Election, 

Grand Lodge which consists of all actual and past Masters 
living, is so jealous of any undue power or mfluence being 
exercised by any one individual that it insists on the Grand 
Master being subject to annual election or re-election. 
Any Grand Master who was thought to seek to usurp undue 
power would be ^ven a very short shrift indeed in Ireland. 

The author* *s bibliography may seem to the uninstructe d 
to be an imposing one, but from a Masonic point of vi ew 

the same type as the Anglo-Saxon), writes in the Wiener Freimaurer 
Zeitung (F^cb,, 1929): ** Catholicism and Freemasonry , . . are 
two contrary theses , . , two irreducible concepts of the Universe 
which it 13 impossible to bring into agreement ’* (cf, R, /, S, 
1929, No. 23. p. 565), 

* The intimate association between Freemasonry and modern 
Judaism is treated in chap, iv» and passim. The existence of 
certain lodges, or even rites, from which Jews are excluded proves 
I nothing. Such an arrangement exists also in some of the con¬ 
tinental countries, and docs not prevent the Jewish lodges of B'nai 
B'rith from exercising practical control, 

■ Sec Index under word Conirai, for the present writer's statements 
(which arc misrepresented here) on this matter. 
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it is more remarkable for its omissions than its inclusions. 
Hardly apy of the modem Masonic authors whose writings 
are admitted to carry any weight are quoted. The only 
Insh works cited are Chetwode Crawley's ** Csementaria 
Hibemica " (misspelt Ca;meteria * *') and the recent History 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 

Both of these are purely historical works of no value 
for purpose ol argument. Yarker, who is quoted as 
an English authority, has been totally discredited in 
Masonic eyes. Tlie Jew. Ragon, who is by no means 
regarded as a “ Sacred Author " by us. dealt entirely witR 
Continental Masonry as it was a century or more ago. and 
knew little or nothing of tlie craft as practised in the 
mother countries where it had its birth.^ 

The non-Masonic writers whom he quotes so extensively— 
Deschamps. Benoit, Eckert, Gruber, Webster, etc.—were 
^ i^or^t as he is himself, and drew maiiily on their 
imaginations for their so-called facts.® Their testimony is 
of no value whatever. 


* Yarker is reforred to only twice jn the present work, and Ragon 
only 6ve times. Cf. on the other band. Waite's New Encyclopedia 
of Freemasonry, vol. i, pp. xxix and xxxi, where it will be seen that 
Waite, a Masonic present-day writer and confessedly of the highest 
authority, refers 15 times to Yarker (although he sometimes dis¬ 
agrees with him). and 79 times to Ragon. who (with Anderson) is 
the author he quotes most frequently of alL 

* ^he estimate here given of the non-Masonic writers quoted in 
the present work is out of harmony with the opinions of some of 
the highest Masonic authorities. Thus Dr. Reichel. a leading 
German Freemason, refers in the Wiener Freimaurer Zeitung (Feb.. 

1929) to Father Gruber. S, J.. as adistinguished adversary animated 
with a reg^d equal [to that of his Masonic adv-ersaries] for justice 
and truth ** and, again. ** celebrated for his Masonic erudition " 
^f. J?. /. S, S., 1929. no, 25, pp. 565-^), Again. Waite in his 
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry (vol. ii, p. 368) writes of Robison, 
Barruel and Eckert, three of the non-Masonic authors referred to 
above : " Professor Robison. Abb^ Barruel and Counsellor Eckert 
would all repay reading at the present day, especially by a student 
who could be at the pains of checking them one against another. 
The first two authors wrote with no notion that each had a com¬ 
petitor covering the same ground. The complete distinction between 
them in style and treatment serves only to bring out . . , the 
practical identity of their conclusions. , , , Eckert , . , had every 
opportunity of profiting by both his precursora,’* 
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Freemasonry makes no extravagant claims to perfection. 

It does nol profess to be a religion itself, or a substitute 
for revealed religion. On the contrary, it exhorts its 
members to practise diligently that religion to which they 
belong, and to obey that Church of which they are pro¬ 
fessing raembprs. In the higher degrees, as I have said 
above, a member must be a professing Christian, but in 
every degree from that of Entered Apprentice upwards, 
he must avow his belief in God,^ in the immortality of the 
soul, and in the brotherhood of man. He must be a good j 

and loyal citizen of whatever country he lives in ; to quote 
an old charge : " Ever remembering that Nature has im¬ 
planted in his breast a sacred and indissoluble attachment 
towards that country whence he derived his birth and i 

infant culture." 

We are told that Pope Leo XIII said forty-two years i 

ago: " Would that all would judge of the tree by its 
fruits.” Irish Freemasonry asks for nothing better than 
to be judged by its fruits. 

Claude Cane, 

Deputy Grand Master oj Ireland and 
Lietti. Grand Commander 33“. 

MASONIC OATHS OF SECRECT I 

Nov. 5. j 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 1 

Sir,—Col. Cane took up on Saturday a considerable 
amount of your space with a defence of Freemasonry : j 

I ask that you give a little to a brief exposure of the | 

plausibilities of that document. . 

I. Col. Cane gives the go-by to the primary count in j 

‘ Not necessarily in tl)o true God (see pp. 32-^ sapra). As to 
the real attitude ol Freemasonry towards Cluristiaiiity it may be 
inferred from such passages as tlic following, which occurs in Pike's 
■ Inner Saneluary, iv, 3^ (quoted in Cafh. Enryclop,, loc. cit.), 

I " The aping Christianity of Blue Masonry made it an emasculated 

' and impotent society." Cf. chap, ii, iii, v and vi, where this matter 

I is treated at length. 
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the Catholic indictment of Freemasonry— viz,, that it is 
secret and oath-bound. He has something to say, it is 
true, alK)ot secrecy—this I deal with further on ; but he 
makes no attempt to give reasons for the oaths. Is it that 
he is unable or that he is unwilling to give the " why of 
the oath ? 

An oath postulates that something of importance is 
behind it. What is the important something that the 
Freemason oath connotes ? Subsidiary to this, I w^ould 
ask Col. Cane w^hat authority has the Freemason Order to 
administer oaths to anybody ? % 

The power to administer oatlis inheres in only two 
authorities—the constituted authorities of the State itself 
and the constituted religious authorities—^in either case 
for matters only of sufficient importance. Will CoL Cane 
commit himself to the assertion that any Tom, Dick, or 
Harry is entitled to start an oath-bound society fashioned 
after his own fancies ? 

The Defence. 

a. Cob Canals defence of Masonic secrecy (in addition 
oath-bound) is a very lame one. He tries to insinuate 
something about the Jesuits, but that Society takes no 
oath of secrecy. Everyone Imows and admits that there 
are intimate affairs of any society, professional body, 
business establishment—aye, family—which are properly 
secret, but the secrecy is not hedged with an oath. 

3. Col, Cane tells how English and Irish Masonry^ have 
cut themselves off from Continental Masonry, but ve^ 
astutely he says nothing about Scotch Masonry being still 
en rapport with the Continental lodges, or about the English 
and Irish lodges being en rapport with tlie Scotch. at 
the best Irish Masonry and Continental are just cousins 
once removed/* 

Re-made in Germany. 

I pass over, in order to avoid unduly lengthening this 
letter, other tilings in CoL Cane's defence that I could deal 
with. I shall add only tliat, to judge from Col. Cane's 
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letter. Freemasonry of recent revival is getting ashamed 
of its plebeian ori^ ; for the Colonel telS us 3 iat it was 
brougnt back to life by Frederick the Great of Prussia to 
stem the tide of irreligion in that country. So, then, it 
appears, Modem Freemasonry, though it cannot be labelled 
*• Made in Germany," has been at least re-made there ! 

We do not deny the right of Frederick to be called the 
Great as a ruler, soldier, politician, and he was no pro- 
scriber cf the ^tholic religion, but to fancy that he, the 
friend of Voltaire and the Encyclopedists—those mockers 
of all religions—the cynic with'regard to religion that he 
reveals himself to be in his " Correspondence "—that this 
German potentate was moved to revive Freemasonry to 
combat irreligion is a draft upon creduUty which one does 
not feel disposed to honour. 

Editor, Irish CtUholic. 

55 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin. 

SCOTTISH FREEUASONRY 

Nov. 6. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—In my letter in the Irish Independent last Saturday 
I said that I did not intend to enter into a newspaper 
discussion. There is, however, just one point made by 
the Editor of the 7 mA Catholic —a perfectly fair one— 
which 1 think I may answer without violating that 
condition. 

He complains that I say nothing " astutely" about 
Scottish Freemasonry. There is nothing astute about it. 
Father Cahill, in the book 1 am dealing with, makes only 
very fleeting and unimporlant reference to Scottish Free¬ 
masonry, and none to its present condition. Secondly, 
I am not a Scottish Mason, or a member of the Scottish 
Constitution, therefore I have no right to speak for it. 
I am a member of the English Constitution and an English 
Past Master, though that tact does not entitle me to speak 
for the Grand Lodge of England as I can for the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland. 
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But I have every reason to believe, speaking with the 
authority of the Grand Master of Ireland, that on the 
quesUon of reco|nition of those soi-disani Grand Lodges 
which reject the nrst and greatest of all Masonic landmarks, 
the belief in God, the three sister Grand Lodges of England, 
Ireland, and Scotland are in perfect accord, i-e., we refuse 
to recognise them, and do not recognise their members 
as brother Masons^ 

Claude Cane, D.G,M* 

Nov, 7. 

To the Editor Irish Independent * 

Sir,—Col. Cane generously breaks his no controversy " 
rule ; he does so, I presume, because on one minor point 
in my letter ... he can make a score. . . . What does 
matter is that Col. Cane makes no attempt to enlighten 
us on the objections made to Freemasonry by Catholics. 
The chief of these are:— 

1, That it is oath-hound. 

2, That it is secret. 

3, That it arrogates a self-conferred right to ad* 

_minister an oath,_ 

iThc term Sco$H$h Masonry may be understood in either o( two 
senses, vit.:—(ij Freemasonry as actually practised in Scotland, 
or (a) That section of the Order called The Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite, which is praetbed all over the world. This Rite has 
no less than 14 lodges (or chapters) in DuLlin alone. The Editor 
of the Irish Catholic evidently alludes to this A, and A. S. Rite in 
his letter of Nov. 5. The rolonel's reply refers only to Scottish 
Masonry in the other sense. One may note also that the Colonel 
in all his letters avoids the use of the word Scottish when referring 
to this rite as practised in Ireland, and calls it the Ancient and 
Accepted Riie^ although in the Freemasons" Caiendar it gets its 
proper name, vit.: A, and A, S. Rite, This is the rite that Pike 
treats of in his celebrated book. AIorals and Dogma of ike A. and 
A, 5 . Rite (see above, p. xvii; also Index under " Scottish Rite *’), 
Possibly one of the reasons for Freemasons* tactful attitude in \ 
referring to this section of Freemasonry in Ireland is the fact that I 
the A. and A. S. Fite is cammonly supposed to be the most pro- I 
fourjdly anti-Christian of aU sections of Freemasonry, and that, too, 1 
notwithstanding the fact that in the lodges of the Anglo-American I 
section of it. the members must make a profession of Christiamty 
(of some sort). j 
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As on these major points Col. Cane is dumb, plainly . . . 
he is unable to give ans\vers that would satisfy any rational 
being. 

I daim.then, judgment by default for the Catholic case. 
The high-and-mighty if not hoity-toity attitude—that he 
will " enter into no controversy "—" cuts no ice." Striking 
that attitude is a device so outworn that no one can be 
deceived by it. In plainest English, Col. Cane does not 
and will not answer, because he cannot. 

The Editor, Irish Catholic. 

55 Middle Abbey Street, Dublin. 

AUTHOR’S REPLY TO COL. CAITE 

Nov. 8. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

—My attention has been called to a letter from C^l. 
Claude Cane in the Irish Independent of Nov. 2, in which 
the writer finds serious fault with my recently published 
book, " Freemasonry and the Anti-Christian Movement," 
For although the writer of the letter does not mention my 
name, and the title is incorrectly quoted, my book is 
evidently the one referred to. 

Having been just requested by the publishers to revise 
the book for a second edition, I would have sincerely 
welcomed a reasoned critique from a Masonic apologist. 
Such a critique, even though hostile, would probably enable 
me to rectify minor inaccuracies and mistakes wluch it is 
peculiarly difficult to avoid in treating so elusive and 
chameleon-like a subject. The Colonel does |»int out one 
definite inaccuracy (which shall be corrected in the forth¬ 
coming edition), the misspelling of the word Caementaria. 
Otlienvise his letter is disappointing. 

Col. Cane's Allegations. 

The very first sentence, in which he declares that he 
“ can scarcely find one word of truth in the book from 
cover to cover," gives a foretaste of what is to follow. 
He does not seriously discuss the evidence advanced m 
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support of my conclusions, but denounces the conclusions 
themselves as " absurd," " puerile," *' grotesque," " ludic¬ 
rous," while I myself as well as the eminent non-Masonic 
authors, Protestant as well as Catholic, whose works I have 
utilised in my short sketch, are described as " ignorant,” 
'* fanatics," “ who drew on their imaginations for their 
so-called facts," " who see only what they wish to see. 
and believe only what they wish to believe.” 

Papal Decisions. 

My book, as I state expressly in the Preface, is intended 
primarily for the Catholic reader, who accepts the Church's 
teaching. Hence my treatment of Freemasonry is naturally 
based on the Papal pronouncements, which for Catholics 
are decisive, and for aU who know the circumstances and 
customary proceeding of the Holy See must, as I explain 
at some length in my book, carry very great weight. 

The strong expressions that I use and which Col. Cane 
so much objects to, are quoted from the Papal decisions. 
Whatever the Colonel may say or think, every Catholic 
knows that the Pope is the Vicar of Christ on earth, the 
authentic teacher of faith and morals, and the best-informed 
as well as the highest authority in Christendom on all 
matters connected with the spiritual well-being of the 
Christian people. 

During the last two centuries no fewer than eleven Popes 
have, one after another, condemned Freemasonry in the 
most uncompromising terms, and with unwavering con¬ 
sistency. They give in detail, and in the clearest words, 
the reasons for dieir condemnations. TTiey ch^e Free¬ 
masonry with occult and criminal activities, with infamy 
blasphemy and sacrilege, with treason against the State, 
with anarchical and revolutionary principles, with being 
a very Synagogue of Satan, whose direct aim and object 
is to destroy the Church of Christ, and to bring back to 
the world the worst and most degraded forms of p^anism. 
Christian Governments are again and again reminded of 
their urgent duty to suppress the reprobate sect within their 
territories (See Chap, VI., pp. 118-133). 

13 




194 FREEMASONRY 

Anglo-Saxon Freemasonry. 

These condemnations affect all the different sections of 
Freemasonry, including that of the Anglo-Saxon type, 
which is in fact the parent body, and by far the most 
important, forming as it does more than thirteen-four¬ 
teenths of the whole. The scope and object of my book 
is to illustrate these Papal decisions, and to show from 
approved Masonic sources and incontrovertible facts of 
history how well founded they are. 

Non-Masonic Writers. 

Naturally I utilise the works of several non-Masonic 
writers of recognised authority, Protestant as well as 
Catholic. All these the Colonel dismisses as being as 
ignorant as I am myself, and as " dramng on their 
imaginations for their so-called facts ; " in other words, as 
falsfiers of history, or—liars. Prominent among the writers 
whom the Colonel thus describes is the venerable Father 
Hermann Gruber, S.J., now a very old man, and a scholar 
of European fame. Father Gruber has devoted most of his 
life to an exhaustive study of Freemasonry in all its various 
phases and ramifications, and is recognised as among the 
very best living authorities on the subject. 

Anglo-American Freemasonry. 

His long article in the Catholic Encyclopedia (every 
statement in which is accurately documented with fullest 
references to the best Masonic authorities) deals primarily 
with Anglo-American Freemasonry. In this, as well as 
in his several other works on Freemasonry, the writer 
shows himself a model of careful research and calm, dis¬ 
passionate judgment. 

Mgr. Jouin, from whose works I also quote, and who, 
too falls under Col. Cane’s summary condemnation, is, 
like Father Gruber, now a very old man. He is the head 
of an active group of French writers, and the Editor of the 
Paris weekly review, Reme Internationale des Socidtds 
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Secriies, Tliis review, and indeed all Jouin's writines 
are a repertory of Masonic documents of English-speakinc 
as weU as Continental countries, and it is principally for 
these documents that his works and his review are so often 
referred to in my book. 

Father Deschamps, S.J., whose book on secret societies 
1 have also utilised, died some fifty years ago as a com- 
jra^rively young man. His book, which was posthumously 
edited, went through several editions within a very few 
ye^, and is gene^y recognised as a classic on the portion 
of the subject which he specially treats—viz., the external 
activities of Freemason^ in the different American and 
Jiimopean countries during the nineteenth century. 

I might, if space pt^rmitted, go through the credentials 
of the several other writers whom I quote—Bamiel, Eckert 
Robi^n, Webster, etc., etc. The last three, by the way! 
are Protestants, but all apparently are in discriminate! v 
Md summarily rejected by Col. Cane. The Colonel may 
msagree vnth some of the views of these writers or may 
deny the validity of their inferences, but he cannot call 
m quKtion the authenticity of the Masonic documents, 
offiaal Masonic pronouncements, speeches, etc., with which 
toeir books are filled (and for which I especially utilise 
them), nor the reality of the historical facts which they 
adduce in support of their conclusions. 

To assert that they are ignorant of Freemasonry, or that 
ttey " drew on their imaginations for their so-called facts," 
IS ^mply a reckless statement, and seems to suggest that 
Col. Cane has not made a serious study of their works. 

Masonic Authors Quoted. 

thirty Masonic authors whom I quote 
the Colonel challenges two. and only two—one, Yarker 
(who, by the way, held the highest offices in some of the 
recognised Anglo-American rites), as being now " totally 
^credited in Masonic eyes," and the other, Ragon, as 
bemg not well acquainted with Anglo-American Free¬ 
masonry . Even though these objections were well founded, 
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which I do not admit, all the main conclusions of my book 
remain quite unaffected. 

The Colonel does not venture to question definitely the 
reliability of the many other leading witnesses invoked, 
especially that of ^ckey and Pike, who are the principal 
ones, and who are universally recognised as among the 
very highest Masonic authorities on Anglo-American Free¬ 
masonry. Fr. Gruber, whom I have just referred to, ^ves 
in the CatJiolic Encyclopedia a selection from the encomiums 
on Albert Pike, which appeared in the Anglo-American 
official Masonic organs, on the occasion of his death (iSgi), 
and in which he is described as the " Prophet of Free¬ 
masonry." *' The greatest Masonic scholar and writer of 
the nineteenth century, whose name has been a household 
word wherever Masonry is known," etc., etc. (See Caihoiic 
Encyclopedia, vol. ix, p. 788. See also Bibliography, 
pp. xvii-xviii supra). 

Points of Detail. 

As to the several points of detail, to which Col. Cane 
refers, where he so summarily rejects my conclusions— 
Masonic belief or unbelief in God, the antagonisna of Free¬ 
masonry to Christianity (notwithstanding the existence in 
some places of so-called " Christian " lodges), its connection 
with niuminism, the existence of inner Masonic drcles, 
usually unknown to the rank and file, and often imtoown 
even to members who apparently hold high office in the 
Order, the universal oneness or solidarity of Freemasonry, 
the Jewish influence in it, etc, It is manifestly impossible 
to discuss these matters satisfactorily in a letter. They 
are, each and all, treated more or less fully in my book. 
It is for the reader of the book itself to judge whether or 
not I have made assertions without solid foundations. 

Masonic Defence. 

What are the Colonel's positive proofs in refutation of 
my conclusions ? All, or practically all his arguments rest 
on one point, and that is his own authority. He gives 
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bb credentials very naively, and apparently without real¬ 
ising the humour of the situation. He has been a Free¬ 
man for fully 49 years. He has attained to the thirty- 
third degree in the Ancient Scottish Rite. He " has 
passed the Chair in evety degree of Masoiuy worked in 
these islands,” including, appiarently, the degrees of 
“ Knight of the S\m,” " Knight Kadosh,” the degree of 
the ” Soverei^ Prince of the Royal Secret,” and even a 
degree still higher. 

Sworn to Secrecy. * 

I do not wish to question the Colonel's sincerity or good 
faith (for Freemasonry does seem to involve strange in¬ 
congruities and apparent inconsistendes), but what are 
the fads of the case ? At his first inst^lation into the 
Masonic Order forty-nine years ago, Col. Cane must have 
sworn, and tliat, too, under awful penalties, " to hide, 
conceal and never to reveal any part or parts, point or 
points, of the secrets or mysteries of or belonging to the 
Free and Accepted Masons, which were then known to 
him or which he might in any way afterwards learn . . . 
not to write those secrets, indite, print, carve, mark, 
engrave, or otherwise delineate them, or cause or suffer 
the same to be done by others, if in his power to prevent 
it, on anything moveable or immoveable, whereby , . . 
any letter, character or figure, or even the least trace 
thereof may become legible or intelligible, etc.” 

Unconditional Obedience. 

Under similar dreadful penalties he presumably must 
have solenmly sworn at his difierent initiations into the 
higher degrees to be true to such obligations as the follow¬ 
ing ; " To obey all the laws and regi^tions of the Order, 
and accept all its doctrines and beUefs " ; " to consecrate 
his whole life, strength, influence and intellect to the ends 
of the Order of the Knight Kadosh " (see pp. 144-146 for 
a brief explanation of what that means). " To obey with¬ 
out hesitation any order, whatever it may be, of Masonic 
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superiors/' (See Catholic Encyclopedia, voL xx, p* 780, 
where Father Gruber gives a selection of the ordinary 
Masonic oaths, the wor^ ot which he quotes from Pike's 
work, entitled, The Inner Sanctuary, iii, p. 68, and iv, 
pp. 470, 488, 479, etc.) 

Has the Colonel taken these or similar oaths ? If so, 
has he meant them seriously ? Seeing that the matter of 
the letter to which I am now replying apparently comes 
under the tenor of these oaths, has it been written in 
accordance with or in violation of them ? In any case, 
can his testimony be accepted as reliable ? 

Edward Cahill, S.J. 

Milltown Park, Dublin. 

ANOTHER MASONIC PROTEST 

Nov. 9. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—As a member of the above [viz. Freemasoni^] for 
over sixty years, allow me to ask your readers why we 
cannot be left alone. W^e are not mterfermg with anyone, 
and are loyal citizens of the country in which God has 
placed us, and we welcome the “ brotherhood of all 
Christian denominations." and are well known to our 
neighbours, who can judge of our mode of life. All we 
ask for is " freedom of thought/' which in a free country 
should not be denied us. 

In the Irish Independent of July 27, 1927, the following 
letter appeared over the name and address of the writer:— 

“ Those of us who style ourselves Catholics would do 
well to consider the words of Sunday's Gospel—' By their 
fruits you shall know them/ etc. If we only adopted the 
same spirit of Christian charity to one another as the Free¬ 
masons do, if we only practised a little of their shrewd 
business capacity and integrity, there would be less un¬ 
employment and trouble in this country, and, I am sure, 
less murder." 

Huband Gregg* 
(Old Windsor.) 
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FTJTILmr OF COL. CANE’S DEFENCE 

Nov. 9. 

To the Editor Irish Independent 

Sir,— ... As one who has read Father CahQVs book, 
and marvelled at Uie learning as well as sound judgment 
that writer has displayed in marshalling his facts and 
naming his authorities. Freemason authorities almost all. 
either directly or indirectly, I agree, that no third person 
can arrive at a jiist conclusion regarding the matters in 
dispute unless he studies pari passu Father Cahill’s book 
and Col. Cane's letters. To carry on the controversy^in 
the Irish Independent would entail a great quantity of 
needless repetition. Father Cahill evidently is not im¬ 
pressed by Col, Cane's arguments, for it seems that he has 
decided to let his book speak for itself, . , Father Cahill's 
thesis—that Freemasonry is an anti-Christian movement 
and an anti-Christian organisation—has been entirely 
evaded by CoL Cane, The latter makes what capital he 
can out of the fact (of which he does not profess to be 
absolutely sure) that the Scottish Rite (with whom the 
Irish Freemasons are in friendly agreement) refuse to have 
intercourse with such Continental rites or branches of the 
Order as profess Atheism, 

Even supposing that Col. Cane is right^ in his uncertain 
affirmation, this does not in the least weaken Father 
Cahill's case, nor answer the Jesuit's terrible indictment 
against Freemasonry, Surely an organisation that, whilst 
it excludes Atheists (who are very few), admits into its 
ranks Jews. Mohammedans, Buddhists, Theosophists, and 
other believers in a God (of some sort), and preaches a 
religious fraternity with all these powerful and vast groups 
ot anti-Christians, surely, 1 say, such an organisation is in 
itself anti-Christian, , , , 

Surely no Catholic can conscientiously join such a body, 
even if it had no secret oath, illegally administered, to 
serve unknown masters and to obey unknown future 

^ That he is not so. is cleat from the extract quoted from the 
San Francisco Examiner ^ p. 45 supra . CL also pp. 37^, 
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commands (against the laws of the Catholic Church many 
of these commands would surely be). Nay, every Catholic 
is even bound to fight strenuoiisly against a body such as 
this is. . . . 

A. E. COMERFORD. 

Dublin. 

BIASONIC OATHS AGAIN 

The following letter, which apparently was sent to 
the Irish Independent about this time was retiunaed to 
the sender unpublished. The latter sent it on to the 
present ^vriter with a covering note: 

Nov. 12. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—Those who are interested in the controversy on 
Freemasonry would do well to look through the book 
entitled English and Irish Freemasons and their Fore^n 
Brothers, published by Gill &* Sons in 1877. The book, 
which may be seen in the National library and the library 
of Trinity College, is no less startling than Father Cahill's 
recent work. 

The writer gives the text of some oaths taken by Royal 
Arch Masons, who form an important section of Anglo- 
Irish Freemasonry, and who all, according to Colonel 
Claude Cane, are professing Christians, Here are some 
of the oaths: 

" I . . . promise and swear that T will assist a Companion 
" Ro}'al Ar^ Mason when I see him engaged in any diffi- 
“ culty and will espouse his cause so far as to ex^cate 
" him from the same wlu'ther he he right or wrong." 

" I swear that I will keep ah the secrets of a Companion 
“ Royal Arch Mason withont exception." 

It would be interesting to get from Colonel Cane his 
views of the position in view of such oaths as these of a 
Companion Arch Mason on the Bench, on a jury, or in the 
witness box when the prisoner in the dock happens to be 
also a Royal Arch Mason. 


Pax, 
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COLONEL CANS HAKES OVERTURES 

Kov. II. 

To the Editor Irish Independeni. 

Sir,—There is only one thing in Father Cahill's letter 
t^t I fed called upon to answer. He complains that the 
title of his book is incorrectly quoted by me. The caption 
at the top of the letter I sent the Irish IndeprtuhtU was 
“ Freemasonry and the anti-Christian Movement," the 
exact title of his book. It was you, Mr. Editor, who 
altered it, no doubt, for good and sufficient reasons of 
your own. • 

As Father Cahill says, it is quite impossible to cover the 
grotmd in newspaper articles. I do not question Father 
Cahill’s honesty and sincerity, but I do say that he is 
absolutely mistaken. 

I am quite willing to meet Father Caliill, as man to 
nian, at any time which he may arrange with me, and 
discuss the question impartially. Wliether I shall succeed 
in convincing him, or he will succeed in convincing me, 
I cannot say, but of one tiling I am certain, the reverend 
father will come away knowing more of what Freemasonry 
really is than he ever did before. I cannot make a fairer 
offer than this. 

Claude Cane, D.G.M, 

Alen's Grove, Cdbridge. 

To this letter the present writer made no reply for 
reasons which shall appear later, 

ENTENTE BETWEEN BRITISH AND LATIN FREEMASONRY 
Nov. II, 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—^The Bishop of Durham, Past Grand Chaplain 
(England). in a sermon preached in York Minister, asked: 

" M^y, therefore, had it come about that throughout the 
Latin world Freemasonry had become associated with 
Atheism and Anarchy ? " {Trines, London, July 4, 1927). 
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Sir Arthur Robbins is reported in the Masonic News of 
January 21, 192S, as having said that he " returned from 
South America with a higher admhatioii for Latin Free¬ 
masonry than he could ever have gained from correspon¬ 
dence or reading/* Sir Arthur Robbins does not seem to 
agree wth the bishop. Why ? 

Lodge of Friendship No. 12, Rio de Janeiro, was founded 
under Treaty between the Grand Orient of Brazil and the 
United Grand Lodge of England* dated December 20.1912. 
Are there any lodges in France founded under Treaty 
between the Grand Orient of France and the United Grand 
Lodge of England ? 

Paris Congress, 

Did England or Ireland send any delegates to the Masonic 
Congress which met in Paris in July, 1917, and passed 
resolutions regarding post-war settlements with respect to 
French and Italian claims ? Everyone remembers the 
repudiation by the Italian Masons of the resolutions con¬ 
cerning Italy, and the resignation of the Italian Grand 
Master, Ettore Ferrari, who was accused of having let his 
own country down> 

A clear statement in answer to these questions would 
tend to save the discussion on the present aims and objects 
of Masonry from degenerating into a barren and acri¬ 
monious logomachy. 

P. Byrne. 

Chancellor's Orchard, Kilkenny. 

AMSTERDAM MASONIC CONGRESS (September, 1S24) 

Nov. II. 

To the Editor irtsA Independent. 

Sir,—CoL Claude Cane in the Irish Independent of 
November 2 assures us that ** Neither England nor Ireland 

^ In Appendix V in/ra we give an account of the Paris Masonic 
Congress. Jtilyi 1917. which was suinmoncd by the French Grand 
Orient and attended by delegates from England, U.S.A,, Italy, etc. 
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has ever attended, or will attend, any convention or 
assembly in which one of these bodies (that is, certain 
Grand Lodges on the Continent of Europe and in Latin 
countries) takes part. The best known of these bodies is 
the Grand Orient of France." He states: "We have 
absolutely no communication with them." 

In view of this very definite statement, an article appemr- 
mg in the Osservalore Romano quite recently may be of 
interest. The article is headed " Ibe Children of Darkness ” 
{/ figU delk Umhfc), 

[Here Mx, Stack quotes some paragraphs from the 
article which we print in full in Appendices II and 
IV in/ra,] 

From the above it is clear that there is a very powerful 
and active Masonic International League to which Anglo- 
American (and presumably Irish) Freemason^ belongs, 
and including all sections of the Masonic body. It is also 
clear that the object of the Masonic organisation is some¬ 
thing quite different from mere benevolence and mutual aid. 

Father Cahill states that Freemasonry is propagandist, 
and that influential Masonic paper, the Freimanrer 
Zeilmig, as quoted in the official Vatican organ, the 
Osservaiore Romano, bears him out. The section devoted 
to the Press—that is, writers and joumalists^—is worthy 
of note. The comments of the Osservaiore Romano (which 
are too lengthy to be reproduced) also stress this point. 

The observations of Father Caliill about what he calls 
" White Masonry," and which Col. Cane seems to have 
misunderstood, by wliich Masonic ideals are spread abroad 
and a Masonic atmosphere " created, gain force by the 
youth-propaganda movement spoken of at the Amsterdam 
Congress, and to which a good deal of importance seems 
to have been attached. 

R, E. H. St.\ck. 


6 Lower FitzwiUiam Street, Dublin. 
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OOL. CANE’S REPLY 


Nov. 12. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—It seems impossible to dose this correspondence. 
I said that I would not enter into a newspaper controversy, 
but I do not mind giving information when it is asked for. 
So in reply to your correspondents, P. Byrne and R. E. H. 
Stack, the Grand Lodge of Ireland, for whose afiairs I am 
responsible, did not attend, send delegates to, or have any¬ 
thing to do with the self-styled " Intemationd *' congresses 
mentioned, nor does it belong to the " International Masonic 
League," for the reasons stated in my original letter. 

The Freimaurer Zeitung and the Osservatore Romano 
have entirely misrepresented facts, as far as Ireland is 
concemed.*^ 

Is it too much to ask of your correspondents who wish 
to criticise my original letter to read it first. It would 
save much trouble and waste of ink. 

Claude Cane, D.G.M. 

Alen’s Grove, Celbridge. 


questions not answered 

Nov. 13. 

To the Editor 7 mA Independent. 

Sir,—Col. Cane says that the Grand Lodge of Ireland 
did not send delegates to *' the self-styled ' Intemational' 
Congresses mentioned." I mentioned no Intemational 
Congress. I accept the Colonel’s assurance tlwt Ireland 
sent no delegates to the Masonic Congress which met in 

* In view of the facts tlvat Col. Cano is not only a member but a 
very Uigh dignitary (a Post Master) of tbe Grand Lodge of England ; 
and tliat Uic Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ireland (the Earl 
of Donoughmore) is the official representative in Ireland of the 
Grand Lodge of England, it is clear that the Colonel’s explanation 
and disavowal are not satisfactory. The Grand Lodge of England 
was certainly represented at the Intemational Masonic Congress 
referred to: and the connection between the Grand Lodges of England 
and Ireland is avowedly of the closest kind. 
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Paris in July, 1917. This, according to the Press reports 
at the time, was attended by delegates from the " Allied 
and Neutral Powers." 

Col. Cane asks that correspondents should read his 
original letter. I have done so. Now that he has evidently 
read mine, and answered half of one of the three questions 
which it contained, it would be a gracious act if, in a spirit 
of love and without undue asperity, he were to answer 
the other two. 

P. Byrne. 

Chancellor's Orchard, Kilkenny. • 

The Irish Independent seems to have suppressed 
Mr. Stack’s counter-reply to Col. Cane’s letter of 
Nov. 12. For the following passage occurs in a letter 
from Mr. Stack which was printed in The Standard, 
Nov. 30. 


To the Editor of The Standard. 

Sir,—In Saturday's issue of the Irish Independent appears 
a letter from Colonel Claude Cane, which is headed " Free¬ 
masonry," but is really a calumnious attack on the Society 
of Jesus. 

Tills is the paper which refused to publish a letter of 
mine which I wrote (Nov. 13) in reply to the same Colonel 
Cane with reference to his statement that English or Irish 
Masonry has no connection whatever with Continental 
Masonry. 

Colonel Cane purported to answer my first letter in a 
letter which was no answer at all, and my letter in reply 
was returned to me with " the Editor regrets, etc,” I 
think the attitude of the Irish Independent calls for protest. 
Colonel Cane can get all the space he wants in the columns 
of the Irish Independent —even if it is to make a covert 
attack on a very distinguished Order—but for " mere 
Catholics ” there is no room. 

R. E. H. Stack. 

6 Lower Fitzwilliam Street, DubUn. 
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ASSOCIATION OF IRISH WITH PORTUGUESE FREEMASOHRY 
Nov. 14. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—Amongst the pais, in the wide-ranging " Items 
of Interest " colmnii in the /m/i Independent this morning 
is one to which I wish to draw the special attention of 
Col. Cane. It tells of a Masonic functioii in Belfast—the 
nnve^g of a portrait of its late Grand Master in the 
Provincial Grand Lodge of the Masonic Province of Antrim. 

In addition to other Provincial Grand Lodges, the par. 
tells that the Grand Lodge of Portugal was represented." 
Now, m face of this, how can Col. Cane maintain, as he 
did in his letter of November 2 that the Irish and English 
Lodges have severed themselves from the Continental 
Lodges, and that the latter are not acknowledged ? 

In order to let readers imderstand what are the achieve¬ 
ments ot Portuguese Freemasonry let me tell them that 
since 1910 the Portuguese Freemasons stirred up at least 
seven successful revolutions or attempts at revolution, and 
that in the last of these King Carlos and the Crown piince 
were assassinated in the streets of Lisbon ; the next heir 
Prince Manoel, was driven into exile ; a Republic was set 
up, its head being a boss Mason, and its Ministers of the 
same stripe ; and a bitter and relentless persecution of the 
Catholic Church and its ministers was immediately begun. 

Perhaps it was the latter fact which makes the repre¬ 
sentation of the Grand Lodge of Portugal no phenomenon 
in Belfast. Whether this be so or not. Col. Cane owes 
explanation—if he can give it.^ 

Editor Irish Catholic. 


»The explanation of the presence of the Portnguese representative 
is that the Grand Orients of Portugal, Spain, Italy, etc., are formally 
recognised by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. The latter maintains 
its permanent representative at these lodges; and has counter- 
reprefwsn to fives from them in Dublin. Cf. supra, pp, 43-45 ; also 
Irish Masonic Calendar, pp. 219-222. 
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Col. Cane did not reply to the letters of Mr. B\Tne 
and t he Editor of the Irish Catholic (published Nov. 14); 
and it seemed as if the controversy had died dovn. 
On November 23rd, however, the following lengthy 
letter from Col. Cane, wliich had been published in 
the Belfast Telegraph two daj's before (Nov 21) 
appeared in the Irish Independeiu: ' 

COL. CANE’S ATTACK ON THE SOCIETY OP JESUS 
To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—Quite recently a book has been published in Dublin 
^der the title of Freemasonry and the Antichristian 
^vement, containmg a very bitter attack on the Masonic 
Order, and professing to expose its principles and objects 
as anti-Christian, Atheistic, and even worse. The author 
of this book is the Rev. Father E. Cahill. S.J., and it bears 
tte " Impnmatur'' of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Dublin. 

To this book I wrote a rejoinder denying in toto most 
of the ElIegEtions it contained, which wes published in 
the Irish Independent and most of the leading Irish papers. 
It was written in my capacity of Deputy Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodge of Ireland and also Lieut. Grand Com¬ 
mander of the Supreme Council 33“ of the Antient and 
Accepted Rite for Ireland, and may therefore be considered 
as official. What follows is not written in my official 
capacity and can only Iw considered as the individual 
opinion of a student of history, and a Freemason of long 
and varied experience. 

For several re^ons I was surprised to see that the author 
of such a book is a member of the Society of Jesus. We 
have always been told that the Jesuits are distbgiiished 
above all others of their Church for learning, broad-minded¬ 
ness, and liberality of thought. And further, the history 
of their Order and that of the Masonic Order are in many 
ways curiously similar. Both have been subject during 
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the whole period of their existence to calumny mis¬ 
representation, and even persecution. The mass of hostile 
literature dealing with Jesuitism is probably even greater 
than that dealing with Masonry*^ 

Historical Accusations. 

I do not, like Father Cahill, take for granted the truth 
of all the accusations brought by its enemies against a 
society of which I am not a member, and consequently 
have no inner knowledge, nor even the so-called revelations 
of renegade members. 

I can only judge by historical facts which are the pro¬ 
perty of everyone. I have no feelings of enmity towards 
the Society of Jesus : on the contrary, I find in it much to 
admire—its discipline, its unwavering courage and per¬ 
sistency through good and evil report, and, above aU, 
the great services it has rendered to the cause of education, 
for which it was originally founded when education may 
be said to have hardly existed. 

But when Father Cahill condemns Masonry as a " secret 
society," and also for the objectionable character of its 
oaths, I must reply that Jesuitbm is far more a secret 
society in the true meaning of the term than Masonry is. 
The name of every Freemason of every grade is available— 
there is no secrecy whatsoever about the membership ; 
the names of the thousands of affiliates to Jesuitism all 
over the world, kno\vn in France as " Jesuites de Robe 
Courte/' are kept a profound secret. 

There are several versions of Jesuit oaths which have 


»It is unjust and offensive to any lawfully constituted Society, 
and much more to a religious Order, ivhich is the servant of ChrisUs 
Vicar on carih and holds its charter from him, to compare it, in 
any way, to an unlawful association like Freemasonry, which has 
no charter from citlicr Church or State, and is in fact an ** un¬ 
natural and spurious progeny '* (cf. Acta Sanctm Sedis, vol. i, p. 293). 
In other too, the comparison is inappropriate. The Society 

of Jesus never had much more than some 20,000 members while 
Freemasonry numbers it members by the million. 
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^en published by hostile writers, and they are, if true 
far more objectionable than anything aUeged to be Masonic.* 
because I must repeat it, I do not, like 
Father ^ill, take for granted the truth of all that is 
alleged by avowed enemies and renegades. Such state¬ 
ments are polluted at the source and at least liable to 
very grave suspicion. 

The Jesuit Order. 

From the ^te of its foundation in 1530 by lenatitts 
Loyola, the Jesuit Order seems to have encountered 
opposition not only from the Civil Governments of every 
country where they established themselves, but from the 
themselves.^ So far did this opposition 
go that their General was arrested and tried by the Holv 
Inqmsition and although he was ultimately acquitted, did 

* Regarding the assertion that Jesuits are a secret society see 
above, p 181. The " thousands of affiUatcs to Jesuitism ’* 
apparently some type of secret “ Third Order " of Jesuits Uvinf 
f,® purely mythical. No such body ever 
existed. The supposed Jesuit oaths ’’ are now recognised bv all 

Otherwise, to be mere du^y 
r C.SS.R ,—and ForgerUt), and 

Jt IS absurd to compare them with the Masonic oaths, the terns of 
which are actually contained in the official Masonic handbook. 

. t suggestion contained here, at least as regards the relations 

frnth® ** 1 ® ^®’ “ *®*y reverse of the 

truth. The devotodness of the Society of Jesus to the Holy See 

questioned by any serious historian; and leit of 
Ml by the themselves. No less than 27 Popes have ap^v^ 

^ confirmed the institute of the Society (mi^ of whom have 
^idcs prajs^ its work in the most unstinted tenns) and not one 
1^ ever condemned it. The temporary suppression of the Society 
t,iZ7?T* ? .Purely disciplinary measure. The Pope found 

mmself cupelled, in order to avoid greater evils menacing the 
univMsal Church to bend before the storm raised all over Europe 
and .America by the Masonic and other anti-Christian forces, Hcom 
while studiously refraining from any word of condemnation against 
of the Society of Jesus he affixed his signature to the 
Brief of the Suppression, which, as is now known, was drafted bv 
uie bpanish ambassador under Masonic guidance. -Within a single 
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not escajM censure* *' In 1741# Benedict XIV characterised 
the Jesuits as '' disobedient, contumacious, captious and 
reprobate persons." ^ In 1759 they were expelled from 
Portugal, in 1764 suppressed in France, and expelled in 
1767 ; and finally, in 1773, they were suppressed in Rome 
itself by Clement XIV in the famous Brief Dominus ac 
Redemptor/' 

At this time no foothold was left for them in any of the 
Latin or Roman Catholic countries, except the small 

generation every one of the thrones which had been active in the 
suppression had fallen a viciini to the revolutionary movement of 
which this Masonic and anti-Christian combine was the driving 
force, and the Society of Jesus the first victim (cf. Barruel, op. ctl.t 
vol, i ; Cath. Encydop,, vol* xiv, p, g6), 

' This. too. ia a misstatement* St. Ignatius w*as never brought 
before the Inquisition alter he became General of the Society of 
Jesus. In the first years after his conversion. St* Ignatius, full of 
apostolic zeal, undertook, w'hile still a layman, to direct others in 
the Spiritual Exercises* The Ecclesiastic^ authorities anxious and 
fearful, owing to the spirit of heresy that was then abroad, forbade 
him to do so till after his ordination ; but they found no fault with 
his doctrine. Later on in Horae, before the formal approbation of 
the Institute of the Society by the Holy See. St, Ignatius again got 
into difficulties* Complaints were raised by some well-meaning 
persons against the newness of his methods* The complaints were 
inspired by the prevailing fear of heretical innovation* The case 
was examined before the Inquisition ; and St* Ignatius triumphantly 
acquitted* 

* The words here quoted rather inaccurately are apparently taken 
from or at least suggested by a passage in a constitution of 
Benedict XIV issued (174^) to put an end to the complicated dispute 
concerning the Chinese rites, which had gone on for over a century 
(cf* MacCaffrey, flisiory of the Cathoiie Church froni the Renaissance^ 
etc*, voL i. pp, 264-266). The decisions of the Holy See on the 
matter were in every case accepted with unquestioning obedience 
by the head Superiors of the Society, who urged their subjects in 
distant China to obey them promptly and fully. Some of the Jesuit 
missionaries in China, however (as well as others not belonging to 
the Society), feared that disastrous results would fallow for the 
missions if the condemnation of the Chinese rites were strictly 
entorced and protested too strongly against it. In the Constitution 
these missionaries are rebuked sevcrly by the Pope* There was no 
question even in their case of formal disobedience much less of any 
charge against the Society as a whole, which was. in fact again and 
again praised and endowed with the greatest privileges by this very 
Pope—Benedict XIV. 
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and high-sounding titles and decorations with which it 
invested its members. Most of these Orders had no real 
connection with true Masonry at all, though many were 
formded by men who had obtained the original degrees in a 
legitimate way. They never got any serious looting m 
England or Ireland, nor I think in Scotland, though the 
name '* Ecossais " or " Scottish " was used very freely in 
connection wth many of them, probably due to the mflueiice 
of the Chevalier Ramsay and the young Pretender, Charles 
Edward Stuart. We at home considered them unauthorised 
and spurious, and the few of them which still survive to 
this day are not recognised as pure and Antient Free¬ 
masonry by the Sister Grand Lodges ol England, Ireland, 

and Scotland. ■ i j n 

It is these Orders and Degrees which are mainly demt 
with in the various publications quoted by Father Cahill, 
and it was they who, quite justly in many cases, incuired 
the Papal Condemnations.^ Among these spurious Ordera 
was one which became notorious, the Chapter of Clermont- 
It came nominally into existence in Paris in the year ^753 
or 17-14 and Louis de Bourbon. Comte de Clermont, who 
was then Grand Master of the Grand Orient of France, 

became its nominal head. . , ^ 

But according to most authorities it had already existed 
since 1735. or soon after, in the College of Clermont under 
the auspices of the Jesuits, and Louis was only mst^ed 
as its head to mask its origin. It was ronvement that 
not only should his name, but his Masomc rank fit in so 

^^?n its original form the candidate was not received m a 
" Lodge," but in the city of Jerusalem ; a den^ Jerus^em 
signif^g Rome, and the meetings were called Capit^ 
Canomcorum. The statutes were drawn up by Lainez, 
the second General of the Jesuits. ______ 

I This HtAtement ia fully dealt with in the authoT's letter of reply, 
?^heJtS S.J.. so well knovm to students of Ecd«mtical 

stitution of the Clermont Chapter 11 
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From the Chapter of Clermont sprang the Order of 
'' The Strict Observance/' which aimed at superseding all 
the existing forms of Masonry, and veiy nearly succeeded 
in doing so. It was controlled wholly by Jesuit influence, 
and no one could be initiated into one of its Lodges unless 
he was a member of the Church of Rome, Its founder, 
Baron von Himde» was originally a Protestant, but changed 
his religion in order to be eligible. 

The Relaxed Observance. 

" The Relaxed Observance/' wliich was a schismatic 
tody from '' The Strict Observance/' was equally exclusive 
in religious qualifications. These bodies aimed not only 
at universal domination over Masonry, but at a imiversaJ 
monarchy under Roman control It was not until the 
Congress of Wilhelmsbad, held in 1782 under the presidency 
of the Duke of Brunswick (this Congress was mainly 
occupied in discussing the influence of Jesuitism in Masonry) * 
that these two systems lost their influence, and finally died 
a natural death. Neither of them ever obtained any re¬ 
cognition in England or Ireland,^ 


^ This whole account in as far as it implies any connection of the 
Society of Jesus with Freemasonry, or any opposition between the 
former and the Holy Sc© is purely mythical. The implication that 
the Popes in the eighteenth century aimed at a world-wide extension 
of their temporal sov'ereignity and tri^ to utilise Freemasonry 
for the purpose, is manifestly false and indeed fantastic. 

The connection alleged between the IVlasontc Order known as the 

** Clermont Chapter ** and the Jesuit College of Clermont illustrates 
very aptly the recklessness and uncritical character of the state¬ 
ments of Masonic apologists in dealing with their opponents. Here 
are the facts of the case:— 

The oldest and most celebrated of the Jesuit Colleges in France 
was the Collie de Clermont in Paris. Its first foundation dales 
from 1550, when the Mgr, du Prat, Bishop of Clermont in Auvergne, 
handed over his Paris residence, then known as the ** HAtel de 
Clermont," to the Fathers of the Society of Jesus for a college 
residence. This was the origin of the name, (flcrmont, by which 
the college was always known, oven after its transference kom the 
H6tel de Clermont to a different part of the city (Cf. Fouquerray, 
Histaire iU !a Compagnia de Jesus en France, voL i, pp, 150 ff and 


N 
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A few words about the sect of the Illuminati seem 
necessary since Father Cahill asserts their connection with 
Masonry.* * llliuninism was founded by Adam Weishaupt, 
who had been educated by the Jesuits, but had incurred 
their displeasure when he was appointed Professor of 
Canon Law in the University of Ingoldstadt, a post pre¬ 
viously held invariably by a member of their Order. He 
was initiated in 1776 in a Lodge of the Roman Catholic* 
" Strict Observance,” and in the same year laxmched his 
new Order of Illuminati, which he tried to graft on to 


pp. 363 ff). Tbc college never ha<l any connection with the town 
of Clermont, which was some 150 miles awy. 

Two centuries after the foundation of the college of Clermont, a 
certain FVince of the Bourbon famUyt the Comte de Clermont, who 
took his title from the town of Clerinont, became Grand Master of 
the Masonic Order in France* Ho held this office for nearly thirty 
years {i7*>3-i77i)» during which several of the so-called Higher 
degrees of Freemasonry were founded. Of these latter, one founded 
in 1754, was named The Clermont Chapter/* manifestly borrowing 
its name from the title of the Masonic Grand Master, who in fact 
became its head (cf . Gould, Concise History of Freemasonry, p. 278). 
The bare fact of the name, Clermont, being associated both with 
the Masonic Chapter and the Jesuit College is the whole foundation 
of the story which CoL Cane here details as serious history. Upon 
this basis he, or the Masonic authorities upon whom he relies, liave 
built up in defiance of history, chronology and geography, the whole 
fantastic legend of the Jesuits having founded a Masonic Order 
whose constitution** were drawn up by a General of the Society, 
whose death had actually taken place two centuries before I 

ft will interest the Catholic reader to know that Jesuits are not 
the only victims of these absurd and calumnious Masonic accusations* 
It has been seriously asserted in Masonic publications that Pope 
Benedict XlV and Pius IX were both initiated into Freemasonry— 
the former even during his Pontificate 11 (Cf. Prenss, Atnorican 
Freemasonry, chap* xiv). ^ 

* The question of the connection of the Illuininati with h ree* 

masonry has been already dealt with, pp* 18^—5* ^ 

• The epithet Roman Catholic *' as applied to the Masonic Order 
of the Strict Observance *’ is incorrect and misleading* It may 
be true that that order originally recruited its members horn among 
Catholics who misunderstood its character or were false to their 
religion* Freemasonry w^as alw'ays anti-CathoUc and was condomned 
by Clement XXI long before the foundation of this Degree of 
Masonry, which in fact was aggressively anti-Christian. 
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one or other of the existing Masonic systems. In this 
however, he was entirely unsuccessful, and after eight 
years of precarious existence it was suppressed by the 
Elector of Bavaria. Its connection with Masonry of any 
sort is of the very slightest, probably not more than with 
Jesuitism, and Weishaupt seems to have been an un¬ 
principled scoundrel 

Roman, if not Jesuitical influence, was paramount in 
several of the other Degrees of this period. The Degrees 
Knight of the Sun/* IMummati of Avignon," and 
the " Hermetic Degrees " all owe their origin to Pemefti, 
a Benedictine monk.‘ _ 

Dumg most of this period, when the Jesuits were trying 
to gain control of the Masonic Order, it must not be for¬ 
gotten that they were xinder a doud and in serious diffi¬ 
culties, not onljf with the various Governments of Europe, 
but with Rome itself, even before their suppression in 1773. 

Had they succeeded they would probably have been 
strong enough to defy the Papal authority. That they 
were defeated was mainly owing to the steadfastness of 
British Freemasonry and the efforts of the rulers of the 
Northern Protestant States, espedally Frederick the Great 
of Prussia.^ 

So, perhaps, one cannot wonder if they still feel some 


1 Atitoine Joseph Pemety, as the name is usually speUed (1716- 
1801)* a French Benedictine, left his monastery {1716). apparently 
without obtaining a dispensation from his vows, being wearied of 
the restraints of the religious life, and lived for some time in the 
court of Frederick the Great of Prussia, who made him his librarian. 
After leaving bis monastery he wrote several works on a variety of 
subjects, some being of an occultist character. Some say that he 
abandoned the Christian faith and became the founder of some of 
the Occultist rites of Freemasonry. But the accounts are obscure 
and confused, Cf. Dictionair^ Hisicriquct par Ahh€ de FeUer, 
voL X, p. (Paris, 1825); also Waite, op. vol. ii, pp. 274-5 
and passim. 

■ The implication that tlic Holy See ever was or ever could be 
in danger from the Society of Jesus (which depended and still 
depends on the favour of the Holy See for its existence), or 
that it was saved from Jesuit domination by English Freemasonry 
and the Protestant powers of Northern Europe ( 11 ), iUustrates the 
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resentmentj but still it makes one wonder that a Society 
so open to criticism, and with so many vulnerable points, 
should identify itself so prominently with an attack on 
an organisation which, like itself, has withstood for 
centuries the attacks of so many enemies, even those of 
the Holy See. 

Claude Cane. 

JESUIT ISSUE mRELE7ANT 

A'OV. 25 . 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—Col. Cane on Saturday treated Irish Independent 
readers to quite a lengthy letter in which he gave the results 
—such as they are—of his researches into the history of 
the Jesuits. Admittmg—for the sake of argument only— 
that all Col. Cane says about the Jesuits is true, how does 
that better the case of the Freemasons ? An old saw lays 
down that '* two blacks do not make one white." 

Whatever the emptying of the contents of Col. Cane's 
inkpot may do to make the Jesuits black it cannot have the 
effect of making the Freemasons a whit whiter. If, instead 
of the lengthy epistle about the Jesuits, Col. Cane had 
given even ten lines about the necessity of ^e Freemason 
oath and of Freemason secrecy, to justify in the eyes of 
sensible people either or both, he would have done some¬ 
thing more effective than he has done in trying to drag 
the Jesuit red-herring across the scent. 

Editor Irish Catholic. 

perverted ideas of history which Masonic writers propagate and 
many of their followers sincerely believe. 

Colonel Cane's case in those rather incoherent paragraphs seems 
to be that the Jesuits tried to gain control of the {^ntincntal section 
of Freemasonry : that had they succeeded in doing so they would 
have been able to realise some kind of world-domination and defy 
the Holy See ; and that their attempt was defeated only by English 
Freemasonry and the Masonic rulers of the Protestant nations of 
Northern Europe. Apparently the Jesuits' attempt met its TA atcrloo 
at the Masonic Congress of willielmsbad, which, by the way, was 
held in 1782, nine years after the suppression of the Society of 
Jesus 1 The whole story is too fantastic to need further refutation. 
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ESPECIALLY AS FREEMASONRY IN IRELAND IS A DANGER 
TO THE STATE 

To the Editor Irish Independent, 

Sir,—I t is interesting to hear from Col. Cane that Free¬ 
masonry in Ireland is not anti-Ctiiistian—he did not say 
not anti-Catholic—and that it repudiates Continental Free¬ 
masonry. The result of his investigations into the history 
of the Society of Jesus is also interesting as far as it goes, 
but since Freemasony has come so much into the limelight 
lately what the " man in the street ” would like to kno^ 
is : Wliat is Freemasonry ? What does it exist for ? 

The Popular Belief. 

The popular belief is that when Freemasons foregather 
in their lodges they do so not only to devise ways and 
means of furthering their o^vn interest but of crushing tlieir 
commercial and political rivals. Let me give a couple of 
instances of what I mean. 

(а) It h popularly believed that a Freemason bank 
manager is expected, if not obliged, to strain every point 
compatible with the retention of his employment in the 
matter of accommodation and leniency towards a Free¬ 
mason customer while at the same time enforcing the letter 
of the law and putting on the screw with non-Freemason 
customers, whether they be Catholic or Protestant, more 
particularly if they should be commercial rivals of the 
Freemason customers. 

(б) While Freemasons are usually to all appearance good 
citizens of the State there is a belief—for which we in 
Ireland have good reason—that they consider their Free¬ 
mason oath more binding than their allegiance to the State 
or to their King. 

If only these two points have any foimdation in fact, 

I submit that Freemasonry in Ireland is a danger to the 
community and to the State, that it has been very properly 
condemned by the Holy See, and deserves the condemnation 
of all right-thinking men, no matter to what class, creed, 
or nation they belong. 

Diarmuidh Ua Briain. 
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AN HISTORICAL BLUNDER 

Nov. 25. 

D. C. writes" Col. Cane tells ns of a Chapter of 
Clermont which came into existence about 1735. He says : 
' Its statutes were drawn up by Lainez, second General of 
the Jesuits.' But Father Lainez died in 1565. Evidently 
he could not have drawn up the statutes for a body which 
began in 1735." 


Nov. 26. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—My authority for saying that the statutes of the 
Chapter of Clermont were the work of Lainez is Cha rl es 
Heckethom's " Secret Societies of All Ages and Countries,” 
a work which is usually accepted as reliable. His exact 
words are: " Catholic ceremonies, unkn own in ancient 
Freemasonry, were introduced from 1735 to 1740 in the 
Chapter of Clermont. ... In the statutes is seen the hand 
of James Lainez, the second General of the Jesuits.” 

This probably means that statutes which had been in 
existence for many years in a Jesuit Society* were intro¬ 
duced into a quasi-Masonic body in 1733 or 1740. 

Why does the Editor of the Irish Catholic continually 
complain of the space I occupy in your columns ? Surely, 
sir, that is a matter for yourself ^one. When I ask for 
space in his columns it will be another matter. 

Claude Cane. 

Alen’s Grove, Celbridge. 


1 Jesuits have no ceremonies or ritual except the ordinary cere- 
monies and ritual of the Catholic Church with w-hich all the faithful 
arc familiar. It is incredible that the constitutions or statutes of 
the Society of Jesus approved and praised by some tMrenty-seven 
Popes, could liavc been the prototype of the constitutions of a 
Masonic Order, so strongly condemn^ and reprobated by nearly 
all the Popes of the past two centuries. 
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^at I do not "complain " 
of the len^h of his epistles; what I do advert to and 

^ length, he tells nothing in 
his letters about what we really want and ask hini to 

^ ® Freemason oath at 
f*! * wliy ^le sc^cy of Freemasonry is a sworn secrecy • 
(3} why in Its religious test for admission to membership 
Frwi^^ requ^ belief in God but ignores ChristT 
Not a single solitary line has come from Col. Cane’s pen 
to throw the faintest light on even one of these vi^ 
quesUons—the questions that really matter. 

Untd he has cleared these questions up. Col. Cane's 
histon^I excursions about the Jesuits, etc, are simply by- 
pat^ from the mam road—by-paths he would fain have 
us foUow to get lost in a jungle of profitless discussions 
covering over the original and primary issues. Antiquated 
as IS the mse, CoL Cane must have expected it to work 
successfully; hence his evident armoyance at its repeated 
exposure* 

Editor Irish Catholic. 


AUTHOR’S SECOND REPLY TO COL. CANE 

Nov. 28. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—On November ii I wrote to your paper in reply 
to a letter from Col. Claude Cane, which was published in 
the Beljast Telegraph and the Irish Independent some days 
previously. In that letter the Colonel made very serious 
charges not only against the author of the recently-pub¬ 
lished book, Freemasonry and the Ardi-Christian Movement, 
but against all the non-Masonic writers whom the author 
quotes. 

Of the latter he says that '* they drew on their imagina¬ 
tions for their so-called facts,” and the former he describes 
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as a fanatic, '* who sees only what he wishes to see and 
believes only what he wishes to believe." Of the book 
itself he says tliat he *' can scarcely find one word of truth 
in it from cover to cover." 

In my letter I dealt wth these charges more or less fully, 
and pointed out how utterly reckless and groundless they 
were. That letter has so far been left unanswered. 

According to all the rules of decent controversy, the 
Colonel was bound either to substantiate his charges or 
withdraw them, all the more so as they contain very serious 
imputations against the honour of many distinguished 
scholars that are still living, and include in their scope 
practically aU the Popes that have occupied the Chair of 
St. Peter for the past two centuries. 

Instead of withdrawing or trying to substantiate his 
injurious statements in the Press where they were made, 
the Colonel invited me to retire with him iron the public 
arena which he himself had originally chosen, and discuss 
the whole matter in a friendly and apparently private 
conference. This invitation I found it impossible to accept, 
both for the reason I have just suggested and also because 
the Colonel has refused to give an answer on the very 
relevant and essential matter of his Masonic oaths, though 
such an answer might be given in less than half a dozen 
words. 

The Masonic Oaths. 

A discussion on Freemasonry with a member of the 
Masonic body bound by such oaths as the ones upon which 
the Colonel had been challenged could serve no useful 
purpose. One who has again and again solemnly sworn, 
and that, too, under such penalties as torture, death, and 
mutilation to conceal and hide the real secrets and inner 
nature of Freemasonry, even from the heads of the Church 
and the State, even from the judge sitting on the bench, 
could not be expected to revei anything of importance. 

Much less could I hope to learn with certainty anything 
to the prejudice of the Order, no matter how essential, 
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from a member who is bound by similar oaths and under 
like penalties to obey any order of Masonic superiors, no 
matter what that order may be. For, whatever may be 
said or thought of Jesuit oatlis, the Masonic oaths at least 
we not a mj^. The texts of these oaths are to be found 
m recognised Masonic treatises and m the official Masonic 
ntuaJs and manuals, some of which now he before me as 
I write. 

I refrained from replying to the Colonel’s invitation, 
hopmg that my silence would bring to an end a futile news¬ 
paper battle ; for I accepted his repeated assurances thtt 
he was averse to pubhc controvert'. My hopes, however, 
have been disappointed. On Nov, 23 another long letter 
from the Colonel was published in the Bdjast Telegraph, 
and two days later appears in the Irish Independent. In 
this latest letter the Colonel makes no attempt either to 
substantiate or withdraw his injurious statements. He 
completely ignores my letter of Nov. 8 and still preserves 
the same significant silence on the fundamental question 
of the Masonic oaths. 

Jesuit Question Irrelevant. 

His letter, which consists almost entirely of an attack 
on the Society of Jesus, is irrelevant to the present con¬ 
troversy, which he evidently wishes to sidetrack. Sum¬ 
maries of the innumerable charges, which have been made 
by the enemies of the Church against the Society of Jesus 
during the past three and a half centuries, may be found 
in most of the ordinary encyclopedias, and are a portion 
of the usual stock-in-trade of the Church's traducers. 

The curious reader, who would consult the older editions 
of the English encyclopedias, will find charges against the 
Society even more startling than any the Colonel ventures 
to put forward. All these charges have been answered 
and refuted dozens of times. ^ In any case they do not 
concern us here. A discussion on that subject may come 
later, should the Colonel so desire and should you, sir, think 
well to open your columns to it. 

• Ct. Cath. Encyctap., vol. xiv, pp. 103 fi, where this matter is 
briefly dealt with. 
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Even in such case, may I submit in passing, that the 
" student of history " who undertakes to weigh in the 
balance the merits and demerits of the Society of Jesus 
should have the needed qualification for the task, and 
should possess some knowledge, at least of the broad out¬ 
lines of his subject. That the Colonel lacks such quali¬ 
fication is, I think, quite evident from his letter. 

The subject of our present controvemy, however, is not 
the Society of Jesus ; its merits or demerits, its phantom 
crowds of affiliates ; its supposed crimes or mythical oaths. 
We have now to do solely with Freemasonry and the con¬ 
tent of my book of which the Colonel has asserted that 
he “ can scarcely find one word of truth in it from cover 
to cover," 

The indictment against Freemasonry, which it contains, 
is not made upon the authority of Jesuit writers or the 
assertions of the enemies of Freemasonry, but upon the 
express testimony of Masonic official writings and of some 
of the best and most widely recognised Masonic authors. 
Let us, therefore, keep to the point, and avoid extraneous 
issues. 

British Freemasonry Falls under Indictment. 

Of the Colonel’s original misstatements there is one, 
which, although briefly dealt with in my former letter, I 
think useful to touch upon again, especially as Col, Cane 
now repeats it in another form. The point which he strives 
to make (we pass over the details of Masonic erudition 
with which he envelops it) is that Continental or Latin 
Freemasonry is one thing, and Anglo-Saxon (including Irish 
and .American) is quite another; and that the testimony 
of the writers, whom I quote, including the Papal con¬ 
demnations, apply only to the former, and do not at all 
affect Freemasonry as it exists in the EngUsh-speaking 
countries. That the very contrary of all this is tiie case 
will be clear to anyone reading my book even cursorily. 

The testimony of the Masonic authors, whom I quote, 
refers mainly to Anglo-Saxon Freemasonry. What the 
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^lonel statM as to the limited scope of the Papal con- 
denmations is expressly excluded by the very teirt of the 
condemnation ttemselves {see pp. 131-132), and in any 
case IS manifestly untenable. ^ " "‘J" 

^-called Anglo-Saocon Freemasonry contains consider- 
ply rnore than thirteen-fourteenths of the whole Masonic 
body (4,100,000 out of a total 4,400,000) and includes, 
brides, most of the 1.000,000 or so of unrecognised 
Negro Masons m U.S.A., " which indicates that Free- 
mno^n essentially, an Anglo-Saxon institution" 
(tncyclop. Brttannica, Edition 1929, vol. ix, 738). 

Do^ the Colonel seriously assert when eleven Popes 
one after another, during nearly two centuries, stigmatise 
m such unconditional and sweeping terms the whole in¬ 
stitution and system of Freemasonry (see pp. 118-132), 
that they meant their words to app’ly only to one very 
small section of it, which is, in fact, less than one-fourteenth 
of the whole, and wliich he himself has repeatedly said is, 
in reality, not Freemasonry at all but only a spurious and 
accidental by-product ? 


Oneness of all Freemasonry. 

T^at Freema»nry forms one body the whole world over 
is, in fact, officially recognised by the Freemasons them¬ 
selves. All sections, both Continental and Anglo-Saxon, 
are equally enumerated in the official Masonic Year-books, 
toh, English and American Freemasons supply the official 
l^ts of their members and lodges for publication in Con¬ 
tinental Calendars. They send their representatives to 
the international Masonic congresses. 

T^us, in my book (p. 45). I give an account of the Inter¬ 
national Brussels Congress, 1907, of the Ancient and Accep¬ 
ted Scottish Rite (of whose Supreme Council, 33rd degree, 
for Ireland, the Colonel himself is General &cretary and 
Treasurer) (cf. Irish Freettwson CaL, 1929, p. 183), at which 
Ireland, France, Italy, Portugal, etc., etc., were represented. 
Similarly, at the recent Congress of the International 
Masonic League at Amsterdam, England was represented 
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as well as the U.S.A., France, Germany, etc., etc. (cf. 
Osservatorc Romano, 30th Oct., 1929). Here in Ireland we 
find official representatives of the Grand Orients of 
Portugal. Italy, Spain, and of the Grand Lo^es of France, 
Belgium, Mexico, Braxil, etc., etc. {Freemason Cal., 1929, 
PP- 33-35 and 219-222). 

When the English Masonic journals protested in 1885, 
as Col. Cane now protests, against British Freemasonry 
being held responsible for the activities and opinions of 
the openly anti-religious and revolutionary sections of 
Freemasonry, their own great prophet and leader, Bro. 
Albert Pike, admitted that the protest was futile: " It 
is idle for you to protest. You are Freemasons and you 
recognise tiiem as Freemasons. You give them counten¬ 
ance, encouragement and support, and you are jointly 
responsible with them and caimot shirk the responsibility " 
(p. 108). 

Author's Attitude and Motives. 

Before concluding I ask Col. Cane to accept ray assur¬ 
ance that I bear no enmity to him or to any individual 
Freemason. I am fully aware, as I repeat more than once 
in my book, that multitudes of Freemasons, sometimes 
holding, apparently, high office in the Order, do not know 
or do not realise the inherent wickedness of the institution 
to which, alas, they lend their support. 

I have written my book as a Catholic priest in defence, 
as far as my small ability may serve, of our Catholic people 
against the perils of an institution, which I know to be 
the aggressive and deadly enemy of all that they and I 
hold most dear ; I have written, too, in pursuance of the 
Pope's exhortation to the Catholic priesthood, “ to tear 
away the mask from Freemasonry and let it be seen as it 
really is." 

With the same purpose in view I replied to Col. Cane's 
original attack, in my letter of Nov. 8, which reply I now 
further supplement. Until the Colonel meets that reply 
squarely ; until he withdraws or substantiates the injurious 
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charges he has made with the " sanction and approval" 
of the official heads of the Masonic Order in Ireland ; until 
he gives a satisfactory explanation of his Masonic oaths, 
neither he nor any other representative of the Masonic 
Order in Ireland has, I submit, any claim to be further 
heard in the present controversy. Hence I appeal to you, 
Sir, to see that the ordinary rules of debate be observed, 
and that the Colonel, should he select to go on with the 
controversy, be not further allowed to shirk or sidetrack 
the issue. 

Edward Cahill, S.J» 

Milltowm Park, Dublin. 

Col. Cane did not reply to the above. 


PBEEMA30NRY AND CHRISTIANITY—A PROTESTANT 
TESTIMONY 

Dec. 2. 

To the Editor /ns/i Independent. 

Sir,—Allow somctliing to be said by one who, from 
inquiries made, could not, as a Christian, join the Free¬ 
masons. Many years ago a conversation on the subject 
took place with a Mason in Dublin. ‘A little before this 
a publication had been made respecting Freemasonry, by 
Rev. John Alex, Dowie. Because of what was stated 
therein, the Mason was asked ; " Is a Mason in the I.ndge 
perfectly free to mention or use the name of Jesus Christ, 
or is he in any wise prohibited from doing so," 

Very significantly, avoiding a direct answer, he said; 
" In the Order of the Templ^ you are allowed to do so, 
and even required to be a Cliristian." That harmonised, 
as far as it went, wth the Rev. Mr, Dowie's publication, 
as it does also with Col. Cane's rejoinder. But, as we 
shall see, it omitted what is perhaps more serious from 
the Cliristian stand-point than anything that has yet been 
brought to light in this controversy. 

15 
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Masonic Ritual and the Holy Name. 

Men who were not “ renegades ’’ from Masonry, but who 
were witnessing on a religious platform with Mr. Dowie 
that they left the Masonry from Christian and conscientious 
motives, were there testifying also as to what takes place 
in the ritual of the fundamental degrees of the Masons. 
The following are taken as two of the examples given:— 

" Under the charge at opening the lodge of the degree 
of Royal Arch, this portion of the Scripture is read," 
omitting, however, the words : " in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.'* " Now we command you, brethren, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh disorderly." 

Also from the following Scripture these words, " in the 
Lord Jesus Christ," are also omitted:—" Now them that 
are such we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ 
that with quietness they work and eat their own bread." 

Thus they cut out from the middle of the passages, in the 
one case, the words " in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ," 
and in the other the words " in the Lord Jesus Christ." 

Why Struck Out? 

Why are these words struck out ? There must be some 
reason for it; and obviously the only reason is because 
they refer to the Lord Jesus Christ. Col, Cane himself, 
one may safely say, would not deny that fact; while every¬ 
one knows that the name Jesus Christ is, at least, not 
agreeable to Jews, Turks, etc., who, as such, are eligible 
candidates. 

Surely to delete or omit words from Scripture (the Word 
of Goch because they refer to Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
is not honouring but, in a very marked manner, dishonour¬ 
ing the Son. And what can be more serious, seeing that 
it is written : " He that honoureth not the Son. honoureth 
not the Father which sent Him," and “ whosoever shall 
deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father 
which is in heaven," 

But we should conclude, even from Col. Cane's rejoinder 
that it is contrary to Christianity to admit, as he does, that 
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^ cLSsoci^tion. ceti honour Jesus Christ m one of its higher 
de^^—that of the Tempiars—and not do so in others. 
^1. Cane admits tliis, saying, very significantly, that " in 
me higher degrees " a rnember must be a professing 
Chroti^, but, in otheis, that he must avow his belief 
m God, the contradistinction meaning, of course, that, 
m the others, belief in God only is required, and not in 
Jesus Christ also I That in itself suflSciently and obviously 
accounts for the deletion in question, and the consequent 
dishonouring of Jesus Christ in the ritual referred to. Naw 
no man can so learn Christ. 

Inconsistent Action of Protestant Clergymen. 

Docs it not seem strange that clergymen professing to 
be Christians (and among them is, at least, one whom the 
writer sincerely and deeply loves] can conscientiously be 
members of such au associatioHj knowing what dishonouring 
the Son of God means, knowing that whosoever denieth 
the Son, the same hath not the Father." 

Therefore, it should be emphasised that, without doubt, 
a ritual which is drawn up with tde name of Jesus Christ 
purposely deleted, so as to suit those who deny Him, is 
not for Him, but is very plainly against Him. That fact 
no one can deny.^ 

If swearing is obligatory in Masonry, it is, in that respect, 
contradictory also to the Christian teaching ofthe Sermon 
upon the Mount" and elsewhere. Cannot amendments 
be made so as not to conflict with Christianity ? * * No good 
can come to it thereby. J. Moore. 

Tramore. 


iCf. Preuss* American Freemasonry, chap, xi (" American Free¬ 
masonry and the 13 iblc for n foUer treatment, with examples, of 
this matter. It is there shown by several examples which the author 
quotes how Uic Bible is bowderitsed in Masonic rituals to suit 
Masonic unchristian tc«tching and morality. 

* Leo XIII writes (inimica Fis addre^cd to Italian Bishops. 
Dec. 8, 1892) : “ Christianity and Freemasonry ore by their very 
nature urcconcileable/* This is one of the main parts of the thesis, 
which the author has tried to establish in the present work. Hence 
no amendments of the Constitutions of Freemasonry short of funda¬ 
mental and essential changes could make it acceptable to genuine 
Christians, 
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Dec. z. 

To the Editor Irish Independent. 

Sir,—^Why do Masonic apologists endeavour to convey 
the idea that Freemasons uphold Christianity when Jews 
and Unitarians, who reject Christ, and members of Eastern 
sects who reject Christ or have never heard of Him, can 
become members of their body ? * 

Some of the most influential Masonic Lodges in London 
are composed principally of Jews, and there is a large 
Jewish member^p in lodges in Dublin. 

UlLLIAM Ua CHEANNFHAOLAtDH. 

Dublin. 


IA letter from Rudyard Kipling (in reply to an enquiry con¬ 
cerning hia experiences as a Freemason) was published in the London 
Tinus, January 1925. It illustrates very aptly the relations 

(or absence ol all relations) between Anglo-Saxon Freemasonry and 
C^istianity. The letter runs :— 

Sir,—In reply to your letter I was secretary for some years to 
Lodge, Hope and Perseverance, No. 78* E.C. (Lahore, English 
Constitution), which included Brethren of at least four creeds. I 
was entered by a member of the Brahmo Somaj (a Hind^, passed 
by a Mohammedan, and raised by an Englishman. Our Tyler wm 
an Indian Jew. Wc met. of course, on the level, and the only 
difference that anyone could notice was that at our banquets some 
of the Brethren who were debarred by caste rules from eating fom 
not ceremonially prepared sat over empty plates. I bad the go^ 
fortune to be able to arrange a aeries of informal lectures by 
Brethren of various Faiths on the Baptismal Ceremomes of their 
religions. 
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Appendix 11 
MASONIC SOLIDARITY. 

(Supplementary to Chapter II) 

1. AMSTERDAM MASONIC CONGRESS. 1929 

The following extract from the Osscrvatore Romano, 
October 30, 1929, illustrates the gro^vung tendency ?^f 
the Masonic bodies all over the w'orld towards more 
united and co-ordinated action:— 

'' The Sons of Darkness. 

*' The International Masonic League, which has its seat 
in Vienna, held its annual session at Amsterdam last 
September. According to Froimaurer-Zeittmg, 600 Free¬ 
masons attended the meetings. For the first time, re¬ 
presentatives of the Grand Lodge of England took part 
in this reunion. Some members arrived too from America, 
a country, which, by itself, contributes three million 
brethren to the world-chain of Freemasonry. Members of 
the Grand Lodge of Denmark assisted al» for the first 
time at this International gathering. The well-known 
propagandist. La Fontaine, gave a lecture on the Free¬ 
masons* mission of peace. 

“ Dr, Leuliofi from Vienna said that the International 
Masonic League during the four years of its existence had 
formed affiliations in Austria, Holland, Germany, Jugo¬ 
slavia, France, Roumania, Czechoslovakia, Spain and 
Switzerland, and that its general secretary had undertaken 
a journey for the purpose of propaganda in the Unit^ 
States ; that tlie league had its agents too in Dutch India, 
Poland, Turkey, Greece and Brazil: that the activity of 
the branches in Czechoslovakia and in Rou man ia was par¬ 
ticularly efficient. 
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" "Die Con^ss has decided to establish International 
Archives of Freemasonry. The International Association 
of the Grand Lodges has also held a session in Barcelona 
to decide upon a plan of work for the near future." 

For further information concerning the International 
Masonic League and the Amsterdam Congress of Rev. 
Intern, des Soc. Sec., 1929, No. 30, pp. 172-4, 

Besides the IntcrnaHonal Masonic League here re¬ 
ferred to (founded in 1925). which is comparatively 
little knowTv, there is the International Masonic 
Association, founded 1921, and having its head¬ 
quarters at Geneva, which even in 1927 had secured 
the adhesion of thirty different Masonic Jurisdictions ; 
and apparently is in close correspondence with the 
CouncU of the League of Nations (Cf. Rev. Inter, des 
Soc. Sec., 1927, No. 37, pp. 636 ff). 

2. QEEMAK FREEMASONRY A LINK IN THE 
"WORLD CHAIN" 

The following clipping from the London Times, 
April 30, 1921, illustrates further the sutstantial 
solidarity of all Freemasonry. 

" A prominent German Freemason has issued a manifesto 
setting forth the terms on which German Freemasonry 
will accept recognition from other Masonic bodies. In the 
document in question the following paragraph occurs:— 

" ' We, German Masons, are equally in favour of reunion. 
But we do not want to be excluded from universal Masonry. 
Let no one presmne to set us upon the penitents' stool and 
make us depend on other people's favour, either from the 
Masonic point of view or any other. We have our German 
dignity; and, although we do not puff ourselves up, we 
mi^t have equality and tolerance ; and we insist upon 
being recognised. True tolerance includes esteem,' 
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'• Tills manifesto seems all the more impudent in view 
of the fact that the boycott was begun by the German 
lodges. It was in the early months of the war that the 
various German grand lodges, which are directed in matters 
of policy by a Central Bund, decided to hold no intercourse 
with Allied Freemasons. The Grand Orients of France 
and Belgium promptly took up the challenge, while the 
United Grand Lodge of England resolved * that in order to 
prevent the peace and harmony of the craft being disturbed, 
it is necessary that all brethren of German, Austrian, 
Hungarian, or Turkish birth should not, during the con¬ 
tinuance of the war, and until Grand Lodge, after the 
Treaty of Peace has been signed, should otherwise deter¬ 
mine, attend any meeting of the Grand Lodge, or of a 
private lodge, or any other Masonic meeting, and that 
such brethren are hereby required by the Grand Lodge to 
abstain from such attendance.' " 

8. HUNGARIAN MASONRY AND ITS FRIENDS IN U.S.A, etc. 

The following extract from the Leipzig Masonic 
paper Latomia, March, 1922, referring to the sup¬ 
pression of Freemasonry in Hungary in 1919, illustrates 
the real oneness of Anglo-Saxon and Continental 
Freemasonry : 

“ The Freemasons . . . threw themselves after the 
catastrophe [viz., the defeat of the Central Powers] into 
the Socialist republican idea with the noble persuasion that 
now ti me had arrived .fAr rpalising Matyinir. ideal. 
- . . The reactionaries [viz., the Royal Party], which.'T 
shortly afterwards came back to power . . . suppressed the 
lodges, occupied our premises, etc. ... In their distress 
our Hungarian brothers turned to the North American 
grand lodges. The result was that, as Hungary was then 
negotiating a loan in America, a reply was given that this 
lorn could not be considered as long as authorized in¬ 
stitutions were not re-established in Hungary; a clear 
allusion to the prohibition of Freemasonry. Thereupon 
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the Hungarian Government saw itself obliged to enter into 
relations with the ex-Grand Master. The free resumption 
of Masonic work was proposed to him, on condition that 
non-Masons should have the right to attend the sittings 
of the lodges. This was natur^ly refused by the Grand 
Master, and so the loan miscarried." 

The Wiener Freimaurcr Zeitung, Sept.. 1922, announces 
tliat the Italian Grand Master Torrigiano promised to 
intervene at the Geneva Conference with the governments 
of the various Masonic powers in order to bring pressure 
on tlie Hungarian Government in favour of Freemasonry. 
France co-operated energetically for the same purpose, as 
also did membere of the British diplomatic mission at 
Buda Pesth and Vienna. But the Hungarian Government 
held to its purpose, and refused to alter tlie law forbidding 
Masonry (Cf. De Poncins, The Secret Powers Behind the 
Revolution, pp. 68-76). 

4. GREEK LINK IN THE MASONIC “WORLD CHAIN” 

In the London Times, July 23, 1928, is published a 
letter from M. S. M. Angelasto, who states that he is 
officially authorised by the Grand Master of the Grand 
Orient of Greece to state that the latter Grand Orient, 
which was established in 1868, has 46 lodges, including 
an English-speaking Lodge at Athens and a French- 
speaking Lodge in Salonika, He also states that the 
Grand Orient of Greece is " internationally recogm'sed," 
and is the parent Lodge of the Freemasonry of the 
near Balkans. All this seems to imply that the English 
and French Masons in Greece are recognised both by 
the French Grand Orient and by the Grand Lodge of 
England. 

5. MASONIC SOLIDARITY IN PRESS CONTROL 
Mr. H. Belloc in two articles published in the Dublin 
Review, January and April, 1910 (pp. 167 ff and 396 ft), 
gives the story of the Ferrer rising in Barcelona in 
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1910, to which we have already referred {pp. 16-17), 
Ferrer was an active member of the French Grand 
Orient; and the rising was directed solely against the 
Catholic Church. The most striking phenomenon, 
according to Mr. Belloc, in the whole episode was the 
almost incredible unanimity with which the great 
Press of the world immediately put out a completely 
false but consistent account of Ferrer’s character and 
of his execution. Practically all the great English 
dailies and weekhes joined in this chorus of falsificaticJn 
of the facts of the case. To show this, Belloc quotes f 
from the Westminister Gazette, the Globe, the Daily I 
Telegraph, the Daily Chronicle, the Spectator, the 
Sunday Times, the Observer, the Guardian, etc., all of 
which, with the same unanimous accord, suddenly 
became silent on the Ferrer case when the truth could I 
no longer be concealed. I 

6. COKNEGTINO UNSS 

The linking up of the apparently independent 
sections of the Masonic body with one another, and 
witli the other quasi-Masonic associations is secured 
by a variety of means, even independently of the 
disputed question of a unified supreme control. Thus 
we learn (cf, p. xvii, supra) that A. Pike was a member 
of, and in fact " kept in leading strings all the Supreme 
Councils of the world, including those of England, 
Ireland and Scotland,” In page 204. supra, we refer 
to the liaison functions of two of the principal Masonic 
le;rders in Ireland. From an obituary notice of 
Archibald Douglas, Lord Bl5dhswood, published in the 
London Times {Nov. 16, 1929), we learn that he had 
been “ Grand Master Mason of Scotland, had held 
high place in the Grand Lodges of England and Ireland, 
and devoted much of bis time to the affairs of the 
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Order.” Again, in the Irish Times (Dec. 24, 1929) 
m ^ obituary notice of the late Col. R. H. Wallace 
'we find that Col* Wallace, who was a member of the 
Ulster Unionist Co^cil since its inception, had been 
for a considerable time Grand Secretary of the Belfast 
Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland, and for some twenty 
years Grand Master of the Belfast County Grand 
Orange Lodge. He was, on the other hand, all the 
time a leading Freemason, being a fftember of the Board 
of Purposes of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
and the representative in the same Lodge of the 
Grand Lodge of Colombia. 


Appendix III 

IMPERFECT FREEMASONRY. 

(Supplementary to Chapter VII) 

The followTng extracts from an article published in 
La Tribuna of Rome (Nov. 15, 1929) entitled "The 
Aims and Activities of Austrian Freemasonry,” will 
help to illustrate this important element in Masonic 
activity. The facts recorded concerning Austria are 
an example of some of the means now employed the 
world over for purposes of Masonic interpenetration. 

1. FREEMASONRY IN AUSTRIA 

The article begins with a short historical account of 
Freemasonry in Austria. Masonic Lodges were for¬ 
bidden by law since 1794, on the ground that Free- 
masonry was a secret society. A certain miinber of 
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lodges, however, managed to hold their position in 
the countr)' under the false pretence of being humani¬ 
tarian associations. These numbered 14 in 1918 : 

'' On the break up of the empire and the ^tablishment of 
the Republic, 1918, Masonic activity immediately made 
itself felt throughout the m^hole State. The Grand Lodge 
of Vienna began to function openly on the customary false 
plea that Freemasonry is '' not a political association : and 
that its objects are to promote public morality, culture 
and brotherly love ; and that it inculcates in its raembrfirs 
the obligation of respecting the laws of the country. . . . 

“ Of the members of the Viennese lodges 95 per cent, 
are Jews, or of Jewish parentage or descent. . . 

“EXTERNAL WORK** OP FREEMASONRY 

" On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the 
foundation of the ' Schiller Lodge * of Vienna, a paper was 
published containing an article written by Dr. Misar, 
entitled ' Inteml and External Work' [of Masonry]. 
He writes: ' External work signifies the Masonic activity 
of each separate brother in his family, in Ms professional 
duties, in the economic and political field. It includes the 
diffusion of Masonic ideas orally and in writing; co¬ 
operation to increase cultural Masonic operations; the 
participation of the lodges and of the groups of Masonic 
brethren in the work of '* ‘ Profane * ** associations; aciive 
participation in political life, with the help of the political 
parties which are closest to Masonry, ' These activities,' 
Misar adds, ' are far from exhausting the possibilities of 
external Masonic work/ 

Thus the external Masonic work as described by Dr. 
Misar is carried on (not, of course, openly or professedly) 
with the help of political parties (socialistic, social demo¬ 
cratic, etc,), or by means of ‘ Profane ' associations, cultural 
or otherwise, in wMch the friends of Masonry, owing to the 
usual method of infiltration, are never wanting in the shape 
of Jewish socialists, free thinkers, etc,'" 
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8. "PROFANE ASSOCIATIONS” 

Another extract from the same La Tribuna (Rome, 
Nov. 14, 1920) deals with some of the " Profane " 
Organisations, referred to in the preceding; 

*' These ' Profane' associations, which are at least as 
numerous as the professedly Masonic lodges, serve Austrian 
Freemasonry as resonance boards {organismi di resonama), 
so to speak, for the diffusion of its ideas and principles. 
As the central Masonic organs give the note, all these 
associations join in. in chorus, and follow the lead in perfect 
harmony. Let us tlicn examine a little into these associa¬ 
tions, listing them in order of importance." 

Here follows a list of 19 associations with an account 
of each, which we briefly summarise : 

1. Die BereiiscJta/i (Ever Ready).—^An association for 
pjseudo-social studies and propaganda, founded by 30 
delegates of Viennese Masonic lodges, intended for work 
in fields where the lodges themselves cannot operate. The 
first President was the notorious Kohn, now deceased— 
Hebrew at least by name—owner and editor of Der Abend, 
the first mouth-piece of Austrian communism and socialism. 

2. Soziologiscfie GeseUscha/t (Society of Sociology).— 
Object is the diffusion of social knowledge (Sociology is a 
strong preoccupation with the Freemasons). Membership 
is confined to Jews and Masons. The society took part by 
special invitation in the recent International Sociological 
Congress held at Turin (1922) under the presidency of 
Br. Francesco Cosentini. 

3. Allgemeituir NachrpflicJtiverein (General Union for the 
Support of Infants ).—K socialist organ! ation based on 
the principle of the Bohemian Jew, Popper-Linkeus, that 
there should be created a " minimum " property standard, 
securing to each person food, lodging, clothing and medical 
assistance ; and all else declared to be " Luxury.” 
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4. Paneufopaeische Union (Pan-European Union).— 
A step towards the World Republic. In 1925, the Grand 
Lodge of Vienna sent a manifesto to Masonry throughout 
the world seeking advice as how best to aid this organisation, 
the moving spirit of which is a famous Mason, R. Conden- 
hove-Calergi. The Rotary Club of Vienna ^ho supports 
it, as might be expected from the fact that many Viennese 
Rotarians are leading members of the Masonic Lodges. 

5. OesUrreichischcr Vodkerbund (The Austrian League of 
Nations).—Professed objects are reconciliation and fj^- 
temity. The Grand Lodge of Vienna has shown its 
sympathy with this association by securing funds for its 
work from U.S.A. 

6. OestcrreichiscJte Friedensgcsellschafl (Aiistrian Pacifist 
Society). 

7. WeUjugendliga (The League for the Youth of the 
World).—Objects are to unite all social grades of youth 
for social, humanitarian, and education^ purposes. It 
prop.gates in a special way the teaching of history in the 
sense the League desires, declaring the present system used 
in schools [apparently the system founded upon national 
distinctions] to be false. 

8 . Internationale Francnliga fmr Frieden and Freihei^ 
(International Women's League for Peace and Freedom),— 
Founded at Zuerich, 1919. The A strian section is com¬ 
posed principally of Jewish women, and is closely 
associated with the Viennese Masooic Lodge of the 
" Rights of Man/* 

9. Oesterreichische Liga Juer McfyschenrecJite (Austrian 
League for the Rights of Man).—Founded 1925, with a 
Masonic programme, which in 1926 received the formal 
approval of the Grand Lodge of Vienna. The Grand Lodge 
also formally promised it whole-hearted and unconditional 
support. 

lo- Bund gegen Mutkrschaflszwang (Birth Control 
League).—Founded 1919 with the assistance of rural 
" brothers *' by John Ferech, a well-knowm socialistic and 
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^mograpliic writer, with the object of securing the repeal 
of the law prohibiting the procuring of abortion. 

II. li^*frnationaUr Bwid fuer FrauenrechU 

of VVomenj.-Founded 
1919. i his IS a kind of extension or development of the 
prcceduig, arid includes in its aim to secure for women the 

nght of Abortion." Several Freemason lawyers are 
active members. 

IT /«^»' Oesterreich (Austrian League of 

rccthinkcra).—The President and principal associates 
belong to the Viennese Masonic lodges, 

13. Elhhche C<rmei«<f(! (Ethical Community).—Reconsti* 
tuted m 1919 by Viennese Masons: who describe it as 

a free association of minds, that feel and think morally." 

14. Erete SchuU (Free School).—Founded by Freemasons 

of the socialist school with the object of " protecting the 
schools against Clericalism." ^ ® 

l$,Eherechisreformv 6 mn (Association for the Reform of 
Law) .-Founded in 1906. A socialist in- 
srituUon aiming at the "abolition of the law governing 
the indissolubility of Catholic marriage,” * ® 

16. Oesterreichischcr Dtind fuer MtiiierschuU (Austrian 
League for the protection of Motliers' rights) .-Founded 
1907, with the object of abrogating the legal disabilities of 
illegitimate children. 

17. l-nie Zionistisefu Vereinigung (Free Zionist Associa- 

1925 : and composed of Jews of different 
^litical tendencies. The President is a well-known 
rrcetnasoii* 

18. Montskn^tnd fuer Oesterrcich (Austrian League of 
Momsts).—A Masonic association founded 1909, of sden- 
tific soaalists and freethinkers. 

19. Arbeii^gemeimehaji Oesterreichischcr Frudensvereine 
forking Committee of Pacifist Associations of Austria).— 
Kecently foundedsocialist and Masonic.^ 

* Cf. p. ijGMupra (note), for an account of the Firat Ijrturnutknial 

STvSiXch^MO.'™'"'''' ““ 
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4 . FRXBMAS09R7 FOB WOHEV 


Co-Mi^nry or Mixed Masonry, to which women are 
admit ted, is regarded by some Masonic authorities os 
not belonging to Freemasonry, properly so-called. 
Hence it would be a sixjcies of Imperfect Frecm.'Lsdnry. 
One type of this sjiccies of Freemasonry (viz., including 
women as well as men) Ls what is called Adoptive 
Masonry, or Freemasonry of Adoption. Adoptive 
Masonry was ^tablished in Paris (1774) under the 
control of the Grand Orient, and from France it spread 
mto other countries. Cf. Mackey, Encyclopedia of 
freemasonry (pp. 9-12), also Preuss, Dictionary of Sec. 
^oc. (p. 3 ft). Mackey says that Adoptive Masonry is 
now confined to France. See, however,-Preuss, op. cit. 
(cf. Index under woriis Women and Ladies), for accounts 
of numerous Masonic or quasi-Masonic associations of 
women m U.S.A. 


A ^ V • V-’ Masonry ) is given by 

A. E. Waite m his New Encyclopedia of freemasonry 
vol 1, pp. The following is a short summary 

of the principal facts mentioned in Waite's account; 

Modem Co-Freemasonry was founded in 1801 bv Mile 
Mana Uesrames with the aid of Dr. Georgw Martin a 

Rite. Both pr. Marhn, who describes liimself as feministe 
en nUme Umpsjue Macon, and MUe. Desraines were strong 
advo^tea of the rights of women. The original lodM 
which was called Le Droit //wmam, consisted ofi6 women’ 

Tn Bhad been hcracif 
» l previously in a lodge styled 

Litres Penseurs, in the Department of Seine ct 
Oihc m 1 < ranee. A Masonic Constitution for the new Order 
was drawn up; and the Order founded under the title of 
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Grandt Loge Sytnboliqne Ecossaise Afixle de France, It was 
affiliated to the Grand Lodge of France. " In respect of 
religious status, after the pre\’ailing mode of Latin Free¬ 
masonry, no recognition is extended to any religious dogma ; 
no form of faith is rejected. All aspects of philosophical 
thought arc tolerated, and the Grand Architect of the 
Universe is nowhere invoked. The device at the head 
of Warrants and Diplomas is « la gloire dt VHnmaniti." 

This Mixed Masonrj', which is styled in English Co- 
Masonry or Joint Masonry, was introduced into Great 
Britain in 1902. Its history in England and the Englisli- 
speaking countries is merged in that of Theosophy.* About 
1905, the English title was altered to that of ” Universal 
Co-Freemasonry in Great Britain and the British Depen¬ 
dencies." In 1912, Co-Freemasonry had 12,000 members 
in all parts of the world, including 100 lodges in U.S.A,, 
as well as many lodges in England, India, HoUand, South 
America and Oceania. Waite does not mention any lodges 
in Ireland. Mrs. Annie Besant (33rd degree of A. and A. S. 
Rite) is referred to as " Grand Master of the Supreme 
Council." The Order receives men as well as women into 
memberslup ; and of late years all, both male and female 
members, style themselves " Brotliers." 

*' It will be seen," concludes Waite, " that La Mai^onnerie 
Mixte, its derivations and developments, are a power to 
be reckoned with, and that its conventional titular de¬ 
scription of ' Clandestine Masonry ' would be imbecile in 
reference thereto, or indeed to ‘ Ancient Masonry.' " * 

^ See Woman and Freemasonry, by Dudley Wrigbt (London. 
1922), for further dotaib. On page 145 he writes : " The Order of 
Co-Masonry is more or less identified with the Thcosophical Society, 
of which Mrs. Annie Besant is the President, who is also the Deputy- 
Masler of Co-Masonry for Great Britain and Ireland/* 

The Thcosophical Society* an Occultist sect whose doctrines arc 
a blend of Materialism. Pantheism. Gnosticism and CabalLstie 
Judaism, has branches in Dublin, Cork and Delfast. Whether these 
branches are formally athliated to Co-Freemasonry does not appear 
from their oIBcial leaflets. Pope Benedict XV {July 16, 19' 9 ) 
condemned Theosophy as irreconcilable with Catliolic belief; and 
forbade Catholics to assist at Theoeophista' meetings or road their 
writing. 

• Ibid, p. 12 1 . 
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Appendix IV 
WHITE MASONRY 
(Supplementary to Chapter VII) 

1. AMSTERDAM CONQRESS AND MASONIC 
INTERPENETRATION 

The following extracts from the official account of 
the Amsterdam Congress of the InUmational Masonic 
League as given in the Freimaurer Zeiiung (September, 
1929), already referred to in Appendix II, and quoted 
in the Osservatore Romano (October 30, 1929), illus- 
trates what has been described in Chapter Vll as 

Wliite Masonry." 

" At the Congress, the Section of Doctors, Jurists, 
Bibliophiles, Writers and Journalists held a special meeting 
in which the Propaganda among young men was dealt 
with. 

" The section for this Propaganda decided to convoke 
next year a special Congress of tire Masonic Associations for 
Youtij. In the countries that do not as yet possess an 
Association of this kind a special Propagan<k will be 
developed among other agents of Freemasonry for this 
purpose. 

" There exists in Paris and Switzerland a special organ¬ 
ization for doctors which has extended its sphere of action 
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wto Germany, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, and has been 
joined by more than five hundred doctors. 

" The meeting of the Jurists directed by Dr. Rottenbeiger 
of Basle, has drawn up a special programme of work 
in the interests of Freemasonry. 

'* The group of Bibliophiles has decided to hold a con¬ 
gress of the Freemasons who are directing museums and 
similar institutions, as well as of artists, with a view to 
organising an exhibition of Masonic art for the next Congress 
of the Lea^e. . . , We know it only too well I [this last 
clause is interjected by the Editor of the Osscrvatore 
Rotnam]. 

" The attendance of authors and journalists, which was 
very numerous, was presided over by Johannes Bing from 
Berlin. Plantagenet from Paris proposed the institution 
of a register of journalists and authors belonging to the 
^dges of the different countries. This section is of special 
importance because from what the reporters state the 
professional syndicates of journalists are almost everywhere 
directed by Freemasons." 

From the above extracts it is clear that the purpose 
aimed at by Freemasonry is something other and much 
deeper and more far-reaching than either humani- 
tarianism or the material advantage of its own 
associates. Its ends are rather of a spiritual nature, 
viz., to influence minds and consciences, to mould 
public opinion, and permeate society with its own 
views. 


2. GERMAN FREEMASONRY AND SOCIAL PROPAGANDA 

The following extract from the manifesto issued by 
the German Masonic body in 1921, and published in 
the London Times, April 30, 1921, from which extracts 
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have already been quoted in Appendix 11 , illustrates 
the same theme. The manifesto concludes thus : 

" Freemasonry must not be infested with politics. We, 
German Freemasons, also discuss in our lodges questions 
of present day politics—^iid we not we should impoverish 
ourselves intellectually—but we consider these problems 
only from the ^lasonic po%nt oj and our fliTu jg alwa\^ 
the tnor^ solutioti. It is thus that we teach social ethics 
and social pedagogy. We wish to undertake the Masomc 
education of the Germans, as Lessing had exhorted us to 
do. And I believe that after this war we shall at last 
reach a true Masonic entente.” 

Note the phrases ” Ma.sonic point of view,” ” the 
moral solution,” and " Masonic education,” all of 
which refer to the Masonic unchristian doctrine of 
Naturalism. 


3. KNIGHTS OP COLUMBUS AND FREEMASONBY 

The following resolutions, passed in 1925 by the 
Executive Council of the Knights of Columbus of 
Quebec. Canada, are important and significant. We 
quote from the French text as published in the Revue 
Internationale des Societes Secretes, 1026 No. 8 
pp. 138-9; 

" mereas the Catholic Church condemns Freemasonry 
and kindred societies. . . . And, 

" mereas the object of the late P. McGivney in founding 
me Knights of Columbus, was to oppose the movement 
towards the forbidden societies ; And, 

"Whereas Freemasonry in the U.S.A. in spite of the 
avow^ and sentiments of its members, is hostile to the 
Cathohc Church, as has been amply shown in the recent 
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disputes on the School Question in Oregon and Michigan. 
And, 

" Whereas certain Councils of the Order of the Knights 
of Columbus seem to forget or ignore the lines of conduct 
traced out by the Church in these matteis, and have con¬ 
sequently laid thentsclves open to just criticism on the 
part of the Catholic Press. 

" Be it resolved: 

1. " That the Executive Council of the Order of the 
Knights of Columbus of the Province of Quebec, in the 
name of the 25,000 members of its jurisdiction, affirm anew 
its entire and faithful submission to all the injunctions of 
the Church, and in particular to those concerning the 
forbidden societies. 

2. " That tire said Council strongly disapproves and 
condemns with all the emphasis it can command the 
conduct of tlic said Councils. 

3. " That the Knights of tlris jurisdiction decline all 
responsibility in regard to such conduct. 

4. " That the Supreme Board be invited to send to all 
the Councils of the Order a circular letter reminding them 
of the laws of the Church regarding the forbidden societies, 
so as to avoid in the future all manifestations like those 
of which certain Councils have been gi^ty. 

5. " That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
Supreme Board of Directors, to the Supreme Officers, to 
the Coimcils of this province, and to the journals that are 
interested in the matter.” 

4, OTHER EXAMPLES OF WHITE MASORRY 

Among the secular associations of these countries 
which the Continental Catholic Anti-Masonic writers 
usually regard as partaking more or of the nature 
of *' White Masonry ” may be mentioned the Inter¬ 
national Boy Scouts (viz., Baden-Powell’s) and Girl 
Guides, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
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Animals, the Esperanto Association,* the Salvation 
Army, some of the International Sporting Associations, 
etc. (cf. Rev. IfUern. des Soc. Sec., passim). It is not 
suggested by these Nvriters tliat all these, or indeed any 
one of them is formally Masonic, much less that the 
majority of the members are Freemasons, but that 
they are more or less interpenetrated by Masonry j 
or are at present being utilised more or less for the 
diffusion of unchristian ideas and principles tending 
towards Naturalism, and confusing or weakening fhe 
real Christian outlook. 


Appendix V 

THE PEACE OF VERSAILLES (1920) AND THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 

(Supplementary to Chapter VIII) 

The following will throw much light on the sinister 
influence of Freemasonry upon recent and contem¬ 
porary events. 

L PEACE OF VERSAILLES AHD FBEEHASOHBT 

The first extract is from Afy Memoirs —1878-1918, 
by the ex-Kaiser William II (London, 1922), pp, 253-4 • 

" I have been informed that an important rSle was 
played in the preparation of the world-war directed ag ains t 

' Cf. L’Oswvatore liomttno, August 30, 1928. far a strong protest 
against the antj-Catholic activities of some of the Esperantist 
sections; and the unchristian or anti-Christian character of some of 
the Esperantist publications. Tlic substance of the article, which 
was reprinted in the A venire d'Italia, and Fede e Ragitme of 
September 16, 192S, is given in Rev, Intern, des Soc. See., 1928, 
No. ^9, pp. 122-9. 
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the monarchical Central Powers by the policy of the Grand 
Orient Lodge a policy extending over many years and 
^ways envisaging tlie goal at which it aimed. The German 
^ further told—with two exceptions in 

which non-German hnancial interests are paramount, and 
which maintain secret connection with the Grand Orient 
m Pam—had no relationship with the Grand Orient, 
According to the assurance given me by the distinguished 
German Freemason, who explained to me the whole inter¬ 
relationship—which until then had been unknown to 
me—they [viz., the members of the German Grand Lodge! 
were entirely loyal and faithful. 

He said that in 1917 international meeting of the 
lodges of the Grand Orient was held after which there was 
a subsequent conference in Switzerland. There the follow¬ 
ing programme adopted : dismemberment of Austria- 
Hungary, elimination of the House of Habsburg, abdication 
of the German Emperor, restitution of Alsace-Lorraine to 
France, union of Gahcia witli Poland, elimination of the 
Pope and the Catholic Church, elimination of every State 
Church in Europe. I am not now in a position to in¬ 
vestigate the very damaging information concerning the 
organisation and activity of the Grand Orient lodges which 
has been transmitted to me in the very best of faith." 

The Masonic International Congress here alluded to 
is also referred to by the Roman correspondent of The 
Tablet (July 21, 1917), who states (p. 81) that "the 
Grand Orient has held an international meeting at 
Paris ... of the Masons of the Allied and the Neutral 
Powders." His account of the doings of the Congress 
agrees as far as it goes with that of the ex-Kaiser; 
but he dwells especially on the fact that the interests 
of Italy and those of Belgium were overlooked. A 
fuller account of the conference was given in the 
Corriere della Sera of the time, which, with the Italian 
press generally, became bitterly anti-Masonic owing 
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to the anti-national attitude of the Itcdian Masonic 
delegates, Ettore Ferrari and E. Nathan, at the Con- 
gr^, and their betrayal of Italian interests. Although 
this Masonic conference was probably one of the most 
important and far-reaching events of modem times 
it was not alluded to (except in the above-mentioned 
Roman letter in The Tablet) in the press of these 
countries. The London Times mentioned as an item 
of news the resignation of the Italian Grand Master of 
the Grand Orient, Ettore Ferrari, but gave no com¬ 
ments. All this illustrates the effectiveness of the 
Masonic and financial press-censorship which prevails 
in these countries. 

2 . A MASOmo STJFERGOVBSUmENT 

A fuller account of the above Congress may be read 
in Mgr. Jouin’s brochure, dated 1917, Le Quatro- 
centenaire de Luther ei Le Bicentenaire de Franc- 
Ma^onnerie, p. 10 ff; as well as in a French brochure 
by Fara {La Franc-Ma^onnerie ei som Oeuvre ; Biblio- 
th^ue Anti-Judaeo-Maconnique, Paris, 1930). In 
Chapter VIIl of the latter work extracts are quoted 
from the official Transactions {Compte-Rendu) of the 
Congress. These extracts have special reference to 
the League of Nations. 

A special conference of the Masonic representatives 
of the Allied Powers (viz., France, England, Italy, etc.) 
w’as fiist held at Paris in January 14 and 15, 1917. 
At this conference it was decided to convoke for the 
following June a Congress of Freemasons of the '* Allied 
and Neutral Powers." ^ The objects of the Congress 
are declared to be : 

'* To prepare the way for the United States of Europe ; 


^ The following is an CnglUb translation of the letter of invitation 
sent to the dit^ereQt Masoaic jurisdictions whicli was published in 
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to set up a supra-national authority, whose purpose will 
oe to settle the disputes between nations. Freemasonry 
will be the agent of propaganda in favour of this conception 
Na^s^^ happiness, viz., the Le^e of 


Svn^Uerlaid^^ *^8“* l«lg« Alpina of 

Letter from Paris to the Grand Lodge of Switzerland. 


Or de Paxis, March 25, 1917 (E. V.) [vii., 
£re Vulgaire “ Vulgar Era 

TT, CC, in. FF* [Very dear and Illustrious Brethree], 

you the summary of minutes of the Conference of the 
Masonic Jurisdictions of the Allied Nations, which was held at Paris 
Jan, 14 and 15, 1917, as wed as the resolutions and the manifesto 
tliercm adopted, wc have the privilege of informing you, that this 
^nfcrcnco has decided to hold at Paris, at the cfrand Orient of 
Fr^ce, on the 26^, 29th and 30th of next June, a Masonic Congress. 

The «>oject of tins Congress will be to investigate the means of 
arriving at the Constitution of the League of Nations, so as to avoid 
in the future a catas^ophe similar to the one which now involves 
the civiEsed world in iMittle. 

It has l^cn the opinion of the Conference that this programme 
solely by the Freemasonry of the Allied Nations, 
and that It is a matter also for the Masonic bodies of the neutral 
nations to bring what light they can to the discussion of so grave 
a proolem. ” 

it wUl also be clear that the question herein raised transcends 
the scope of particular naiionalittcs and is of interest to aU who 
d^ire to see humanity freed (or all future time from the disasters 
wmen paralyse the onward progress of civilisation. 

It is ^e duty of Frecmasonr>' at the end of the cruel drama which 
is now m progress to make its great voice heard in the interests of 
humanly ; and to guide the nations towards a general organisation, 
destined to become their safeguard. It w^ould be wanting to its 
dul^, and prove faJ^ to its great principles were it to remain silent. 

Consequently it is in all confidence that we ask the adhesion of 
your distinguished J uriadiction to this Congress. 

In pursuance of the resolution adopted by the Conference of last 
January 14 and 15, you would have to appoint three delegates. 

X one, such a one would have the powers 

of all three. ^ 
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At the stance of June 28, held under the presidency 
of General Peign^, the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of France, the constitutions of the future League 
of Nations were voted. They are almost identical 
with those afterwards adopted at the Treaty of 
Versailles.* 

Two months later the Grand Orient of France issued 
the following declaration: 

, . General Assembly of the Grand Orient of Frartte 

invites its members to a vigorous and incessant campaign 
in favour of . . , general disarmament, and the setting up 
of an international tribunal with the necessary sanctions 
for the maintenance of peace " iLt Temps, Sept. 24, IQ17. 
quoted til., p. 103), y t* 

Hence it is apparently not the case (as is generally 
supposed owing to misleading press propaganda) that 
Wilson, the U.S.A. President, w'as the originator of 
the idea of a League of Nations which would be a 
veritable super-government with coercive powers. 

It is Cleajly understood the Mssonic Congress will confine 
Itself ennrdy to its iiumauitarian scope, and kt conformity with 
our Masonic Constitutions will not touch on any Question of the 
political sphere. 

We should be very grateful to receive from you the assurance of 
your adhesion with the least possible delay. 

Assured that you will accept our invitation in the same fraternal 
spint as we give it. we send you, very dear and Illustrious Brethren, 
the assurance of our fraternal and devoted regards. 

G. CORNBAU 

{President of the Council of the Order of the 
Grand Orient of France)* 

Gekbral Pkigns 

{Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of France), 

(Cf, Jouin, op* cit,, p. ii). 

See Para, op, c%t, p. 102, for the text of some of these resolu^ 
OQs reprinted from the official Compte Rendu of the Congress. 
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This idea can be dearly traced in Masonic writings and 
pronouncements for more than half a century before 
(cf. ibid.). ^ 

3 . JEWS AHD THE LEAGUE OF HATIOKS 

The following extracts from La Vieille Franct 
Dec., 1923), quoted by Mgr. Jouin (Z,tfs Actes 
de la Contre-Eglise—}\x\i%, pp. 13, 14) 

serve to 

illustrate the same theme : 

The Jew, Lucien Wolf, who was the official repre- 
^ntative of the Jewish Goveminent at the Paris Peace 
Conference and who has lately fulfilled the same function 
with the League of Nations, has sent his report to the 
Jewish Congress of America (New York), Oct., 1923. Here 
are some passages from this report. ... ‘ It foUows from 
all this that one of the first duties of the Jews in aU 
countries is to support the League of Nations. ... If 
the League of Nations should fail, the whole edifice which 
has been built up with so much labour in 1919 by the 
Jewish delegates at the Peace Conference will topple to 
the ground.' ’* 

4 . AIMS OF THE LEAGUE OF RATIONS 

The following extracts form the Transactions of the 
Congress of the French Grand Lodge, 1922 (quoted by 
Fara, op. cit., pp. 104-106), illustrates further the 
Judao-Masonic interests and aims in the League of 
Nations. After passing resolutions in favour of en¬ 
larging the lowers of the League so as to make it into 
a supra-national government with an International 
Bank and an international currency, it goes on : 

“ ^e principal tasks before the League of Nations 
consist in the organisation of peace, the abolition of 
secret diplomacy . , . the extension of a pacifist 
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education, resting specially upon an international language 
[Esp>erMto], the creation of a European spirit and of 
a patriotism of the League of Nations, in a word, the 
formation of the United States of Europe or rather the 
Federation of the World. . . . This Federation of the 
nations implies the institution of a super^state which will 
be supra-national, invested with executive, legislative and 
judiciary powers. , . , This international authority ought 
to have the sanction of an army and a police, . . . The 
^ague of Nations will have a moral and real force and 
mfluence on peoples in proportion to the extent to whfth 
it can rely for support upon the Masonic Governments of 
the entire world." 


Appendix VI 

PROTESTANTISM AND FREEMASONRY 

The following extracts ilhisirate the generally re¬ 
cognised close association between Protestantism (viz., 
of the Liberal or rationalistic type) and Freemasonry— 
for they are in fact parent and child—and the unity 
of action which they adopt in their war against the 
Catholic Church. The extracts ate quoted from Mgr, 
Jouin's brochure entitled Le Quatro-centenaire de 
Luther ct le Biccnienairc de ia Franc^Maconnerie (Paris, 
1917), already referred to in Appendix V, 

We read in the FeuiUes Rofnaines (Oct. 22 and 29,1916}: 
" Next year as we know will be celebrated the Jourth 
centenary of the birth of Protestantism (1517), and the 
second centenary of the modem organization of Free¬ 
masonry (1717). Protestant and Freemason will celebrate 
these centenaries together as good brothers, for the two 
have been pretty well united for a long time past. 
Natu^y the celebration will not confine itself to mere 
festivities. A programme of action and of vigorous renewal 
after the war will be drawn up." 
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2. The Masomc paper, Hamburger Frefndenblatt 
(June 13, 1917)♦ in an article entitled : ** For the 200th 
Anniversary of Freemasomy has the follo%\ing 
passage: 

“ The very year in which the Reformation celebrates 
its 400th anniversary will be the 200th anniversary of the 
birth of another great intellectual movement. On St. 
John's day, June 24, I9i7» Freemasonry celebrates its 
2nd cent^ary. The accident, for it is only an accident, 
which unites the two celebrations in the same year suggests 
the question as to whether these two spiritual forces, 
Protestantism and Freemasonry, are not very closely 
related to each other. It is a remarkable fact that the 
one rests on the other as on its foundation and that Frge^ 
mason ry is inconceivable yrithout Frofesti ntisn^^ TE^ 
wuld naw been no * true Freemasonry, were It not for 
Luther and the Reformation. Freemasonry could not 
grow or thrive except on the soil of a free Reformation. 
It is surely not the result of chance that we find at the 
very cradle of Freemasonry two men deeply influenced 
by Protestantism, one, Desaguliers, the son of a French 
reformed clergyman, a naturalist philosopher, with a 
thcologic^ education, and the other, James Anderson, a 
Scotch dissenting preacher. Neither is it the result of 
chance that during the two centuries of its existence Free¬ 
masonry has found its most implacable enemy in Rome, 
and in those places wherein prevailed a spirit similar to 
Romanism, while it has found its warmest friends and most 
zealous champions amongst the men whose intellectual 
formation was dominated by Luther and the Reformation, 
such as Lessing, Frederick the Great and Goethe/* 

3. Professor Hesse de Saarbruck in the Gazette de 
Cologne, June 24, 1917, writing on the same subject, 
attributes the rise of Freemasonry to the reaction of 
Anglicanism and English Freethought against the 
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Catholic tendencies of the Stuarts. The Masonic organs 
of U.S.A. such as The Light (Louisville). March i, 1917, 
p. 162), the Square and Compass (New Orleans, Dec., 
igi6, No. 8, p. i6) write in the same strain. In fact, 
it is clear that the general outlook of Protestantism 
of the Liberal tyj^, whether in the Latin, Anglo- 
Saxon or Germanic countries is to-day practically 
identified with that of Freemasonry, with its doubts 
and denials and practically atheistic philosophy. 


FREEMASONRY AND THE METHODISTS 

4. The resolution passed by British Methodist 
ministers at a Conference held at Bradford, July 22nd, 
1927, with the object of bringing about a Reunion 
between the different sectioivs of the Evangelical 
Church, indicates the attitude of these Protestant 
ministers towards Freemasonry m its relation to 
Christianity. A short account of the Conference was 
published in the London Times, July 23rd, 1927. Tlie 
following pa.ssages occur in the two resolutions piissed 
at the Conference: 

" Freemason^ in its ritual and official language is of a 
Theistic (Deistic ?) nature, asserting ^ply the creative 
activity of God as the Great Architect of the Universe 
and the moral obligation of honesty and kindliness.. . . The 
distinctive faith of Christianity and the Christian message 
of salvation through faith in Christ is wholly incompatime 
with the claims put forward by Freemasonry in writing 
and speech." 

Hence the Conference recommends the Methodist 
ministers to have nothing to do with Freemasonry. 
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Appendix VII 
PAPAL CONDEMNATIONS 
(Supplementary to Chapter VI) 

It may be useful to reprint the foUowing passage 
translate from the Latin of the Acta Sancta Sedis 
(vol. i, pp. 291-4), in wliich the Editor points out in 
detail the comprehensiveness and obligations of the 
Papal condemnations of Freemasonry : 

" From the foregoing (viz., the text of some of the Papal 
condemnations) the following may be inferred: 

I. " Some of the sectaries claim or imagine that they 
do not fall under the penalties imposed by these Pap^ 
constitutions, on the plea that none of their efforts were 
directed against God's Church. The objection, however, 
is quite futile ; for the words of the text ' either agaitist 
the Church or the UgitimaU civil authority ’ are to be under¬ 
stood in the disjunctive sense. 

II. " Equally futile is the claim of those that imagine 
that they do not fall under the penalties on the ground 
that their associations are not secret, but open: for the 
clause ' whether openly or in secret ’ is again to be taken 
in the disjunctive sense. 

III. " Some again seem to imagine that these Papal 
constitutions do not hold w’here the [Masonic or similar] 
sects arc permitted by the civil powers: or that their 
applicability to any particular country would require or 
depend upon promulgation or action of the local authorities 
[ecclesiastical or ci^]. Such subterfuges are also vain 
as is evident from the very words of Pius IX. 

" ' It is Our itnsh that the Masonic and all associations 
of the same class be held as forbidden and reprobate by all 
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tht Jniihful of Chfxst to wh^Uivst coft^tttoH of social statuiiii^ 
they may belong, and in whatsoever country they may be.' 

rv. “ Neither is the oath of secrecy which is usually- 
exacted in these sects to be considered as an essential 
condition of their coining under the condemnation and 
penalty; for the response of the Holy Roman Inquisition 
(July 13th, 1843) has the clause ' whether or not they exact 
an oath oj secrecy Jrom their members.’ 

V. “ Consequently these associations are to be held as 
reprobate and forbidden, because . . . they are of their 
own nature unnatural and unlawful. For, acting upon 
principles which are utterly false and subversive of public 
order, they set up by unnatural and treacherous means within 
the bosom of the State another organism completely distinct 
from the natural and lawful organism of the state. 

VI. " Finally one may infer how fatal is a policy which 
certain governments whether Catholic or otherwise adopt 
in this matter. For these governments despising the true 
Church of Christ, or regarding it with suspicion as if it 
were a step-mother and not a true parent, obstruct the 
freedom of the Church's legitimate action [in not insisting 
that her decrees in the matter be carried out] 

Ihae governments are not only wanting in the discharge of 
their conscientious duty, but they even neglect the elementary 
precautions which are required for the temporal well-beine 
of the State." -t j f "s 
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Esperanto and F /. 245, 251. 

Espionage and F 100, see 
Affaire des FicheS. 
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Irish Daily Independenl, 26, 179, 
198. 205. 219, 221. 
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3 tvi, 75, 78, 82. 168. 
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Leroy-B^Ueu Among 

the Nations /.), xv, 75. 89. 

Lessing 243. 

Leuhoff. Dr. 229. 

Liberalism and F .*« ix, 31, 
47-50* 54-5, 66, 123, 164, see 
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Patriarch.** The (Masonic 
Chiof), 158. 

Patriotism. Christian, and F 
5. 100. 114, 158. 174. 237. 
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Red Masonry, 143. 
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of 213-4. 
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M3. 
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Rossi, Count, 15. 

Rotary International, 150-1, 

Rottenbergcr, Dr. /. 242» 
Rouinania F / , in, 25, 229 ; and 
Jews, 94. see Balkans. 
Rousseau 14. 

Royal Arch Masons, 66, 140, 
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Russia and F /, 87, 113, 135, 
170, see Bolshevism. 
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Salonika, F /. in, 232. 
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Satan, “ Synagogue of," 54,125, 
Satanism and F 65, 67-72, 
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Scotland and F 3, 25, 43-4, 
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(Pike), 18, 3S-40, 44-5, 90, 
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Secrecy, Masonic, 12, 30-1, 36, 
^3-5. 128. 147, 162, 181. 
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Secularism, 150, 157, see 

Liberalism, 
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Policy of, X, see Secrecy, 

Sionist Congress, First, 112. 

Sligo, 140. 
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127-8, 164. 167, 236, 238, see 
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Immorality, Policy, 

Sociology and F /. 236. 
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Sonda^bund, War of the, 151. 
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23^* 

Spiritism and F /. 156, see 
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Spain and F 25, 132-3, 229, 
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253. 
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Tnrin, 236. 

Turkey and F 25. 229* 
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Voltaire /. 14, 93, 98. 
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Webster, Mrs. (Secret Societies 
and Subversive Movet^ienls, 
etc.),xxiii, 40, 81-2, 104. 112, 
I39» 184. 2x4-15. 
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Wiener Freimaurer Zeitung, 1S7, 
232. 
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